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A RESOLUTION. 


ANNAH, for whom Elfrida imme- 
1 diately ſent a ſervant, no ſooner read 
Wilmot's letter, than ſne was aware from 
whence it originated. Dear, dear Gentle- 
man,” ſaid ſhe, how cutting it is to think 
of the trial he has undergone ; this is Cap- 
. tain Overbury's work; I know it right well; 
juſt ſo, out of the very violence of his love, 
would he have left the woman he doated 
upon to break her heart, and then have 
broke his own, afterwards, from incurable 
ſorrow.” 
& But how, my dear Hannah, how,” 
ſaid Elfrida, © am I to bring my mind to 
"VOL. . B | a fit 


2 ELFRIDA. ; 
a fit ſtate for approaching the ſacred altar, 
and devoting all my thoughts, my cares 10 
man— 5 
« It is terrible bitter,” ſaid Hannah, hut 
what can be ſaid for it? Mr. Wilmot, God 
bleſs him, would think it a fin to run away | 
with you, for your own happineſs, and I 
don't fee any other means of eſcaping.” 5 

« Yes, Hannah, the orave; you will ſee | 


me ſoon lodged there; and pray, my dear 
woman, let theſe two letters be buried with 2 
me; my peace they have killed at one 22 
ſtroke; if ſuch wretchedneſs is the giſt of f 
good parents, what have bad ones more to N 
beſtow?“ 5 

“For certain,” faid Hannah, © your c 


elopements are very undutiful things, and | 
ſeem to ſet all lawful power, as well as wo- L 
manly decency, at defiance ; but then to p 
wed the man one hates . 

e That he is Wilmot's enemy is the ſe- : 
vere ſtroke, Marry the enemy of my deareſt 
friend!“ 


cc Aye, 


0 


«Aye, and moreover,” ſaid Hannah, cone 
hat has always delighted in teizing and tor- 
menting you ; and, mercy upon us, who 
nows, beautiful and heavenly-minded as you 


r, i 
| a A 


, 


al | 
„ are, mayhap marries you as much for the ſake 
: of chat, as for any other earthly thing; but 


then what is to be done? Poor Captain 
Overbury has met with ſo many diſappoint- 
ments in his life, and ſuch miſguſage, that 
1 it goes to the very heart of one to think of 
tormenting him.“ 


1 Beſt and moſt deceived of men!“ ſaid 
Eltrida, © You are right, Hannah, nor ſhall 
© WY he receive a wound from his child's hand, 

undone as ſhe muſt be, undene for ever ; 
Bf for 1 will no longer reſiſt my deſtiny ; you, 
a Hannah, ſhall deck the bride with tears; 
8 already, my tender woman, they begin to 
ao, but weep not for me, my diſſolution 

cannot be far diſtant, and the grave will give 
: me everlaſting tranquillity,” 


« And yet,” ſaid Hannah, © what a pity 
it is, that all the good things in the world, 
„have no reliſh for you; what would not 


B 2 thouſands 


4 EL FRID A: ; 
thouſands of ladies give to be juſt like you, i 
here in Arcadia?“ j 

Miſs Overbury looked wild. “ will fly | 
this once loved ſpot,” ſaid ſhe, © it is all | 
the chance I have to fly diſtraction, if 


Wilmot has ſeemed to approve this buſi- e 
neſs only from exalted notions of generoſity. . 
But I know not what I would ſay, my dear . 
Hannah.” , 
ce Sweet, {ſweet creature,” ſaid Hannah, * 
ſobbing, © would I could ſerve you, but f 
we muſt live in this world as well as love, 
and where a young fellow has not the - 
means.” : F 
« You are falling into great errors, ſaid 
Elfrida, was Mr, Elliſon any other man 4 
upon earth, I would chearfully accept him; 1 
as my father and mother's choice, it would 0 
only be a ſecond ſacrifice of me to do them 
pleaſure; or were Elliſon and Wilmot un- 


known to each other, I think I could ſub- 
due all my terrors of his ſtrange turns of h 
temper, but- to marry, not merely againſt 
my heart's inclination, but to the mortal q 
wounding of my friendſhip for one ſo de- 
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ferving, and to whom I am ſo much 


obliged as I am to Mr. Wilmot, I cannot, 


cannot bear it.“ 


« Ah! dear Miſs Flfrida, but I will ſay 


nothing Who is the he, I wonder, that 


could like to have his wife ſo much given 
in mind to another man?“ 

« Any liberal perſon, Mrs. Jenkins ; we 
live in Arcadia until we make its inhabi- 
tants the ſtandard of all human conduct; 
but believe me, though the world 1s not 
filled with ſuch characters as Wilmot, it is 
not wholly. overſpread with ſuch beings as 
Elliſon.” 

« Yet what can be ſaid for it,” ſaid Han- 
nah; * there is not a ſoul, if you will not 
have Elliſon, but will conclude you ſtark mad 
in love with Mr. Wilmot, and the poor 
Captain and Mrs. Overbury, whoſe arms are 
now opened in expectation of embracing 


57 


vou 
They ſhall not extend them in vain; they 
have the courage to truſt the conſequences of 
this compelled ſtep; it ſhall then be taken. 
Henceforth, Hannah, I will be calm; I will 
B 3 thank 
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thank you for your good intention in ſaving 
my life, though it would have been much 


| happier for rae to have died, than to look 


back, as I impiouſly fear I ſhall, to that 
providential deliverance, with ingratitude : 
to heaven; but death is no more than death 1 
let it come in what ſhape, and at what pe- 
riod it may; and as 1 did not periſh then 
by a ſudden and violent, I muſt content ; 
myſelf with lingering out my days, the vic- | 
tim of a flow, conſuming and a ſecret diſ- | 


eaſe.” 


« But bleſs your deareſt life, Miſs Elfrida, 


do determine what meſſage you wall fend} 
Mrs, Elliſon, for this delay will only make 
her outrageous, without ſaving you af} 


tittle.“ 


« Go, Mrs. Jenkins, for I feel it muſt} 


be ſo; go, for it may be of ſervice to you 


to be my meſſenger, and tell Mrs. Ellifon, 
I will no longer oppoſe her wiſhes, on con- 
dition that I am permitted to ſet off imme- 
diately to London.“ 

Mrs. Elliſon emptied her purſe upon the 


table, to reward Hannah for her good news, 
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gin which were four guineas and a ſhilling. 
' « She is once again, faid ſhe, © my child, 
1 and in every future inſtance ſhall be miſtreſs 
at of herſelf.” 

« Yes,” ſaid Elida, “every thing but 

S happineſs my friends are ready to beſtow up- 

Jon me.” 

When Elfrida entered the ſaloon, ſhe - 

ar found the whole family afſerabled, Mr. El- 
lion, ſenior, got up to receive her, his fon 

following at an humble diſtance. 

| ee The end of your cares, my dear fon,” 
la, ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, preſenting Elfrida to him, 
nd is now arrived, for this dear child at length 
ke © accepts you, and I am happy thus to beſtow 

a her hand.” 

The poor Elfrida involuntarily drew back, 
uit tears ſtarted to her eyes, and her features 
ou wore every mark of diſtreſs; but Elliſon was 
n too much taken up with his own joy, and 
n- his father and mother with their triumph, to 
1-oF pay any attention to what would greatly 

have alarmed leſs intereſted and more hu- 
he mane. perſons. 
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Dinner over, of which Elfrida had not 


taſted, happineſs was drank to them in a 


bumper by Mr. and Mrs. Elliſon, who, 


underſtanding how to conduct themſelves 


upon ſuch occaſions, ordered coffee in the 
drawing-room, and ſoon after retired. 


Elfrida was ſcarcely able to ſupport her- 


ſelf when ſhe ſaw Elliſon approaching her; 


he took her unreſiſting hand, called himſelf | 


the happieſt of men, and might, perhaps, 


in any other woman's ſight, have made a 


very tolerable figure; but to Elfrida an ex- 
ecutioner would have had a thouſand more 
charms, for ſhe wiſhed to die rather than 
become his wife. 

Elliſon was chagrined at his ill ſucceſs in 
recommending himſelf. To what,” ſaid 
he, © Madam, am I to impure your till un- 
tavorable brow? is it poſſible I can be 
curſed with a rival in your love, as well as 


in your friendſhip? for ſuch are the diſ- 


tinctions you have taught me; were I ſure of 
ſuch an evil. I ſhould be frantic; and the 


frantic man, Miſs Elfrida, not being maſter 
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of his own actions, cannot be anſwerable 
for them.“ | 

« Sir,“ returned Elfrida, © you ſeem ili 
to delight in aſſuming the character you 
know I leaſt approve,” (ſhe loſt her power 
of utterance for a moment, from the exceſs 
of her feelings) „I had a prepoſſeſſion; 
what could give you a right to puniſh the 
object of it? nay, Sir,” (for he was furiouſly 
breaking out) © never attempt to fetter me 
at all points, but hear me patiently, ſo far 
from it, that your delicacy, your honor, 
your humanity, ought to induce you to pity 
and ſpare me, under ſuch a predicament, 
and, inſtead of ſoliciting, refule my offered 
hand.” e 

« A man in love! my Elfrida,” ſaid El- 
liſon. 

« know of no love,” ſaid ſhe, “ that is 
not tender of the happineſs of the woman 
beloved. The worſt paſſions, Sir, we are 
well aſſured, may prophanely aſſume that 
gentle name; the Valet that would have 
violated the perſon of my dear mother, and 
rioted in the blood of my grandfather and 

B 5 ä his 
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his houſhold, called his motive love; and 
even malice and revenge have been bold 
enough to wear the ſame diſguiſe.” 

« And with which, my dear Madam,” 
faid Elliſon, ** of all theſe flattering appel- 
lations, do you honor my pretenſions?” 

« Shall I be plain with you, Sir?” ſaid 
Elfrida. 

O, I entreat it as a favor,” ſaid Elli- 
ſon. | 

« Your attachment to me, Sir,” ſaid El 
frida, I do conceive to os from op- 
poſition,” : 

« Oppoſition} Miſs Elfrida ; take care, 
Madam, take care. Oppoſition! to whom * ? 
to what?“ 

„To the wiſhes of the woman before 
you. You know our tempers and our ſen- 
timents are widely different ; you have me- 
rit, no doubt, it is my misſortune not to be 
able to do it juſtice,” 

« And why, Madam?” cried he, Why?“ 

I will tell you, Sir.” 

29 Tou need not trouble yourſelf,” ſaid 

Eon 
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1 X Elliſon, © I know already, tis Wilmot, the 
1 artful Wilmot.” | 
Mr. Wilmot,” returned ſhe, © is be- 
TX yond the utmoſt reachings of your ſcorn, 
- XZ nor ſhall I feel the ſtroke.” 

AA mere Proteus,” continued Elliſon, 


d who to come at your fortune, could lick 
the foot that ſpurns, could weep and ſmile, 
and creep and look ſuch pity-moving 
things, to pleaſe and captivate you;” he 


pauſed. 

« Proceed, Sir,” ſaid Elfrida, “upon 
this ſubject, I with not to interrupt you; 
©, fill up the meaſure of your recommendations. 
to me, by the illiberality of your ſentiments, 
the venom of your ſarcaſms; and then aſ - 
re ſure yourſelf of Elfrida's hand, by ber pa- 
1- WM five alienation of her rights, as an individual, 
do do you pleaſure,” 
= « And. are theſe the moments given us 
by our indulgent relations ? this our tender” 
interview?“ 

* The color of our converſation,” ſaid 
id MElfrida, is all your own; Thad reſolved. 
to Sq myſelf, without complaint, to 

| B 6 gratify 
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gratify the ambition of my friends; but it 
was ſo new to me to have an aweful change 
of condition before me, that if you, Sir, 


had meant me kindly, you would much * 
rather have ſoothed than terrified; you 


would have tried to win not to inſult my 
heart. Wilmot, for the laſt time J men- 
tion him, if you retract not your intentions, 
deſerves, and ever ſhall enjoy my friendſhip, 
my eſteem, my gratitude; nor will I marry 


even you, Sir, let the conſequence be what E 
it may, if you again ſtrike at the object of 
thoſe rational, juſt, and honeſt ſuſceptibili- | 


ties. You know we were brought up to- 


gether, like a brother, he was dear to me, | | 
like a brother he ſaved me from your lively 


frolics, how—" 


« O Elfrida !” ſaid Elliſon, 


e have not a thought of him I am 
aſhamed to avow; my heart may, as you | 
ſuſpect, be touched, but my principles are 
untainted; I would not marry him were he | 
bleſſed, as you are, with fortune, with all | 
this declared approbation, without the full 


and 
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and perfect conſent of my father and mother, 
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it , if you can make choice of a woman, 
ge Whoſe affections you doubt, and whoſe good 
ir, Pinion you do not ſeem deſirous of culti- 
-h j ting, you will learn to judge what ſacredy 
du PPtions I entertain of filial duty and filial 


0 t nderneſs, by what I can do for their hap- 
1 neſs, where you are concerned; and you 
ould do well, that fincerity might dwell in 
y heart, and veracity on my lips, to wait 
ö 11 time and your generous treatment might 
Hable me to tell you what you was to me 
Fichout offending your ear.“ 

« How auſtere! how commanding your 
anner is!“ ſaid Elliſon, © but, as I can- 
ot live without you, I will accord to your 
rms; it ſhall be my endeavor to ſoften, to 
Fin vpon your ſenſibility ; but you will be 


Lit 


Won of hearing your favorable thoughts of 
He, ſo ſoon as I am happy enough to awaken 
uch in your boſom.” | 

he MF © I will only, Mr. Elliſon,” ſaid Elfrida, 
all BF make one obſervation; you ſay you can- 
all Pot exiſt withent me, and thus, for your 
r, Nun felicity, become unmindful of my 
ad | dlaim 


Iniformly good, nor deny me the ſatisfac- 
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* 1 


claims to conſideration, Suppoſe I was I 
to tell you I could not exiſt with you 4 
are not the laws of God and man as much! 
my defence as they are yours? you cannot Mo 
conquer your feelings, J have as little power Er 
over mine; you look upon the ceremony 
that would unite us, with delight, I with 
horror; you promiſe yourſelf you ſhall re- 
joice to live with me, I hope for peace only 
in the grave; and, now Sir, ſupported as 
you are by my relations, you have the ad-. 
vantage of me; but remember, if you ſee 
my health decline, my ſpirits fink into de-P* 
jection, my diffolution drawing near, re- 
member you are not deceived, not even e 
ſelf-deceived. My mind, you know, is my 5 LE 
own; and though my conduct muſt be W* 
ſuch, out of reſpect to myſelf, as eannot s 8 
diſhonor you; in my kingdom, the king- WP 
dom of my mind, I ſhall be free; for be- 
yond this unhappy perſon; 'in a peculiar 
manner unhappy, I will ſay it, becauſe pleaſ- | 
ing to you, — 
« Perdition, torture, cried Elliſon, © yet 
you ſball be mine, and 1 will love you, WF 
adore 


OY 


EL FRI DA. 1 5 


ore you, in ſpite of all your inſulting 
Fuelty.“ ; 
« Beyond my perſon you will have no 
ower ; and here I muſt beg our firſt con- 
rence may terminate. Make what report 
ny Wt me you think proper.” 
ich Elliſon was too wiſe ever to complain of 
Phat paſſed between Elfrida and Wilmot, 
or in the firſt place he was not without his 
Wars, as the boy was a great favorite with 
he Lady Miſtreſs of Arcadia, that ſome 
Womantic whim, if ſhe knew the true ſtate 
Pf affairs, might operate in his favor; and, 
n the ſecond, it would have been very un- 
alonable to have told ſuch a tale after 


ny Peclaring his paſſion, and ſhewn himſelf ca- 
be f dable of ſo unknightly an act, as know!ngly 


d take a fair lady's hand b violence, an act 
coatrary to all the rules of chivalry as to 
ndanger his reputation at all points; for no 
oner did this young ſpark dip into his 
ventful hiſtory, than he was aware how far 
lis mother-in-law was advanced upon heroic 
ound, and therefore greatly preferred the 
e to the hazardous mode of conduct, 
namely, 
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namely, ſmiling in the midſt of bitterneſs ad 
wrath, to diſcharging any part of it, which 7 
would recoil, perhaps, upon his own head. 1 

Having taken a turn or two about the 
ſaloon to collect himſelf, and ſet his features 
for the buſineſs of the day, Let me, 
Madam, ſaid he, to Elfrida, „have mY] 
honor of leading you to our relations.” J 

Elfrida again ſtarted, ſighed, looked up} 
to heaven, then gave him her hand, as} 
he had held his out during the reluctance 
ſhe had ſhewn, and he aſſuming an air 
of the utmoſt ſatisfaction, was of courſe 
congratulated by his friends upon his ap- 
proaching nuptials; for, in proportion to 
Elfrida's diſinclination to become his wife, 
he ſeemed to confirm himſelf in the reſolu- 


tion of being her huſbaud, 
r 
A JOURNEY. q 


Elfrida requeſted to change her apart- 
ment to a wing of the houſe, which had only 
a view 
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a 4 jew of the diſtant hills; the lawn, the 
chf Hal, the ſea, ſhe could not endure to be- 
4. 1d, for Wilmot and thoſe were inſeparable 

the. 
Piects. 
oy She was alſo ſpared, at her earneſt peti- 
ne £ dn, every mention of the preparations, as 
25 called them, for ſacrifice, except the 
ecution of the marriage- articles, when 
liſon, with the importance of an approved 
er, ſupported her and guided her hand, 
her name would not have been le- 

ile. 

The night preceding the great day ſne 
ſhed to have paſſed with Mrs. Jenkins, 
t recollecting the duties of her approach- 
g character, and the honor and delicacy 
e ought to obſerve, ſhe did not ſuffer her- 
f to breathe that wiſh; ſhe reſolved to 
Irn every ſoft remembrance of Wilmot out 
her heart, and, for the purpoſe of in- 
rming herſelf clearly of ſuch as ſhe muſt 
rticularly guard againſt, her mind took a 
neral review of every thought concerning 
n, and ſhe was found by the good woman, 
the hour ſhe was ordered to attend her, 
ſtupified 


brought her, and ſuffered kerſelf to bei 


out of the view of her dreſſing-glaſs, and all 
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ſtupified with grief, and only thrown upon * 
the bed, without being undreſſed, a cir 
cumſtance to. which ſhe never once ad. 
verted, until Hannah's ſurprize pointed if 
out. i 

She aſked for a few lavender-drops upon} 
a bit of ſugar, took a diſh of tea which way! 


adorned, only taking care to ſeat herſelf for 


pale and trembling was conducted by the ex [ 2 
ulting bridegroom to the church, here 4 
ſtranger performed the ceremony, Hannah 
ſtanding behind her with a bottle of hartſ4 
horn and ſilently weeping ; this was Ellifon's 
thought, though he did not aſſign his rea- 
ſons for it, for he was fearful the fight off 
Wilmot's father would have thrown hi 
lovely, though moutning, bride, into fuchſ 
diftreſs, as would have revealed all that he. 
wiſhed to conceal. 

The ceremony over, ſhe haſtily preſſed 
forward, to hide herſelf in the carriage, and 
{ought to be alone. 


* 


Bui 


ol But Elliſon, now ſure of her, would not 


ir 
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ave her. My beloved Elfrida, ſaid he, 
borgive the man that has thus become 
pur huſband, and compaſſionate his diſ- 
acted ſtate of mind; to loſe you he was 


t equal to, but if a life of tenderneſs, of 
iendſhip, of adoration, can atone for his 


i onduct, you ſhall never look back to this 


ol with regret. Pity, pardon and endure 
e in your ſight, or baniſh me until you 
an extend to me your unreluftant hand. 
will henceforth be whatever youare pleaſed 


make me; but defer not beyond the 


bſolutely neceſſary time to reconcile your- 


elf to my company and converſation ; de- 


er not to give happineſs to your father and 
nother; the Elliſon you have known me 


all this day expire; I will be gentle, 
Wender, good; and, O Elfrida, let not the 
Inconquerable affection your manifold beau- 


ies inſpired me with, be our deſtruction; 
ut pardon your lover, and pity and receive 

our huſhand.” 
She held out her hand to him. We are 
ow,” ſaid ſhe, © the fon and daughter of 
Captain 
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Captain and Mrs. Overbury, our happineſs I 
uill be theirs. I have much to be forgiven | 
by you; but you will, 1 dare hope from 
your behavior at this inſtant, inſinuate 
yourſelf into my voluntary, as you have ob- 
tained my ſanctified attachment; let this day | 
then change us both. I ſhall always re- 
member my plighted faith is your's, and 
that you have a right to regulate my actions. 

When do we ſet off for Bath?“ 

« In a few hours,” ſaid Elliſon, and then 
kneeling before her; Woman of my 
l heart,” ſaid he, © relieve me from the ap- 
| prehenſions which ſome of your words have 
| left upon my mind; do not weep, or hate 
N me in your private moments, but recover 
| your enchanting chearfulneſs, and live, if 
0 not for me, for your beloved father and 
| mother,” | 
She again held out her hand to him, 
li begged he would riſe, and rejoin the com- 
10 pany. 

Elliſon, in order to ſurprize her agreeably, 
aſked Hannah's huſband to let her accom- 
pany them to London; We will reſtore 

her 
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Wher to you,” ſaid he, © as ſoon as we can 
part with her.” 

Hannah was wild with pleaſure ; ſhe ran, 
though forbidden, into Eltrida's chamber; 
and faid, © 1 ſhall ſee Captain and Mrs, 
verbury, as well as you, Madam; the 
Mr. Elliſon I once hated, has had the good- 
nels to propoſe my going up with you, and 
Richard is willing to ſpare me, and J ſhall 
travel in the coach with you, and methought 
Mr. Elliſon looked quite handſome when he 
old me ſo.” 

Elfrida felt this mark of |:indnefs and at- 
tention ; ſhe aroſe, and, for the firſt time, 
walked to her to:ler. © I lock very pale, 
Hannah,” faid ſhe, © but I have paſſed, you 
know, through a ſolerin ceremony. Mr, 
Elliſon has greatly obliged me by pro- 
curing me your attendance, and 1 will 
go and thank him.” She went to the 
door, then ſtopped, “ No,” ſaid ſhe, 1 
will wait his coming to me; I think he will 
not forget to lead me to his relations.“ 
Elliſon preſented himſelf. © Mrs. Jenkins 
here, faid he, © that is contrary to agree- 
ment; 
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ment; 1 intended, my Elfrida, to hay 4 
given you a pleaſing and unexpected token q 
my remembrance of you, by producing he 
when we came to ſet off, but I ſee ther 
was no. preventing her betraying me.” | 
« I am not inſenſible,“ ſaid Elfrida, * 
your kindneſs, and it is with pleaſure I ac 
knowledge you have, Sir, this day, laid mt 
under an obligation to you.? 
Elliſon called himſelf the happieſt of men 
0 but ventured not even to kiſs Elfrida's hand 
Wl! for fear of diſcompoſing her. 
1 This incident had a viſible good effect up 
on her ſpirits ; ſhe was determined to ſee al 
ll the merit of it, but an unlucky recollectio 
| 


of what Wilmot was accuſtomed to do fc 
1 her, not to atone for his faults, but ſeparate 
[i and diſintereſtedly to promote her felicity 

N threw her into great diſtreſs. 
0 | « Yet, O why did he not,” ſaid her heat 
1 « leave my father and mother to exert the 
authority over me, and make me miſerabl 
without uniting with them, in this only in 
Qance of unkindneſs, againſt my everlaſtin 
Peace 


c 
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4 ace; but the action was not his on; he 
1 id it, I am perſuaded, at the requeſt of 

"Whoſe who conceived they had a right to de- 

roy me. 

Mr. and Mrs. Elliſon were to accom- 

any them to Bath, but, not to part man and 

ife, they ſaid, or diſappoint the wiſhes of 
e worthy Mrs. Jenkins, they went in their 

aiſe, Elliſon, Elfrida, and this humble 

jend in their coach. 

Elfrida ſhut her eyes until they had cleared 
e park-wall, and then gave one ſigh to 
e loſt pleaſure of Arcadia, and bent her 
ind to be amuſed with new objects ; they 
rived fafe at Bath, where, having ſtaid a 
puple of days, they left their father and 
other Elliſon in that city, and purſued their 
durney to London, 

Mrs. Elliſon had informed Captain Over- 
ry when the nuptial-day was fixed, nor 
d Hannah fail to communicate the fame 
telligence to Wilmot. Tour letter,” 
id the, “ coft Miſs Elfrida many tears, 
t comfort yourſelf the beſt you can, for 
the might have choſe, the lot would furely 
have 
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have fallen upon Jonas; you underſtand me 
Sir, and will forgive my plain way of writing 
but what of that, the fineſt pens can on) 
tell you truths. in finer words, but it is: 
the ſame at laſt; and the more is the pit 
that I have no better news for you.” Elf 
Wilmot flew to Mrs. Overbury; Before 
hold, Madam,” ſaid he, giving her Han 
nah's letter, “ the criſis of my melancho 
deſtiny is arrived; your Elfrida will tc 
morrow be Elliſon's Elfrida ; reſtore me m 
precious depoſit, and let me try what wind 
and waves can do to ſooth my wretched 
neſs,” 
« Alas, my noble minded young friend 
I am now going to loſe your eſteem, > 
ſervedly to Joſe it; my huſband ſurprize 
me contemplating the features of my belove 
child; he has got poſſeſſion of our Elfride 
performance, and, forgetting the innocent 
5 of the heart that dictated the motto, ſays, 
i would be diſhonorable to her character, f 
N it to be in any body's poſſeſſion but | 
Y own.” 
i! | Wilm 
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mW Wilmot ſmote his forehead; „ will 
Wnot complain, Madam,” faid he, © I will 
Wot wound the mind I reſpect, but you have 
one me an irreparable injury, you have, 
unintentionally, deſtroyed me ; may your 
Elfrida's preſence, nevertheleſs, make you 
forget him, that forgot himſelf to oblige 
you.“ 

My huſband is here,” ſaid Mrs. Over- 
bury, © and I will venture to aſk him to re- 
ſtore it, your conduct towards us merits 
ſome high reward, and perhaps change of 
circumſtances may give birth to change of 
opinion, Moderate your diſtreſs, my dear 
M Wilmot, let him not fee the utmoſt value 
you hold it in.“ 

Captain Overbury ſhook him by the 
hand; but with all his firmneſs was ſhocked 
at his altered countenance; he ſat down, 
endeavored to ſtart unintereſting. ſubjects; 
but his heart was touched, and he ſincerely 
pitied the victim of his pride and ambi- 
non. 

Theſe returns of the Lieutenant's mind 
a do its natural bent, he always labored hard 
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manity would force their way through all 


had been enjoyed by him, in the character 
of a favored lover, an affectionate huſband 


bluſh to know my Elfrida had ever commit 
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to reſtrain and correct, but truth and hu 


the bars which falſe prudence and reſolutio 
could erect. 
The moſt delightful ſcenes of happineſ 


and a bleſſed father; his fire-fide had know 
both ſocial, domeſtic and paternal pleaſures 
though plenty had not preſided at his table 
or elegance marked his footſteps, 

«© We have a requeſt to make you, m 
dear,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, © with all ſub 
miſſion, nevertheleſs, to your better judge 
ment. Different age gives a different colo 
to our actions; a preſent from our womanh 
Elfrida, would ill become her to beſtow 
and could not with honor be aiked, even, per 
haps, by the friend of her youth; but the 
picture this young Gentleman intruſted with 
me, was an infant performance and an in 
fant gift; the offering, I may ſay, of infan 
gratitude. Can it not then, with propriety 
be reſtored to him? Methinks I ſhoul: 
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ted an action that her father muſt correct the 
delicacy of.“ 

« Young Gentleman,” ſaid the Lieute- 
nant,* do not be the leſs in love with virtue, 
becauſe ſhe may ſeem to wear a forbidding 
brow ; I with-held not the picture from ca- 
price, but from a nice, however poſſibly, 
miſtaken ſenſe of honor; I know the purity 
of my child's heart, and the nature of your 
infant friendſhip ; be it therefore as you wiſh, 
but we mult date the era of its preſentation, 
to put it out of the power of time, chance, 
or malice, to give it an ill coloring.” 

cc We will do more, my dear Sir,” ſaid 
Wilmot, than merely dating it, we will 
eraſe the precious motto by filling up the 
border; the ſervice I rendered your Elfrida 
merits no ſuch flattering teſtunony ; and I 
would guard againſt every ſhadow of miſ- 
conſtruction as tenderly as her own father 
the miniature, my dear Sir, is allI wiſh to be 
poſſeſſed of.” 

* It ſhall be yours,” ſaid the Lieutenant, 
find you may be truſted ; and may happy 
days and years await you, my good young 
| C2 Gentleman, 


- 


28 EL FRI DA. 


Gentleman, for your heart is certainly in the 
right place.“ 

Wilmot dipped a bruſh in lerne color; 
Mrs. Overbury helped him to at his repeated 
requeſt. * þ ſhould be miſerable,” ſaid he, 
ce if I enjoyed a gratification at the expence 
of a moment's pain to the father and mother 
of Miſs Overbury, or the remoteſt poſſibility 
of endangering her ſpotleſs fame; in this 
ſt ite, Sir, having totally expunged their 
letters, none will know the value of this 
portrait, but the unhappy youth who willWeri: 
never part with it more to the deareſt friend he 
on earth.” 

What do you do with yourſelf to-mor- 
row? ſaid Mr. Overbury at parting, © will? 
you give us your company ?” | 

* Ah, Sir!” ſaid Wilmot. 

« Tt ſhall be ſo,” ſaid the Lieutenant, 
preſſing his hand, for henceforth you ſhall 
be my Wilmot.” 

Wilmot ruſhed out to conceal his emo- 
tions, and miſtaking his way home, thougi_P?' 
a fine moon-light night, wandered for hours 
_—_— with his own thoughts ; at length, 

ſaid 
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aid he, 1 have loſt the daughter and gained 
he mother; Elfrida and I ſhall then, ſurely, 
be relations, of a kind that will ſuit her de- 
icate ſituation; ſhe ſhall be my ſiſter, my 
ſiſter given by her father to Elliſon; and 
ay ſhe be happy, however wretched that 
event mult render me.” | 

Mrs. Overbury ſaid many kind and ſooth- 
ng things to Wilmot, endeavored to keep 
im in converſation or employment the 
hole day, and promifed him her unalterable 
friendſhip; © You ſhall write to me” ſaid 
ſhe, © and tell me all your deſtinations, the 
mprovement of your fortune, your ſenſible 
remarks ; indeed, Mr. Wilmot, it is in your 
power to afford me great entertainment,” 

Wilmot did his beſt to appear happy, 
ut looked at his watch ſeveral different 
imes, ſaid the weather was fine, and betrayed 
conſciouſneſs of that day's tranſaction, 
and when no longer able to contain himſelf, 
* Elfrida Overbury,” ſaid he, © is no more, 


and I muſt teach myſelf to revere Mrs. El- 
liſon.“ 
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He left them at eleven in the evening, 
and the next morning was in a high fever, 
a circumſtance the Lieutenant alone diſ- 
covered by calling at his lodgings, for Wil- 
mot had forbid their being made acquainted 
with it. | 

Mrs. Overbury flew to ſee him, and, 
kneeling by his bed-ſide, intreated him to 
live for her ſake. © I ſhall for ever be un- 
happy, Wilmot,” faid ſhe, © if you do not 
recover; let not your dear friend's marriage 
take place under fuch frightful auſpices as 
the death of a youth fo deſervedly beloved; 
compoſe your mind, or, if it will relieve 
you, make ray breaſt the repoſitory of your 
ſorrows. I know how inſenſibly your at- 
tachment has ſtolen upon you, grown with 
your- growth and ſtrengthened with your 
ſtrength ; but you have found a ſiſter with- 
aut loſing a friend; for henceforth I Will 
conſider you as my own child; for my peace 
ſake then, my tranquillity, live, my Wil- 
mot live, and be to me a ſon.” 

Wilmot wiſhed to oblige her, but his 
fever was violent, and the combat between 

that 
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hat and his conſtitution hard fought, the 
atter was, however, ſucceſsful, and he was 
gain able to walk out, and Mrs. Overbury 
old him, that, if he wiſhed it, he ſhould 
bid her Elfrida adieu before he left En- 
gland. 


- A MEETING. 


e Mr. and Mrs. Elliſon at length arrived 
sin London, and never was meeting more 
tender or touching than that between the 
e Captain, Mrs. Overbury and their lovely 
r child, who almoſt even forgot Wilmor, in 
- W the rapture of her dear father and mother; 
and Ellifon behaved very well. 
r Hannah blubbered out her joy, but 
could not forbear thinking how much hap- 
pier the ſcene would have been, if Wilmot, 
> W inſtead of Elliſon, had married Elfrida. 
Mrs. Overbury, when they became a 
little compoſed, thought Elfrida much al- 
"WO tered, the vivacity of her countenance was 
Lone, and her fine bloom faded, but the 
C4 difterence 
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difference of infancy and youth might havel 
. occaſioned the change, and ſhe ſought not 
to convince her heart of the painful truth. 
Thus ſhe pined in thought, and Elfrida 
exerted herſelf to the utmoſt to appear tran- 
quil. 
« But my dear mother,” ſaid ſhe, © how 
can I, when I look upon you, but lament 
the days, the years of ſupreme delight we 
have loſt by our ſeparation? had your El- 
- frida been permitted to grow up under your 
own eye, ſhe would not have been miſtreſs 
of ſo many, what the world calls, elegant Wyo 
accompliſhments, indeed, but then ſhe would {Wi 
have been rich in content, and all her little Nin 
powers would have been exerciſed to pleaſe Weſt 
you; and, O, Madam,” added ſhe, in a 
half whiſper, * if you knew all, I deſerve to 
have been poor, for the beſt talents heaven 
has beſtowed upon me, are ſuch as fit me 
for a life of reſignation, of frugality, of ob- 
{curity ; I am thrown out of my track, and 
nature has ſuſtained a force, by making me 


a fine lady. 
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Mrs. Overbury, who felt every wor ſl e 
attered, preſſed her hand; Life of my 
ife,” ſaid ſhe, © if it had depended up- 
on my choice we had never been ſep a- 
rated.“ | 
Elliſon expreſſed a wiſh that they might 
be all one family, but the Lieutenant would 


not quit his old lodgings, and only begged 
veto be indulged with as much of Elfrida's 
- Fompany as poſſible. 


« My dear Sir,” ſaid Elliſon, © all you 
haye.to fear from us is, that we ſhall oppreſs 
you with our kindneſs, if you can call it 
kind in us to devote a large portion of our 


ſteem and reſpect, but I ſhall take my leave 
vith the warmeſt affection, the gion of 
a ſon.” 

Mr. Overbury endeavored to * 
aimſelf he was quite pleaſed and quite happy, 
dut the ſight of Hannah reviving ſome re- 
olleftions of the ſmarting heart under tender 
liſappointments, ke ſighed and trembled for 
ks Elfrida. 
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ime to you; I met you with ſentiments of 
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his wife, © what a countenance ! ſhe wouldf 


be in his conduct; I do not take upon me 


« What a bleſſed child ours is !” ſaid he to 


not diſgrace the higheſt ſituation ; ' they have 
fortune ſufficient, however, and I do believe 
Elliſon will deſerve her.“ 

« Heaven grant it,” replied Mrs. Over 
bury, © he is very attentive to our child, an 
very polite to us, but I wiſh his heart may 


to be an infallible tranſlator of looks, bu 
if J am not very greatly deceived, Elliſon i 
one of thoſe who are ſubject to ſudden and 
violent changes of humor, and can hate to 
morrow what he doated upon to day.” 

ce What an alarming and ungenerous pic 
ture,” ſaid Mr. Overbury,” have you drawt 
of a young fellow you have ſeen but for 
few hours; if Elfrida is not "HR thi 
cauſe— 

« How, my dear,” exclaimed Mrs. Over 
bury, © would you inſinuate that our E 
frida—” 

« Do underſtand me,” ſaid Mr. Over 
bury, © I mean not that our child is capabk 
-of departing from the great outline of tl 

dutic 


uties to which ſhe has bound herſelf to ad- 
ere, but there are a thouſand little intereſi- 
ing touches of critical colorings, that either 
barm or hurt the mind, for they operate in 
Extremes, which obedience is too cold to 


demand ; we will, however, hope the beſt, 
or Weinen ſorrow, it is both fooliſh and 
impious.“ 

Elliſon entered with avidity into the 
iſſipation of the metropolis, was profule in 
adorning his wife, took her to court, to 
every place of polite reſort, and was flattered 
beyond meaſure by the admiration and envy 
her preſence excited, 

A man of faſhion formed an intimacy with 
him, and drew him often from home; El: 
frida was not pained by his abſence, and 
he pleaſure of her company made the Lieu- 
enant for a time unmindful of the conſe- 

quence. 
Hannah ſought an opportunity of con- 
erſing with Mrs. Overbury alone, to open 
her whole heart to her; for though Mrs. 
Elliſon appeared ne ſatisfied with every 
CS thing, 


lictate, and which love is too warm not to 
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36 ELFRKI1DEA | 
thing, ſhe was perſuaded of the contrary 
for Elliſon's 


ill- nature would ſometime 
ſhew itſelf in his face, to let you know 
Hannah would fay to herſelf, that it was 
alive in his heart; and above all things it 
appeared a bad ſign to her of Elfrida's hap. 
pineſs, that ſhe never pronounced the name 
of the worthy Mr. Wilmot, and had. inſtructed 
her not to mention it upon any occaſion; 
Mr. Overbury penetrated her deſign, and, 
in ſome degree, her motives, and cautioned 
his wife, as ſhe valued her own peace, or 
his ſatisfaction, to decline every private 
interview; hence Mrs. Jenkins found her 
ſelf conſtantly diſappointed in her attempts. 

Wilmot having ſolicited and obtainec 
both his uncle's and his father's conſent to 
go to India, was honored, through the in- 
tereſt of the former, with a moſt importan 
commuſhon, relative to the recovery of im 
menſe wealth, buried and ſcattered in variou 
parts of the ſcene of warfare and carnage i 
the Eaſtern world, which promiſed to lead to 
Feat advantage. 


His 
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His father's large family induced him to 
part unreluctantly with this worthy ſon, on 
whom he could only beſtow his good 
wiſhes for his future advancement; and his 
uncle having married a woman who was not 
fond, ſhe ſaid, of relations living with man 
and wife, made him a handſome preſent to 
fit him out, and from family conſiderations 
r:joiced in his departure, 

The young Gentleman was, however, ſo 
long in compleating his neceſſary prepara- 
tions, that he was no ſtranger to the giddy 
and improper connexions which Elliſon had 
made, and, for Elfrida's ſake, lamented the 
diſcovery. 

He had engaged to ſee Mrs. oe bee 
fore he embarked, but learning that Elfrida 
almoſt lived with her father and mother, he 
would not preſume to wait upon them but 
by their own, appointment, he accordingly 
wrote to them to. grant him ſuch appoint- 
ment, and reminded them of the promiſe 
which they had made him, of prevailing up- 
on their daughter to permit him to bid her 
adieu. 

This 
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This note was received by Mrs. Overbury 
when her daughter and ſhe were alone, | 
Elfrida was unſpeakably diſtreſſed, © OF 
my deareſt mother, ſaid ſhe, © ſpare me 
the rencounter ; my heart is right, but J 
could not anſwer for appearances ; my in- 
tant attachment is deeply rooted ; my huſ- 
band would not approve of my ſeeing him, 
and I will confeſs myſelf unequal to the 
- '; 0 
The Lieutenant and his wife having con-M;; 
ſulted together, it was reſolved the former A 
thouid introduce the ſubject of Wilmot's ap-WM 4; 
proaching departure, and his requeſt to taken 
leave of Mrs. Elliſon, when tete-a-tete with 
his ſon. p 
Elliſon commended the young man's p 
ſpirit and conduct. There is meaning, my 9 
dear Sir, in this, ſaid he, © he that has his © 
fortune to make, has no other card to de- cc 
pend upon than changing the mild climate q 
of Britain for the burning ſuns of the golden 
World. Will he not call upon us before he © 
goes? 
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ce It is his wiſh,” ſaid Mr. Overbury, © to 
Wd our daughter farewell; and you, I dare 
believe, can have no objection.” 

« How Sir!” ſaid Elliſon, © you do not 
Fake me, I hope for an Italian huſband ? 
Our Elfrida ſhall ever be miſtreſs of herſelf 


[- upon theſe occaſions, I know her well, 
MW purity is the inner garment of her ſoul ; you 
1 will do me the juſtice to bear witneſs, the 


overture for Wilmot's viſiting us, came from 
me, though I forget not, Captain Overbury, 
chere was a time when Elfrida called him 
her own Wilmot, but I alſo remember ſhe is 
now my wife.” 

There, was a mixture of generoſity and 
pride, which the Lieutenant could not but 
perceive in this ſpeech; nor was his 
good opinion of his ſon-in-law much in- 
creaſed when he found him ſo indelicate as 
to rally her at dinner upon her favorite's 
quitting his native country, 

« We ſhall have him return a Nabob up- 
ne on us,” ſaid he, many young fellows, 

who go out adventurers, as I preſume is 
I: the caſe with our young friend, have returned 


rolling 
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rolling in wealth, I wiſh him the treaſures 
of the Eaſt, to make him amends for his loſs 
of the bright gem my better deſtiny has made i 
me maſter of; he knows its value, and would, 
I believe, exchange both Indies for it; but 
who can. tell what may be in the chapter off 
probabilities for him; my mortality may 
give him an opportunity in his #abo&/bip, to 
become a candidate for the hand I have rob- 
bed him of.” 

Elfrida was wounded ; every tender ſcene 
of her infancy was revived in her memory; 
ſhe beheld Wilmot in the boat with her, 
| ſhe ſighed, and with difficulty forbore giving 
a tear to the recollection. | 

Obſerving they were all ſilent, Mr. El- 
liſon, with the eaſe he had acquired from 
the good company he daily mixed with, 
turned to Captain Overbury, © Will you 
have the goodneſs, Sir, to invite him. 
I am too happy a man to. wiſh to ſee him; 
we ought to feel for our friends upon alli 
theſe occaſions. Mrs. Overbury will be ſo: 
kind as to aſſiſt her daugbter in receiving: 
him; tell him of my engagement, that he 

may 


„ 
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ay not conceive himſelf ſlighted, and aſ- 
ire him of my wiſhes for his proſperity ;” 
le ſaying, he careleſsly, but politely bow- 
d, and went out, Mr. Overbury following 
Pim. 

« am wretched,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, 
my beloved Elfrida, 1 am moſt wretched 
o ſee— 

« Dear Madam,” ſaid Elfrida, © ſee only 
hat will give you pleaſure; am I not the 
ch Elfrida ? have I not a carriage, a ſet of 
rvants; an elegantly furniſhed wardrobe ? 
ow then can I be unhappy? the humble 
dung Gentleman, indeed, that ſolicits half 
hour's converſation with us, will not be 
l-Mzzled by what I poſſeſs ; but will, I much 
m cher fear, diſcover the true ſtate of the 
th, Wvner's heart. But he muſt come, my dear 


dt ſhew- ſhe is not able to wiſh an old 
quaintance well, an acquaintance, parti- 
larly, who is about to leave the king- 
om; you will then be ſo kind, as my 

huſband 


other,“ ſaid ſhe, © let it coſt my ſenſibility 
ut it may; the wife of Mr, Elliſon ſhall 
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huſband mentioned, to aſſiſt me in enter- 
taining him.“ 

« Well, fortify yourſelf my love,“ ſaid 
Mrs. Overbury, cc for my mind tells me your 


father will bring him to us, his lodging is NM 
not far diſtant,” res 

] have not a thought of him,” ſaid El-\ 11: 
frida, © that might not be laid naked and ver, 
open before you; but I dread violating the om, 
forms of ſociety ; my heart was ſo long ig-|oul. 
norant of the diſtinctions of wiſdom, cau- < ( 
tion, or whatever other deviſed rule, that IMF | 
have ſaid a thouſand things to Mr. Wilmot ring 
which nothing but the innocence of my ir v1 
tention could excuſe ; but I bluſh not fo W. 
the paſt, what innocence ſanctified modeſtyſſe, he 
cannot condemn, and Mr. Wilmot is wellal:: 
acquainted with the mind which diCtatedÞ'< L. 
them; all chat will be aukward to me is, tha} Mr 
kind of behavior I muft put on; for amm, 


I not Mr. Elliſon's wife? You and my felco. 
ther, becauſe I entreated-not to marry Mu or 
Elliſon, ſuppoſed I had a prepoſſeſſion; my burr 
friendſhip for Mr. Wilmot, under any othefpld ct} 


eye, would have conftituted one of ti 
oreatel 
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rreateſt happineſſes of my life: the ſevere 
Wroke was, being given to the enemy of my 
W-liverer; but if you pleaſe, my dear mo- 
her, we will talk no more of it.“ 
Mrs. Overbury was right in her conjec- 
Eres; the Lieutenant went immediately to 
Wilmot's lodgings ; he wiſhed the meeting 
@ycr, and the young man out of the king- 
om, perſuading himſelf that change of ſcene 
ould give him tranquility. | 
« Come, my boy,” ſaid he to Wilmor, 
have promiſed Elfrida and my wife to 
ring you to tea with them, and I muſt not 
o without you.“. | 
MM Wilmot was overwhelmed with confuſion ; 
e, however, caught his hat haſtily up, and, 
iſWalking our, made no reply, and followed 
e Lieutenant to his lodgings. 
Mrs. Overbury and Elfrida roſe to receive 
mſn, cach holding out a hand to bid him 
elconie; he kiſſed that of Mrs. Overbury, 
ut only bowed upon Mrs. Elliſon's, and in 
hurry to ſpeak the purport of his viſit, he 
od them he ſhould ſail in a few days. 


© You 


fe 
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« You will be kind enough to let us he! 
from you,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, © il! 
friendſhip muſt not be extinguiſhed by di C 


tance of ſituation ; you may meet with man 
that are better able to promote your ad 
vantage in life, but will not find ſincere 
hearts towards you than in the preſent com 


pany.” ca 
The alternate changes of Wilmor's com ret 
plex1on betrayed the agitation of his mind, We, 


« A letter, Madam,” ſaid ke to Mrs 
Overbury, © from ſuch. a friend as you, 
would be conſidered by me, in India, as Hrn. 


| Intercourſe with the bleſſed fpirits of Elyſ. Hes 
um; you reconcile me to—to—to my de- 


parture from my native country; and wh 
ſhall ſay Edmund Wilmot is an unhappy 
man, when he enjoys the eſteem of this moſt 
reſpected circle ?” 

« But, Madam,” ſaid he to Elfrida, I 


have a petition to offer, I think you willþd, 


not deny me; I ſhall once more viſit my 


father (this was a ſudden thought of Wil ©] 
mot's) and there is an old acquaintance onan 
mine in Arcadia, that would not be diſin- Med 


clinei 
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ned to make a voyage with me, if you 
Will permit it.“ 

Captain and Mrs, Overbury looked at 
Wc other. 

I ſhall be happy, Sir,” ſaid Elfrida, “ to 
ftore your little favorite to you, as my re- 
Wcdence at Arcadia will be uncertain ; and 
cannot be in tenderer hands than your's. 
retty creature! I will, my dear Sir,” ſaid 
de, addreſſing the Lieutenant, © tell you 
ze little hiſtory of this bird, when Mr. 


rning to Wilmot, © you would hear many 
les of the leſſons of gratitude I have given 
towards you ; an obligation, ſuch as a life 
eſerved, cannot be had in too lively re- 
jembrance, I will give orders it ſhall be 
lvered to you on demand.” 

e thank you, Madam,” faid Wilmot, 


1 have not now another affair to ſettle ;” 
ri d, forgetting he was invited to tea, was 
y ang to go. 

V11- © Pray, young Gentleman, ſaid the Lieu- 


nant, «reſurne your ſeat; you are not 


ed of our company, I hope, already; I 


ned thought 


ilmot takes leave of us. If it could ſpeak,” 
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thought you were to give us the whole aftel 
hoon.T 

| Wilmot bowed and ſat down. 

Mrs. Elliſon had dreſſed herſelf, thouy 
ſuitable to the character of Elliſon's wit 
yet in ſuch a manner as leaſt ſet off her figu 
or features; but poor Wilmot, with all tie 
kindneſs, was unable to be collected; l 
eyes were evermore upon the door, and! 
ſeemed to apprehend ſome diſagreeable in 
terruption. 

The truth was, he knew not how Flif 
might be diſpoſed to treat him, and he dreal 
ed encountering him, leſt he ſhould not 
ſufficiently upon his guard, if he receiy 


any trying provocation. Now! 
The Lieutenant at length, out of put rel, 
compaſſion, ſaid, Come, Wilmot, you a ml 
I will go read the papers.” - ad 
Wilmot jumped up, bowed, attempiiſ | 
ſucceſsleſsly to ſpeak, bowed again a Iſh 
haſtened out of che parlor, CYO1 
The Lieutenant, ſeeming not to percei ou; 
his diſorder, did all in his power to diſlips 6 
auſe 


it, but finding he could not recover hind 


* 
4 WIIhe 
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iſhed him a good night. Good night,” 
11d Wilmot, waging his hand; „alas! 

e never meet again.“ 

Hannah, however, having a her- 
f of his lodgings, was with him in the 
orning before he could ſet off. She wept 
wer him, kiſſed him, and wept again. 
Never ſhall I ſee ſuch another young Gen- 
leman,” ſaid ſhe, © you are the flower of 
goodneſs and the pattern of excellence; I 
zould have been content to die myſelf if that 
ould have made you happy.” 


ot open the hali-healed wounds of my 
jeart ; the man that has nothing to reproach 
imfelt with, in the midſt of even cruel diſ- 
eels, has a firm and conſtant ſupport ; we 


er days.“ 
* Ah, mercy upon us,” ſaid Hannah, I 
1h I could think ſo, but thoſe vile Blacks 
eyond ſea, ſuppoſe they were to poiſon 
ou; ſurely, Mr. Wilmot, if they ſhould, 
du would not come and terrify one, be- 
auſe one 5 
Wilmot 


ce My good friend,” ſaid Wilmot, © tear 


all all meet again, and, I truſt, ſee hap- 
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Wilmot ſmiled. © Set your mind at reſt,” 
ſaid he, Mrs. Jenkins; my ghoſt ſhall 
not diſturb you; you ſhould be above ſuch 
idle fears; for if the living were but as harm- 
leſs as che dead, it 1 be a happy 


World.“ 


"y But for all that,” ſaid Hannah, © if I 
was to ſee any one in a white ſheet, bleed- 
ing, and the like of that, I ſheuld conclude 
it was you come to tell me you were mur- 
dered ; or was I to meet any one by duſk 
with a bowl in their hand, I ſhould ſwear 
it was you that had died by poiſon. Well, 
well,” continued Hannah, * it is a folly to 
talk, but if you are only as proſperous as 
you are good, you may hold up your head 
by-and-by with the proudeft he in the world ; 
and don't be caſt down, Mr. Wilmot, for 
God is above the devil yet, and there is no 
knowing who may live or who may die; 
and many a fair lady has had the man for 
her ſecond huſband, ſhe could not get for 
her firſt 3 and—" 

Wilmot interrupted her. It is all over 
with me, my dear Mrs. Jenkins, J can- 


not 
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not hear you talk thus; where Miſs Over- 
bury was concerned it was quite different, 
but Mrs. Elliſon is too ſacred a character to 
be mentioned lightly ; but leave me, Mrs, 
Jenkins, we mult part.“ 

Hannah burſt again into tears, knelt 
down to bleſs him, and he was compelled 
to break from her, and leave her to recover 
herſelf how ſhe could, ſetting off immediately 
for Arcadia, where his chief and almoſt only 
buſineſs was the pigeon, for his family did 
not require a perſonal adieu. 

Elfrida perceived Hannah had been weep- 
ing, her heart told her the cauſe, and ſhe 
ſtudiouſly avoided every word that might 
lead to an avowal of it; but Elliſon, who let 
no opportunity eſcape him of tormenting, 
ſaid, «What then your favorite is gone, 
for ever gone, Mrs. Jenkins, (affecting to 
lament) and you are ſo kind as to whimper 
and to whine ?” - 12 

« Aye, aye,” ſaid Hannah, © a hard 
heart, as the world goes, is a great bleſſing, 
but thoſe who feel not the ſorrows of others 

Vor. II. 9 „ „ ei 
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will find themſelves, n their diſtreſsful 
hour comes, without pity.” 
Has your Jenkins meaning, Elfrida, 
in what ſhe fays,” demanded Elliſon, with 
an air of indolence, © does ſhe, think you, 
ſet up for a ſmall prophet, and, ſcreech-owl 
like, attempt to warn me of the evil to come; 
or is it merely the overflowings of her fond- 
neſs for the Arcadian youth, ſo unhappily 
driven, by diſappointed love, from his native 
land?“ 

Captain Overbury preſented himſelf, and 
never more ſeaſonably, for Elfrida was tor- 
tured by her huſband's humor, and wholly 
at a loſs for a reply. 

She inſtantly took alarm at her father's 
turn of countenance, © What has happened, 
Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © my dear mother 

«Is well, my love; ſaid the Lieute- 
nant. 

e Wilmot,” ſaid Elliſon, I hope our Wil- 
mot has not acted the part of the infatuated 
Werter, and— 

The Lieutenant looked angry; No, Sir, : 
faid he, © Mr, Wilmor '; conduct has uni- 

formly 
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ELFRIDA. tt 
formly been that of a man of honor, a gen- 
tleman, and, though it may perhaps ſhock a 
refined ear, a Chriſtian ; I ſee by your caſt 
of featutes, Sir, you are ready with a ſmart 
reply, but I have news for you that requires 
your moſt ſerious attention, Elfrida, my 
love, Mrs. Elliſon is no more ;” Elfrida was 


ſhocked, and Mr. Elliſon looked grave; 


ce and, young Gentleman,” ſaid the Lieute- 
nant, „you have now but one father.” 
Elliſon ſtared. 

« Explain yourſelf, dear Sir,” ſaid Elfrida, 
« tell us all.” 

ce Mr. and Mrs. Elliſon were loſt,” ſaid 
the Lieutenant, in croſſing the ferry, by 
ſore unfortunate accident, on their return 
home, and you are now ſole maſter of youre 
ſelf and fortune,” 

Elfrida ſhed tears of compaſſion for the 
fate of a woman, who had nevertheleſs been 
the worſt foe to her peace, and Elliſon pre- 
tended to walk the room in great diſcompo- 
{ure ; but the words, you are now maſter of 
yourſelf and fortune, had ſtruck him, and 
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he enjoyed more pſeaſure from them, than 
he felt grief at the dreadful cataſtrophe. 
Hannah bellowed at the news, telling 
Mrs. Elliſon ſhe would never ſleep in the 
dark again, if ſhe went without her dinner 
to buy a candle; for why, ſhe ſhould expect 
to ſee them drawing her curtains. But only 


think, Madam,” continued ſhe, © how 
Providence orders things; this couple 


thought they had done for themſelves for 
ever, when they had forced you to marry, 
and behold that very marriage has coſt them 
their lives, as one may ſay, for no other bu- 
ſineſs would have drawn them, at this ſea- 
ſon of the year, acroſs the ferry. Well, 
well, it is wonderful to ſee how good comes 
out of evil, and evil out of good, from one 
end of our days to the other.” 
Wilmot's mind was deranged by this me- 


lancholy incident; had 1t pleaſed Heaven to 


have taken them ſooner ; he, however, re- 
probated the idea, took his pigeon under 
his care, which Elliſon had been ſo malici- 


- ous, only becauſe it was his gift, and be- 
loved by Elfrida, to turn out to famine or 


diſaſter, 
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diſaſter, about five minutes before he leſt 
Arcadia, accompanied by his bride. Chance 
reſtored it, however, to his protection, and 
having ſettled the conſequences of a little 
adventure he met with, when in purſuit of 
the loſt bird, the particulars of which will 
in due time and place be laid before our 
readers, he departed for India, 


A PROVOCATION. 


It was now debated in full council how 
Ellifon ſhould proceed, but the diſſipations 
of London, and the pleaſures of high life, 
having taken faſt hold of his mind, he be- 
ſought the Lieutenant and his wife to go 
down to Arcadia, and ſettle all his affairs, 
« Do Sir,” ſaid Elfrida, © my dear father, 
if you have no very particular objection, 
for it would be a diſtreſſing ſcene to me 
now.“ 

Elliſon looked at her ſignificantly, and if 
he had not been reſtrained by the Lieute- 
nant's preſence, would have mentioned 

D 3 Wilmot's 


Wilmot's name, notwithſtanding, in his 
ſituation, decency required that his wit ſhould 
be unexerciſed. 

The Lieutenant having turned the pro- 
ſpect in his mind, felt himſelf very much in- 
clined to give into it; © It will,” ſaid he, 
perhaps, remind the owner of that ſeat, 
of a man he once profeſſed to love, and of 
a child that never offended him ; and who 
knows the benefits ſuch a memento may lead 
6 

Mrs. Overbury was 955 to part from her 


| Elfrida, but as Elliſon promiſed to follow 
them in a few weeks, they ſet off and ſoon 


reached their deſtined ſpot. | 
Their firſt care was to ſee the remains of 
4 unfortunate Mr. and Mrs. Elliſon proper- 
ly interred; their next to write an account of 
it to Mr. Cluwyd, with an offer of occu- 
pying or giving up the family-ſeat, as was 
moſt agreeable to his choice; and then to 
endeavor to make themſelves as comfortable 
as they could be without their Elfrida's com- 


* 
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The gardens and the park were quite 
new to them, for the former, as hath been 
repeatedly mentioned, were laid out, aecord- 
ing to the whimſical taſte of their temporary 
owner, in the paſtoral ſtile, as ſhe called it, 
and the latter was cut up into knick-knacks, 
as Hannah phraſed it. 

They found Parſon Wilmot a very agree- 
able neighbor, and his wife a moſt worthy, 
though not brilliant woman; and, except 
the abſence of their Elfrida, their tender 

concern for the fugitive Wilmot, and the 
| uncertainty of what notice Mr, Cluwyd 
would deign to honor them with, they were 
quite happy. 
Elliſon, now free from reſtraint, ſet off 
with eclat, his wife had a black chair with 
three ſervants, in mourning, for her parti- 
cular uſe ; and he had his hunters, his ſtud 
but above all the reſt, from a paſſion he 
contracted for gaming, ſeemed to be in haſte 
to run his race. 

Elfrida was vnconcerned for the future, 
and unintereſted by the preſent; a life of 
parade fatigued and mortified her, and the 

| D 4 worſt 
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the huſhand of your obedience has not requi- 


56 E L F RI D A. 


worſt ill that threatened her was the loſs of 
accommodations, which ſhe could not regret, 


becauſe ſhe could not enjoy. 


Her ſpirits were ſomewhat relieved at the 
muſical aſſembles; ſhe felt herſelf at the 


 fountain-head of harmony, and gave into 


many of theſe parties with ſome promiſe of 
amuſement, and ſhe even perſuaded herſelf 
ſhe had forgot Wilmot. £ 

About three months after Mr. and Mrs, 
Elliſon's death, ſhe was ſurprized by the un- 
expected company of her huſband at dinner, 
who had left her with the declaration of be- 
ing engaged for the day. 

He was kind to exceſs; called her an an- 
gel; © You have,” ſaid he, „Elfrida, as 
Mrs. Brookes expreſſes it, the ſoul as well 
as the outward form of beauty, I never yet 
beheld ſo intelligent a face, and then your 
mind;” continued he, How little do I 
appear in my own eyes, when I contemplate 
your mind ; if ever woman upon earth de- 
ſerved to be happy, you- are the woman ; 
and yet, my love, happineſs is denied you; 


ſites 


ELF RI D A. 57 


ſites to make you happy; his affection for 
you is wild, irregular, violent, while all the 
movements of your ſoul are gentle, correct, 
rational. O how unequal an union.“ 

Elfrida was alarmed ; © What, Mr. El- 
liſon,“ ſaid ſhe, © can have ſuggeſted theſe 
reflections; my heart you cannot ſee, but I 
think my conduct ſpeaks you not unkindly. 
I am not of a turn to profeſs much, and, 
though my fincerity may be a blemiſh in 
the world's eye, I think my huſband cannot 
be much hurt by it.“ 

« By heaven,” ſaid Elliſon, © I meant 
not to complain; even my molt private 
thoughts approve you; you are only too 
good, Elfrida, and I the unfortunate contraſt 
to your merits,” 

There is ſomething ſo unuſual,” ſaid 
Elfrida, © ſo—you will pardon me, unne- 
ceſlary is this ſelf-accuſation, and I own it 
ſtartles me; if it is intended as an introduction 
to what you may conceive a mortifying piece 
of information, ſpare yourſelf, Sir, and 
come immediately to the point ; life is full 
of viciſſitudes, aud we are now launched 

| D upon 
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that great ocean, and muſt expect to be tem- 
peſt-beaten.” 

ce In three words then,” ſaid Elliſon, «1 
am undone, my connexions broken, my 
fame blaſted, my proviſion gone, unleſs 
you could conſent —” 

« Name your wiſhes,” ſaid Elfrida, “and 
be aſſured I will accompliſh them; your 
partiality for me has, I am well aſſured, run 
you into great expence ; tell me how I ſhall 
contract myſelf, how retrieve your affection- 


ate error, and you ſhall find me quick to 


ſave.” | 

Elliſon's heart was honeſtly touched for 
the moment; © This goodneſs, Elfrida— 
ſuch a wife to the man you did not chooſe, 
What, what injury has not been done to 
him that would have been your choice; I 
ſpeak not now from narrow ſentiments, or 
ill-natured fuggeſtion, but generouſly, can- 
didly, Elfrida, for moſt happy would he 
have been that could have obtained you; 1 
will ſay, of yourſelf—" 

Human nature,” ſaid Elfrida, * is im- 
perfect, therefore, of courſe, human happi- 
N ; nels ; 


Is8 
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neſs; the great difference between us, Mr. 
Elliſon, I conceive to be our ſex, for does 


not Addiſon ſay, there is a ſex in the ſoul ? 


I am ſomething ſofter I believe than you, 
and could ſupport a ſtroke of misfortune, 
that affected only myſelf, with more reſo- 
Jution ; but to buſineſs, if you pleaſe ; tell 
me wherein I have the power to ſerve 
you.” 

« By robbing, by diſinheriting yourſelf,” 
ſaid Ellifon, * 1 have, I will not conceal it, 


encumbered my eſtate, but the ſale of one 


part would redeem the other. 

« Sell it then,“ ſaid ſhe, © it demands not 
a moment's deliberation.” 

But,“ returned Elliſon, “your couſin 
had your advantage ſo much at heart, that 1 


am bound down to the hardeſt terms 


“From which, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid Mrs. El- 
liſon, «I can releaſe you; make no delay 
then; I will meet your purpoſe, not only 
half way, but to its fulleſt completion; 
your cares that reſt upon my power to re- 


move, ſhall all be done away.“ 


— — — 
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Elliſon was frantic with ſurprize and joy, 
and left her to acquaint his right honorable 
friend of her ready concurrence ; nor did 


ſhe fail to attend him to the Court of King's- 
Bench, which was then fitting, to alienate 
her dower, and enable him to do as he pleaſed 


with his whole eſtate ; and, this point ſettled, 
we will, my Elfrida, ſaid MO make a 
viſit to the country. 

The buſineſs, through all its combina- 


tions, was ſoon diſpatched ; and Ellifon, to 


give himſelf a ſhort breathing-time, ordered 
a carriage to the door the next morning, and, 


accompanied by his wife and Mrs. Jenkins, 


who, from the viſible change in his behavior, 
thought he was growing quite good, bid 


adieu to London. 


But to the great felicity of Elfrida, inſtead 
of Arcadia-houſe, which ſhe trembled at the 
thoughts of entering, the Lieutenant had fit- 
ted up the Grange- hall for their reception; 


Mrs. Cluwyd having written, in her huſ- 
- band's name, that they ſhould be glad to 


have Cluwyd-park, alias Arcadia, vacated; 


as they would either occupy the premiſes 


themſelves, 


Vi 
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themſelves, or provide a new tenant; and 
this without one word of recognition of the 
Lieutenant or his wife, and thus all his hopes 
reſpecting Mr. Cluwyd's awakened kindneſs 
fell to the ground. 

| Elliſon looked ſurprized, nay diſpleaſed, 
at the change; Was this neceſſary, my dear 
Sir,” ſaid he. 

« Why, you will pardon me, young 
Gentleman,” ſaid the Lieutenant, “ but 
Arcadia ſeemed to me a weight you could 
very well diſpenſe with, as a town-reſidence 
is ſo much to your taſte.” 

Elfrida mentioned not, even to her mother, 
the ſtep ſhe had taken reſpecting her jointure, 
but portioning out her time, devoted a large 
ſhare of it to her pencil. © It was never, 
intended, my dear Madam,” ſaid ſhe, 
« that we ſhould live in idleneſs; and the 
body's exerciſe is the mind's health ; this is 
a piece of philoſophy I learned from Hannah, 
at a time when ſhe appeared to me an oracle, 
do not then deny me the pleaſure of being 
employed,” | 


Mr. 
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Mr. Overbury and Elliſon ſpent their 
time in reading, ſuperintending the im- 
p2 ements which the Captain had planned, 


and at back-gammon; and Mrs. Elliſon 


walked, read, and worked with her mother. 
Mr. Wilmot ſometimes called upon them; 
but Elliſon ſhewing a ſtrong diſinclination 
to viſiting him, they were ſcarcely upon 
ſpeaking terms, and for weeks had no other 


neighbor. 


Atlength it was announced that Cluwyd- 
-park was going to be inhabited, and this 
report was ſoon followed by the arrival of 
Sir Waiter Stephens ( Mrs. Overbury's old 
lover) and his young wife, whom he begged 
leave to introduce at the Grange; and be- 


ſpoke a friendly intercourſe ; © We were rivals 
once, Captain, ſaid he, © but thoſe days are 


ſo long ſince paſſed, I hope we fhall now be 


w 


upon a ſocial footing,* The Captain pro- 
feſſed himſelf deſirous to live in good neigh- 


borhood, and Mrs. Elliſon's mind felt 
neither pleaſure nor pain from the inci- 
dent, * 2 275 
* , 
Lady 


* 
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Lady Stephens was in every ſenſe of the 
word, a fine lady, fond of admiration, fond 
of frolic, and incapable of exiſting one mo- 
ment without cards. 

« Bleſs me,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, “ does 
this woman remember ſhe 1s a rational be- 
Ing, to be thus dying, as Dr. Young calls 
it, of a rage to live. I am certain ſhe and 
I ſhall not be much attached to each 
other.“ 

Lady Stephens was quite diverted with 
the naivete of her young acquaintance, and 
promiſed to open a new world upon her 
knowledge. © Who, my dear miſtaken 
Madam, beſide yourſelf,” afked ſhe, © in 
this age, looks for happineſs in the dull rou- 
tine of family connexions? You ſhall be 
my pupil, and I will teach you what po- 
lite life is; I have all my good leſſons ready 
for you in my library.” 

Elfrida was aſtoniſhed to find herſelf fur- 
niſhed with books, as books of entertain- 
ment, that were only ſo many frightful por- 
traits of human nature ; men and women of 
ſpi punt and ton, as it is called, were, in her 

opinion, 
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opinion, only ſo many monſters in creation, 
deſtroying and deſtroyed by turns; and ſhe 
could not forbear exclaiming, in the language 
of Juba, if knowledge of the world makes 
men perfidious, may Ella ever live in igno- 
rance. my hw | 

She now, however, no longer wondered 
at all the phenomena, as they appeared to 


her in her days of innocence ; of fetters and 


chains upon the manners and expreſſions of 
the individual, or at the clamorous diſtinc- 
tion of ſex, which had ſo much diſturbed 
her in Arcadia. © If male and female inter- 
courſe is merely,” ſaid ſhe,** a ſcene of licen- 
tiouſneſs and deceit; if, inſtead of being the 
brothers and friends of each other, they are 
the actual deceivers and betrayers, then in- 
deed was it good policy to keep them at a 
diſtance, and give them unfavorable and ap- 
prehenſive impreſſions of what is ſtiled love, 
but this is not nature, as Wilmot's heart and 
mine can bear teſtimony, it is the wicked 
art of a falſe and unfortunate education, and 
the baneful effect of unworthy example. 


Where piety is unknown, vice will dare to 


Thew 


. — — — . 


ELFRITDA — 
ſhew its head, and faſhion vauthorize what 
principle muſt condemn ; it is too late for 
me, however, to fear the infection, I will 
nevertheleſs ſhun it; it is good to be guard- 
ed at all points, where there is a poſſibility 
of aſſault, and the n ſecurity of a woman 
IS, always, retreat. 

Lady Stephens deſpiſed her nei * from 
her heart, but was ſo well bred as to cover 
the ſovereign contempt ſhe entertained for 
her narrow and abſurd notions, under a pro- 
fuſion of careſſes; the beauty of Elfrida's 
form, though faded, was frequently her to- 
pic; * If ſhe did but know her own pow. 
ers,” ſhe would ſay, © what glorious miſ- 
chief ſhe might do; but ſhe is both inani- 
mate and incorrigible ; I am not ſo blind 
but I can ſee what nature has done for her; 
ſhe might fit for a Venus; and her under- 
ſtanding is brilliant, but the ſentiments of 
her heart are home-ſpun, formal, vulgar; 
we may exalt the goddeſs of propriety as high 
as we pleaſe, and raiſe her a thouſand altars, 
but fancy, the playſul, the variable, I had 
almoſt ſaid the fantaſtic, deity for me; but 

E Mrs. 
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Mrs. Elliſon is the counterpart of her mo- 
ther, and this is what young women get by 
their duty and their filial regard, and their 
humdrum nonſenſe, to be unfitted for human 
ſociety.” | 

« Why do you not inſpire her,” ſaid Sir 
Walter, 

« have done my beſt,” replied the lady, 
ce but ſhe is a nen-elefric body, and the 
torch of Prometheus himſelf could not vivi- 
fy her.” 

Lady Stephens by way of doing ſome- 
thing to chaſe the monſter ennui (as Mrs. 
Brookes happily phraſes the weariſomeneſs 
of leiſure) coquetted with Ellifon, «I pro- 
teſt,” ſaid ſhe, © you are a fine fellow thrown 
away ; what a different order of beings we 
are, who touch the tropics, to you who 
freeze under the poles; how do you pals 
your evenings at the Grange?“ 

Come,“ ſaid Elliſon, pleaſantly enough, 
* you ſhall not rally me out of my happr 
neſs; ſuch a wife as Elfrida cannot be a 
diſagreeable companion; ſhe plays elegantly, 
and ſings enchantingly ; I am not afraid of 


railinght. 
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railing your expectations too high, for you 
can have no notion what a daughter of har- 
mony ſhe is; but you ſhall hear her and 
judge for yourſelf; and then in the country, 
where one hopes for nothing beyond living 
a le barbne, it mult be a very pleaſing ſur- 
prize to find one's ſelf in Elyſium,” 

« I grant, I grant you,” ſaid her ladyſhip, 
« very well hit off indeed, for your friends 
are ſo formal and ſo gentle, and ſo pious, 
and ſo plaintive, that the old ferry-boat was 
never better freighted, or the Elyſian fields 
better peopled by any of Charon's labors. 
] adopt the idea, and will henceforth call 
your Grange, the imperial territories of 
Pluto, your canal Lethe, your cara ſpoſa 
Antigone, your father Ulyſſes, your mother 
Penelope, and yourſelf the blooming Tele- 
machus; but, you wicked wretch, do not 
take it into your head to prefer the character 
of the Trojan general, miſtake me for Dido, 


.and attempt to allure me into any of your 


really well enough receſſes.” 

Here a general laugh of Elliſon, Sir Wal- 
ter, and her Ladyſhip, filled up a paule, 
| | that 
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that furniſned the female orator with new 
images. 


« Or, now I think of it,” ſaid ſhe, © Mrs, 


Elliſon is a pretty imitation of Eve; hers 7 
taſte for flowers, the extreme neatneſs of herWher 
favorite parterre; and then her walkingfſear 
forth at morn, ſo like our common mother Wabo! 
to prune her tender plants, clip their exu-· Na 
berance, and all thoſe pretty &c. as we haveſſi,” 
them from Milton's pen; with that divineſWunp: 


compliment, I own not intolerably illap- 
plied, Grace in her ſteps, heaven in her eye 
in every geſture dignity and love, In ſhort, 
Elliſon, I will always acknowledge her to 
be the fineſt piece of till life I ever be- 
held.“ 
Such was Lady Stephens“ A0 
converſation; and ſhe would frequently 
conclude with the queſtion, © Will you dare 
go to town with us without her, and ſee what 
a pretty fellow we will ſoon make of you! 
your air is not at preſent faſhion, ur loo 
nonchalance, or your language ton.” 
Mrs. Elliſon and Mrs. Overbury walked rok: 
over to the lodge, having been told Hannah 
wa 
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was ſuddenly taken ill, but it was no more 
han a violent head-ach, to which ſhe was 
often ſubject, 
They came quite unexpectedly, and found 
her at breakfaſt, with a boy about three 
ears old ſtanding by her, and a little girl 
about two ſeated in her lap, to whom, in Her 
way, ſhe was teaching good- manners. And 
if, ſaid ſhe, as they approached the door 
unperceived by her, the good ladies at the 
range ſhould ever happen to take notice of 
Mou, be ſure make your beſt curtſy, and you 
tour beſt bow; and bleſſed will be che day 
f you can obtain their favor and friend - 
up.“ 

The Ladies entered the room. We are 
glad to find you ſo well,” ſaid Mrs, Over- 
pury (Hannah was now ſettled in a lodge 
hat belonged to the Grange) © and in fuch 
good company; how came you by theic 
Wittle folks? are they nurſe children?“ 
«Yes, Madam,” replied Hannah, and 
rphans ; poor ſouls, their mother died of a 
el broken heart, and the pariſh officers were 


ah Poing to ſeize them and their little effects, 
ya and 
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and ſo they were preſc.rved, and they now 
live with me; and the boy is to have notions 
put into his head about going to ſea, and the 
girl is to be brought up comfortably, without O. 
pride, and well-taken care of, without ſuperflu, na! 


ity, and J am to teach her all Tknow (which cv: 

God help me, is little enough) until un- the 
* til But what a creature am 1] to run on f ch 
FF this rate, without aſking you to fit down, or wi 
| bh to dome the honor to eat a few ſtrawberries of this 
Wi my own planting,” and away ſhe ran to fetch gin 
„ them, without waiting a reply. inn 
1 | Mrs. Overbury and Elfrida looked at each ma; 
1 other, and then at the children; Pretty in- © 


i 
1 
4 
+: 


nocents, {weet prattlers, you ſhall come ta ſaid 


0 the Grange,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, © and v, lifo! 
bl will be acquainted,” eng; 
fi « Bur I like this one beſt,” ſaid the box "0 
if, te ſhe ſhall be my mamma; ſiſter may takeſſſ} Lad 
15 you.” Elfrida kiſſed him. not 
1 « What fine hair the little rogue has got, ¶ licac 
q ſaid Mrs. Overbury, © why you are buried metr 


alive my dear, in the exuberance of you 


own locks, Put them on their beſt cloaths her,“ 
Mrs. Jenkins, and ſend them up to vs iA hig 
the 


* 
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the afternoon, they will greatly entertain 
us.” | 

ce Who can theſe children be?“ ſaid Mrs. 
© Overbury, as they returned home, © Han- 
nah, by an artleſs nanæuvre, I perceived 
evaded our enquiries. Orphans ſhe ſays 
they are, and ſnatched by ſome happy 
chance from the hands of pariſh officers ; but 
wherefore ſhould we wiſh to enquire into 
this matter; they are innocent, let their ori- 
gin be as unfortunate as it may, and their 
innocence will amuſe us, whilſt we in return 
may render ourſelves ſerviceable to them.“ 

« We have made a new acquaintance,” 
ſaid Mrs. Overbury to her huſband and El. 
liſon, “in our morning's walk, and have 
engaged them to tea.” 
lam forry for it,” faid Elliſon, © for 
Lady Stephens will be here, and we muſt 

not hope to find any thing ſuited to the de- 
"i licacy of her taſte, at this diſtance from the 
oF metropolis.” 
ul © If innocence and infancy can charm 
vl fer,” ſaid Mrs, Overbury, «we can give her 
a high feaſt,” 
he „ ce Infants, 
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ce Infants, my dear Madam!” ſaid Elliſon, 
« ] believe ſhe will think with me, that the 
nurſery is the beſt place for children.“ 

« Unleſs we have your permiſſion, Sir,” 
ſaid Mrs. Overbury, hurt by his manner of 
replying, to let them run upon the lawn, 
ſince you have objections to their company 


in Mr. Overbury's ſtudy.” 
« ] don't love to ſee children, Madam,“ 


ſaid Ellifon, © it is ſo like the Arcadia 
I was brought up in, unleſs I was fo hap- 
py, indeed, to have a young family of my 


own.” 


You both diſappoint and mortify me,” 
ſaid Mrs. Overbury, © but we will forbid 
their company; we ſhall have too many 
afternoons we can call our own, to offend 
you by our viſitants, or your polite gueſt.” 

« will not remain long under his roof,” 
ſaid the Lieutenant,“ he has not a mind I can 
owe the ſhadow of an obligation to ; and, 
as the world cannot know the ſervices | 
have done him, in the improvement of his 
py, I ſhall be ſet down by-and-by tot 

a dependent 
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à dependent upon his bounty. Overbüry, 
in his old age, mult not fink into ſuch * 
grace. | wn 2 

The bell rang at the gate; it was a "WEI 
from Sir Walter's ; her Ladyſhip was a little 
indiſpoſed, and therefore difinclinedto come 
aut, and begged! the ee — be 
reverſe. 1 
.< We will . Lai Mr. Dane 3 
«Elfrida, no doubt, will attend Mr. El- 
liſon.“ Elfrida ſaw it was impoſſible, wich- 
out declaring an averſion to their high-bred 
neighbors, to decline, and cherefore retired 
to dreſs. | 

Hannah, having received no prohibition,” 
entered the Grange-park, with a child in 
each hand, ſet off to the beſt advantage; 
but nature had done her part ſo complete2 
ly, that drapery concealed many, without 
glwing them one additional beauty. 8 

Mrs. Overbury received them with the 
utmoſt kindneſs; but the boy was ſhy, and 
looked about as. if he miſſed ſomebody; at 
length, © but where is t'other, Tad he, "for 
Fhkes her beſt ?” 

Vabe al. - E The 
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The Lieutenant called him to him, and 
aſked if he would be a ſoldier; the boy, 
ſtruck with his countenance, began, with- 
out reply, to climb up his knee, when help- 
ing him, he whiſpered in the Lieutenant's 
ear, I will be what you be.” 

c Then, Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid Mr. Over- 
bury, © we have got alittle ſoldier ; he muſt 
drink his Majeſty's health, upon devoting 
himſelf to his ſervice. Here my little fel- 
low, what will you do with theſe two pieces of 
white money? holding out two half-crowns 


to him. 
« Do with them,” ſaid the boy, © why 


give them mamma to buy bread, for her, 
"ſiſter and daddy.“ 

“Had you not better keep them for your- 
"ſelf ?” ſaid the Lieutenant. 

« What,” returned the boy, when ſhe 
gives me all! 

« Gratitude! Infant gratitude!” ſaid the 
Lieutenant, © how amiable! O what have 
thoſe to anſwer for that could corrupt ſuch 
a heart as that,” 

| Elliſon 
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Elliſon, paſſing the ſtudy-window, was 
piqued to ſee theſe unknown little ones ſo 
abundantly careſſed; he ſtopped and looked 
in; 1 proteſt,” ſaid he, ſmiling maliciouſly, 
« they are like Wilmot ; who knows but he 
may have thus multiplied the human face 
divine, for the good of his country ?” 

Hannah colored up. © They are no more 
Mr. Wilmot's than they are yours,” ſaid ſhe, 
© nay, God forgive every one their ſins 
not ſo much, if the truth was known. 
Elliſon laughed and walked on. 

ce I think that man,” ſaid Hannah, © hag 
the cruelleſt heart I ever knew in my born 
days.” 

The Lieutenant ſmiled. © You ſurely, 
Mrs. Jenkins, forget Mr. Elliſon 1s "Ny 
and Eltrida's huſband.” 

6% No, no, Sir,” ſaid Hannah, I re- 
member it but too well; and, ſince I muſt 
ſpeak out, che children are—” 

« Hold,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, who was 
wiſhing her father and mother a good after- 
noon ; © we have no deſire to pry into ſe- 
crets; they are lovely children, and they 
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are parentleſs; and as ſuch, —— the 


countenance of enn 


« He ſhan't be my daddy,“ ſaid the ok 
ce that looks croſs; I don't like en wont 


love en— love you,” throwing his arms 


about Mr. Overbury's neck. 
«© Dear child, ſaid the Fe 


«© your genuine careſſes go to my heart, 


and from this moment 1 will never forſake 


« And will you love me?“ ſaid the boy, 


c and get ſhe to love me, pointing to El- 


frida. 
Mrs. Elliſon followed her buſbaind,; who, 


- with a leſs favorable brow than ſhe had ever 


encountered, handed her into her carriage. 

He was ſullenly ſilent. 

Elfrida, for the innocent childrens? fe 
was alarmed ; © You ſeem ae ry laid 
the. 

Fe '? am ln Madam, to ſem the de- 
parture from character Mr. Overbury can 


be guilty of; careſſing beggars' brats, and 


the offspring, perhaps of infamy.“ 
\ [3 ; . . J; E < The 
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The children muſt be innocent,“ Hal 
Elfrida. 
Very well, Madam, I could nas no 
leſs from you, than a ſimilitude of ſentiment; 
there is a ſtrong family likeneſs in the minds 
of all the Overburys.” 

« For heaven's ſake, my good Mr. El- 
hon,” ſaid Elfrida, „ do not declare war 
againſt the moſt humane feclings upon earth; 
my father, at preſent, reſpects you, my mo- 
ther remembers you are her fon; you can 
give happineſs, you can deſtroy it; for my 
peace ſake, at leaſt, ſparc the minds of _ 
TR” 

ce What a pathos,” returned Elliſon, 
ee faith, Elfrida, it is a lols to the public 
that you was not obliged to tread the ſtage ; 
what tearful eyes would you have cauſed ! 
but, my deareſt life, why plant this forcible 
artillery againſt a heart that is already your 
own—unfortifed—un- —But what riſteſſe 
(laughing at the anxious turn of Elfrida's 
countenance) as Lady Stephens ſays, you 
would be one of the lovelieſt women in cre- 
ation, if you could but forget your paſtoral 

| E 3 education, 
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education, and look and think like the polite 
world.“ | 

The coach now ſtopped at Sir Walter's 
door, and relieved Mrs. Elliſon from the 
neceſſity of a reply. | 

Her ladyſnip lightly aſked for the L.ieu- 
tenant and Mrs. Overbury, but appeared 
as if their non-acceptance of her invitation 
did not diſpleaſe her; and muſic and wit 
filled up the evening. 


AN HISTORY. 


Mr. Overbury took a ride after tea, leav- 
ing Mrs. Overbury, Hannah, and the happy 
children together, when the good lady 
could not ſuppreſs a deſire of hearing more 
of the boy and girl, who, from Hannah's 
manner and expreſſion, ſhe was led to ſuſ- 
peR, either directly or indirectly, had ſome 
relation to Elliſon. 

Hannah was very ready to communicate 
all ſhe knew, unconditionally, but Mrs. 
Overbury 


ELFRIDA. 79 


Overbury aſſured her ſhe ſhould think it her 
duty to keep the ſecret, ſhe had proved her- 
ſelf capable of ſeducing her to reveal. 

But beſides the natural wiſh of coming 
at the knowledge of what might be a 
family concern, Mrs. Overbury was ap- 
prehenſive, that from the goodneſs and 
openneſs of Hannah's heart, ſhe was very 
unequal to an important truſt, unſupported 
and unregulated by ſome better-informed 
individual. 

« Turn the children out upon the lawn, 
then Madam,” ſaid ſhe, for that boy 
catches at every thing, and the artful can 
put together what the innocent disjoint ; and 
their melancholy ſtory muſt not get wind in 
the country.” 

« Mr. Wilmot,” Mrs. Overbury, ſtarted, 
© nay, Madam, you will have no reaſon to 
be aſhamed of what he has done in the af- 
fair, for thus it was that Richard told me it 
all happened. 

« Mr. Wilmot, you know, Madam, tra- 
velled all the way down to Arcadia, to get 
the pigeon he had given his young lady, 
_ (now, 
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(now, the more's the pity, Mrs. Elliſon) 


when quite a boy; and, could you believe 
ſuch a. thing, out of downright hatred and 
malice, Elliſon had ſlyly turned it out to a 
wide world, before he ſet off for London, 
after being made Miſs Ella's huſband, which 
was the moſt anhuman and baſeſt thing that 
ever was heard of; but Mrs. Elliſon Knows 
it not, nor ever ſhall for me, for it would 
break her heart. a ba 

ce Well, what does poor 5 hid Mr. Will 
mot do, but ſer off to every village, and 
offer every villager a rewafd i tos tell trim 
where he could find it; when lo and beholdʒ 
he wras. directed to a place, about ſix miles 
off, Where he was told he * hear tale or 
tidings of it. FONT cs 
«**:Paſling by à lonely W in full 102 
of the loſt bird, what ſhould he ſee but two 


or three people running in and out, and, 


Melis dying, ſhe muſt die, the en word 
amongſt them. | | 

This Was enoughy ; the ges was 
neglected for a moment, for his: tender heart 
Sid not ſuſſer him to 80 by the door of the 
2 4 poor 


* 


EL FRI D A. 81 
poor and dying, without aſking if he could 
be ſerviceable. | 

<« The boy (a comical fellow, as you ie 
him, Madam) taken' with, his dreſs, I ſup- 
pole, got hold of him, and drew him, not 
only into the hovel, but to the bedſide, r 
ing mamma, mamma, O mamma. 
„There was ſomething ſo touching Mr. 
Wilmot-told: Richard, in the child's man- 
ner of endeavoring to intereſt him for his 
mother, that he fat down by the bed, and, 
good foul (methinks I ſee him) lifted the 
child upon his lap, who kiſſed him, then 
kiſſed his mamma, wiping the tears from 
her face with his own, little hand, and pulled 
Wilmot to kiſs her alſo; ſhe appeared quite 
young, and was 5 recover fromatanting 
ficli el „er. Ian 

« She Jooked upon * 1 * * dim ayes, 
Will you have the goodneſs, Sir, to hear 
me, ſaid. ſhe, you ſeem ſent like an angel 
from heaven to cloſe my life will you, Sis, 
vouchſafe to hear * but we, mmſt be 
false i. | d dA) 
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« Aye, aye, ſaid an old woman, and a 
youngiſh one, we will ſtep to the outſide 
of the door, and may be, Sir, ſhe will tell 
you who the children belong to, though ſhe 
will not tell us; howſoever we have ſent for 
the pariſh-officers to come and take care of 
them. 

« Mr. Wilmot beckoned them to retire, 
and as the dying poor creature's voice was 


fo weak he could ſcarcely hear it, he would 
have pyt the boy down, that he might have 


ſtooped his ear to make it eaſier for both; 
but I warrant you no, Providence put it in- 


to his heart, Madam, to cling about Mr. 


Wilmot, and mamma, mamma, O mam» 
ma, was all they could get out of him. 

« T am departing, ſaid the young woman, 
but fear I ſhall be diſturbed, in my laſt mo- 
ments, by cruel queſtions; there is no pro- 
tection for me, I broke the laws, and theſe 
infants have not a friend or relation upon 


earth the pariſh-officers— 


«Fear them not, ſaid Mr. Wilmot,” 
ic Ah, Madam,” ſighed Hannah, but I 


ſhall ſay no more; could he have been 


your 
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your Wilmot, he had not been now plow- 
ing the rough ſeas, and perhaps, at laſt, 
ſwallowed up by them. I am ſure I never 
wake in the night, without trembling, for 
fear he ſhould come to tell me he is 
drowned.” i 

ce But you forget your ſtory, Hannah,” 
ſaid Mrs, Overbury. 
« ] forget every thing,” ſaid Hinenk, 
« when I am ſet in to talk of that ſweet Gen- 
tleman; for I love him as if he was my own 
ſon; and wherever he comes he makes a 
heaven upon earth; none of your proud 
looks, or your ſcornful ſmiles, or your ſul- 
len fits.” | 
« My good Hannah,” ſaid Mrs. Over- 
bury, © leave your picture unfiniſhed, and 
return to the children,” 
6e Aye, Madam, I hope you don't un- 
derſtand me; yet no matter if you did, for 
I ſpeak the truth, and have, moreover, great 
reaſun—but to my ſtory. 
« Fear them not, ſaid Mr. Wilmot, they 
ſhall not enter this place; I will give them a 
ſatisfactory anſwer, 
=: « And 
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0 And my dying bleſſing, faid the young 
woman, ſhall reward you. I am the 
daughter of a hard-working man, at the far 
ſide of this country, where I lived without 
guile, though 1 am left to die covered with 
ſhame, and ſhall I — be denied hi 
tian burial. + 

«* Compoſe your mig aid Mr. Wil- 
mot, 1 will, both living and dead, protect 
you. ; 

* 5 was ſeen by a young Gentleman, faid 
eighteen, and 1% was only Redl he made 
honeſt love to me, for marriage was all his 
propoſal; but he told us that wedlock 
would not be law ful, if we even went to 
church, before he was one-and- twenty 
nor then, either, without Bis parents“ con- 
ſent, which he had little hope to obtain; 
but chat there was ſuch a thing as märrying 
in the ſight 'of God, which he was ready to 
do, that no one might part us; and 0 "my 
father, whoſe induſtry was our chief ſupport, 
dying, my- mother; ho had been 4 lady 8 


maid 1 in her youth, and was very helpleſs, as 


* 6 to 
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to work, and ſeemed to underſtind what he 
meant, was over-perfuaded by him to ac- 
cept his offer; and ſo T have lived theſe four 
years, in this place, but not in this hovel 
till ſince my-mother's death, who was taken 
off by the'ſtnall- -pox, juſt when the father of 
theſe children, which, Heaven knows, F 
thought my conſtant huſband, married and 
forſook me, and I have been going off 
with a broken-heart ever n. and. my 
ſweet lambs— © | 

«© Here a ſhout of the women, of they are 
coming, threw the poor young creature into 
ſo ſevere a fainting fit, that ſhe had like never 
to have told to whom the en be- 
longed. 

"I Wilmot called in the women 
to help her, and, with the little boy in 
his hand, met the gruff church-wardens 
at the door; 1 know your buſineſs, 
Gentlemen, ſaid he, but you may return in 
peace, tie children ſnall not become charge- 
able to the parith ; I will remove them if 


their mother dies, and have them n care 
of,” ”" l 
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Has the huſſy told you who is their fa- 
ther?” ſaid a great boiſterous woman, that 
had had three huſbands. 

« Curioſity, ſaid Wilmot, muſt not, to 
gratify itſelf, diſtreſs the dying ; if ſhe re- 
covers the fit, the arrival of theſe Gentle- 
men has thrown her into, I believe ſhe will 
reveal every thing, but if ſhe is again hur- 
ried, the power of ſpeech will moſt certainly 
be denied her, 

« We will repair, ſaid the officers, to the 
cat and bagpipes, and wait the end of it. 

« Do, Gentlemen, ſaid Mr. Wilmot ; and 
if half-a-guinea will be acceptable, to bear 
your expences, it is much at your ſervice. 

ce And yet, Madam, you wonder when ! 

ſtop my ſtory, to praiſe ſuch a man, or to 
lament that he is gone from England. 
c The church-wardens walked off,” con- 
tinued Hannah, * well pleaſed I warrant 
you; and the young woman being come to 
herſelf, he again took his ſeat at her bedſide, 
and the women again retired. 

ce Where is this hard-hearted man? faid 
Mr. Wilmot, 
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In London, with his lady, replied the 
poor girl; rioting in wealth, without once 
remembering that we had not bread to 
eat. 

«And how came he to forſake his children? 
demanded Mr. Wilmot. 

« He would have provided for the boy, 
replied ſhe, and enabled me to take care of 
the girl, but it was a life of wickedneſs, and 
I ſcorned it, nor once, ſince his marriage, 
would I ſuffer him to viſit me; and fo, to 
puniſh my pride and obſtinacy, as he called 
it, he left me to periſh, aud reduced me to 
the neceſſity of walking the high road, with 
the children in my arms, to beg; and out 
of my little ſavings I have ſubſiſted till now, 
that I have given out my laſt penny; and 
my few neighbors were kind to me ſo long 
as my money laſted, but as ſoon as they 
found me deſtitute, called me ſtrumpet, and 
the moſt ſhocking names, from which ſtate 
of bitterneſs you have delivered me. 

e And what is the name of this monſter in 
2 human ſhape, ſaid Wilmot,” 


« Elliſon,” 
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_ Elliſon, replied the / poor dying girl; 
the name went, he told RT like a bat 
77 TOE 

= N ever utter 1t more, ſaid "PE my poor 
unfortunate one, never utter it more. I 
know the man, but his wife is an angel, and 
muſt never diſcover how much he deſerves 
to be deſpiſed. I vill leave you to provide 
a place for the children and will return im. 
mediately; in the mean time here is money 
to buy you favor in the ſight of theſe happy 
beings, your neighbors; who, having never 
tranſgreſſed, know not how to pity thoſe 
that have; but die in 8 for heaven will 
3 the heart. eh 

« Well; Madam,” cad Baum, <« away 
comes Mr. Wilmot to my Richard, and 
tells him of two orphan children he was re- 
ſolved to take care of, and, dear ſoul, was 
quite ſhy of truſting hint with any more of 
the bufineſs; fo back he goes with Richard, 
telling him as he went, what he could do, 
and what he could not do, ſeeing he was 
obliged to go abroad; and have his neceſſa- 


ries about him. 
But, 
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gut, ſaid: he, I have a watch, Richard, 
a ſilver cup, and a few ſuch things as will 
make you about twenty pounds, and you 


muſt do the reft tilt my return, when I will 


heap bleſſings: upon your head; nor _ 
your charity go unrewarded. 2 

e But, Richard, ſaid he, if I was to die, 
finething muſt be done to gain theſe help- 
leſs. innocents a new friend. Mr. Ovyerbury 
is the man, of all others upon earth; but 1 
am afraid if Mr. Elliſon, (think of that, 
Madam, ſaid Hannah, to be able to call 
him Mr. Elliſon at ſuch a time, but he can 
do every thing that is good) if Mr. Elliſon 
ſnould die, indeed; ſaid he But it will not 
do- we muſt look ſome other way to Mrs. 
Overbury, in caſe of my death, they ſhall 
be intruſted; and that you, my honeſt, kind, 
Mr. Jenkins, may be no loſer; in all 
events, whatever I leave behind, ſhall, un- 
der Mrs. Overbury's management, be theirs; 
and the world may judge as it pleaſes, and 
condemn me; my memory will be embalmed 
by her eſteem, and my motives bf. on 
high.“ 
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ce Bleſſed heavens,” ſaid Mr. Overbury, 
cc and you have this letter for me.” 

« O'yes, Madam, but you ſhall hear. 

« This brought them to the cottage, where 
Mr. Wilmot expected to find the young 
woman dead ; but lo and behold, they had 
got her ſome cordial and ſome food, and ſhe 
had fallen aſleep, and was quite revived, for 
two-thirds of her ſickneſs was famine; and 
Mr. Wilmot bid Richard take the children 
home with him; he will be a father to them, 
ſaid he, for he has a tender mind, and he hasa 
wife, a worthy woman (you muſt think, 
Madam, that I cannot forbear being proud 
of his praiſes) that will be a mother to them, 
and they will be happy. 

« The poor young woman was ready to 
faint with wonder and gratitude ; ſhe took 
an affectionate leave of the children. I ſhall 
never ſee them more, ſaid ſhe, but it will be 
no loſs to them; farewell. _ Her heart 
Madam, was ready to burſt.” ſaid Hannah. 

Richard having got the girl in his arms, 
bids the little boy follow. Tom, Tom, 
cried the boy, looking up to the head of the 

meu 
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poor bedſtead ; poor Tom go too, won't 
go 'out Tom.“ 

« And what ſhould it be, Madam, that 
he could not ſuffer to ſtay behind, but Mr. 
Wilma s pigeon, which his mother had 
found, in one of her begging-walks, upon 
the high road, almoſt dead with cold and 
hunger, and out of pure pity, ſeeing it 
tame and diſtreſſed, had brought it home 
with her, and ſheltered and nouriſhed it. 
You may judge what Mr. Wilmot felt; he 
ſeized the bird as his prize ; and, O cried he, 
how abundantly does a good-natured action, 
as the world would call what I have done, for 
thoſe ſufferers, if fairly ſtated, how does it 
reward itſelf in a thouſand inſtances! Had 
not the feelings of a man induced me to en- 
ter this cottage ; had not my friendſhip for my 
infant companion, Richard (meaning Mrs. 
Elliſon) prompted me to bury this act of 
cruelty, this deſertion of the innocent, in 
oblivion, by becoming myſelf their bene- 
factor, I had never recovered the bird I hold 
ſo dear; and you will now bear me witneſs, 
that I ſhall not give mare happineſs than I 
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ſhall receive; but the "hl ſtroke o i 
turning the bird adrift, muſt alſo be con- long 
cealed from my amiable friend's knowledge; Th 
it would wound her to the ſoul, if ſne knew bis! 

On; 


what malice a certain Gentleman is capable 
of. Malice, did J ſay, revenge, injuſtice, 
Richard, barbarity, cowardice; for cowards, 
alone, are ſo hard- natured as to make wat 
upon the defenceleſs. It is a folly to talk; 
Madam, but poor dear Mr. Wande ſhould 
have been a parſon.” Gage © 

e And what became of the mother p 1 
Mrs. Overbury. 6 23011 yi. 

ehh ali! heir IN Idum-Aad -A bare 
for what ſignifies denying it— Mr. Wilmot' 
dark hints about the children, made Richard 
ftark mad to know all and about them; but Pe 
not for the matter of knowing neither, but 
becauſe he thought it would be a very lame 
ſtory, with an if and an and, to tell me, unlels 
he could ſift it to the bottom; he accord- 
ingly flipped over the next morning, and, 
finding the young woman quite pert, he got 
all out of her, but never let Mr. Wilmot 
know for fear he ſhould be offended. for 
$4:(f1 | ce Ane * 
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And ſo Mr. Wilmot ſtayed. four days 
longer than he intended, to renew his ac- 
quaintance with the -pigeon, ..and- ſee. how 
bis young family (as a body may ſay). came 
on; and wrote, the. letter for you, Madam; 
and ſent to his aunt, at Eton, to get a light 
place for the young woman, Who ſaid ſhe 
could work. with her needle; and deſired 
ſhe would write to Richard, when ſhe ſuc- 

ſeceded, who would ſend her up; and fo 
Mrs. Wilmot, of Eton, happening herſelf 

i want juſt ſuch a perſon as her nephew 
deſcribedꝭ for her own houſe; ſhe was to 

Jbave went up, with, a number of pretty little 

odds and ends about her, for Mr. Wilmot 

q left a couple of his ſhirts to: make her ſome 

aprons, and a! fine, cravat for a cap or two, 

and money to buy her a ſtuff petticoat and a 

e lebtton gown, and to pay her journey up; 

Mrs. Wilmot promiſing to do the reſt to. 

wards clothing her decently, as a poor girl 

hat had loſt all her relations; and there ſne 
vould have lived, and pleaſe you, without 
doubt, as happy as the day was long; but 

Pefore a fortnight Was all gut, her fainting 

1 fits 

Sol FL 11 : 


= $5 — Tn : 
Sy r 2 
— — = 


— CL 


— In 


KT 


. — * — - x 1% 
— - x g bn. Coal Sa. 
= 2 7 2 2 5 nfs % — pol. 5 ab 
— — 
— SY 


2 


18 A 
ann 
2 


02. . „ W — 
e A > * * * 
— — 5 


— * 
3 * 
* * *' 
—— 


— 
— 


So 
- — * 


a 
; 


94 ELFRIDA. 
fits returned upon her; and, to make ſhort 1 
of a melancholy ſtory, what was to carry her Ov 
to London, buried her in the pariſh where whe 
ſhe died, and the children have been with pro! 
Richard ever ſince, and no one the wiſer.” que 
ce And this horrid creature,” ſaid Mrs.] fon, 
Overbury, with her eyes lifted up to heaven, © O 
« is the huſband of my gentle, my pure, my min 
benevolent-hearted child!“ gret. 
tt But don't you love Mr. Wilmot?“ ſaid © 
Hannah, and won't you love the children Ove 
for his ſake ?” rivec 
« Doubt it not,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, ſſf tents 
« and for their own; but I muſt have hisÞ you « 
letter, Hannah, could you not go homeſhapp 
and fetch irme?” H 
ce Will it not be ominous, Madam”, ſaidÞylike : 
Hannah, to poor dear Mr. Wilmot ? for der; 
you was never to ſee it till he was dead; II with 
am ſure if any harm was to befall him, II Rich: 
ſhould reproach myſelf, and think—” kill n 
ce He would haunt you, I ſuppoſe,” ſaid © ] 
Mrs. Overbury, © what filly fears, my good Over 
woman, do you entertain! I will be anſwer-Fobligi 
able for every conſequence.” 


Hannal. 
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Hannah ſet off to the lodge ; and Mrs, 
Overbury recollecting the words of Wilmor, 
when he conſented to write to Elfrida, to 
promote her union, at the Lieutenant's re- 
queſt, with Elliſon, that he would be their 
ſon, the ſon of their approbation ; adding, 
O may I not ſpeak prophetically, but my 
mind tells me, I ſhall be the ſon of your re- 
gret. 

c Amiable Wilmot,” exclaimed Mrs. 
Overbury, the hour of my regret is ar- 
rived ; the goodneſs of Mr. Overbury's in- 
tention ſanctifies his error; but you, and 
| you only could have made my beloved child 
e happy.” 

Hannah had flown to the lodge, and back 
d like a wood-nymph of the more ruſtic or- 
der; © Here it is,” ſaid ſhe, © ſealed up 
[with all ceremony; but I do it without 
[Richard's conſent, and he will, perhaps, 

kill me when he knows it.” 0 
id Leave me to ſettle that, ſaid Mrs. 
od Overbury, © no one ever yet ſuffered for 
r · Jobliging me; and I think I ſhall not permit 
you 
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| you to be the firſt ;” ſo TW e che 


om and read as follows:: 

% The Wümot you * kindly * r 
with your-favor and countenance ; the Wil- 
mot, whoſe ſoul was your Elfrida's; before 
he knew his diſqualification for looking up 
to her with hope, or the nature, or the force 
of his attachment; the Wilmot who ſtruck at 
his own deareſt wiſhes to promote Captain 
Overbury's happineſs, and whoſe laſt con- 


fciouſneſs was a prayer for the welfare of 


her he loved; that Wilmot, beſt of women, 
now addreſſes you, as it were, from the grave, 
for this letter, I have commanded, ſhall 
not reach you until I am no more, in 
the cauſe of innocence, ' in the cauſe of 
unprotected, of worſe than orphan infancy, 
But ſtart not, when I relate to you to whom 
they owe their exiſtence and their misfor- 
tunes; but with the candor that becomes 
your character, and the indulgence that diſ- 
tinguiſhes yaur- temper, read the ſtory of 
erring youth, and the lad nn on in 
conſideration. IN Idas 225 0 
NK cc he 
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« At ſo early an age as ſcarcely to be 
more than a ſchool- boy, Mr. Overbury's 
now happy Elliſon, formed an intimacy 
with an artleſs girl ſtill younger than him- 
ſelf; the acquaintance, in its continuance, 
was not without conſequences, as theſe twe. 
children are living teſtimonies, which acci- 
dent brought to my knowledge, ſoon after 
his marriage with Miſs Overbury, and re- 
moval from the country, in a ſituation that 

| prompted me to become their protector, 
the agent of Providence in their preſerva- 
tion. 
| « The natural diſſipations of a young 
| man, having made Mr. Elliſon forgetful of 
their infant neceſſities, an inviſible hand led 
led me to the cortage of their diſtreſs, when 
1} undifſembled penitence, and maternal anxi- 
|| ety induced their mother to intruſt me, 
|| ſtranger as I was to her, with the tale of 
her criminal conduct, and its puniſhment. 
off *© In the firſt inſtance, I remembered only 
n= their helpleſſneſs, their innocence, and the 
J cruel prejudices of the world, againſt theſe 
Vor. II. F unoffending, 
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unoffending, and therefore truely unfortunate 
individuals. 

« ] was without connexions myſelf, and 
maſter of the means of juſt ſheltering their 
heads from the ſtorm ; had I lived, their 
egucation and their eſtabliſhment ſhould have 
been the beſt in my power ; what was mine 
I have left them, and, under your benign 
auſpices, I flatter myſelf they will grow up 
uſcful members of ſociety. 

« Heal then, dear Madam, the rome 
tranſgreſſion of your ſon, by becoming the 
guardian, the fiiend of theſe defenceleſs 
children; improve what I could beſtow for 
their ſupport and future benefit, to advantage, 
and ſpare your tender Elfrida, the knowledge 
of a circumſtance, which would pain her 
heart, by rendering the man, Mr, Overbury 
and heaven has made her huſband, too little 
worthy in her ſight for her tranquillity. 

« His youth is the plea that muſt be ad- 
mitted, and the difference of education be- 
tween a Loy korn to humble and to elevated 


proſpects, taken into the account, if ever 


you find yourſelf incited to contemplate the 
contraſt, 


— 


F - 


his 


c 


for 
be a 
cc 
vou 
inva 
muſt 
Woul 
deem 


. 


contraſt, I may, upon this occaſion, appear 
to him; for it is impoſſible to judge, had 
Mr. Elliſon's ſituation been mine, brought 
up, as he was; with the certainty of an ample 
inheritance, inſtead of the feeling and the mo- 
rality your friendſhip may impute to me, how 
far I might have even exceeded him, in youth- 
ful preſumption and youthful impiety ; nor 
that I would be underſtood to conſider the 
ſeduction of a harmleſs girl as a venial of- 
fence ; but in Mr. Elliſon's caſe, the wicked 
conduct of the mother, who gave her up to 
his propoſals, is an extenuating circum- 
ſtance, and by the magnitude of her guilt, 
he ſeems to have claims, in conjunction with 
his extreme youth, to compaſſion. 

«© The ſaving of the children for his ſake, 
for their wretched mother 1s no more, may 
be accepted, perhaps, as ſome atonement, 

« However, my moſt revered friend (for 
you have permitted me to call you by that 
invaluable name) your daughter's peace 
muſt be dear to us, her purity and innocence 
would be ſhocked to mix with, what ſhe would 
deem, licentiouſneſs and inhumanity ; 1there- 

F2 fore, 
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fore, make it my laſt requeſt, that I may at 
once be the humble inſtrument of good 


to theſe infants, and of obviating ſorrow, in 
the only inſtance in my power, from the 


heart of your, and when it ſhall be no longer 
a ſin to call her ſo, my Elfrida ; and, cauld 
my dying wiſhes avail you, you, Madam, 
ſhould poſſeſs the felicity your mind was 
formed to taſte, though, for ſome hidden 
purpoſe, denied you, 1n the felicity of your 
moſt- amiable, but I fear—can Iought I 
to write it, unhappy child. Adieu for ever. 


Wilmot.“ 


Mrs. Overbury having recovered the con- 
cern which this letter occaſioned her for El- 
liſon's unworthineſs, and Wilmot's baniſh- 
ment, ſhe charged, Hannah, as ſhe valued 
her good opinion and her peace, never to 
mention a word of what had paſſed between 
them ; but whenever Elliſon ſaid, what ſhe 
called deadly provoking things, to walk 


away, and leave the correction of his unto- 


ward ſpirit to heaven. 
She 


— 


ECD = 
She then ſent the children home, and told 
Mr. Overbury at his return, that whenever 


Elfrida went to London, their little neigh- 


bors ſhould be their frequent viſitants. 

The poor Lieutenant had borne up againſt 
every turn of Elliſon's humor with hope; 
but this laſt ſtroke, which his wife could nat 
long conceal from him, and which ſhe knew 
he would keep ſecret upon Elfrida's account, 
againſt infant innocence, and a worthy young 
man, who was beyond his utmoſt reach, had 
ſhewn him the depravity of his foul in ſuch 


glaring colorings, that he was ready to expire 


with repentance of his own conduct reſgecting 
him, 

« An angel and a fiend,” ſaid he, my 
fatal politics has coupled, not joined ; and 
the bittereſt anguiſh muſt be my portion.” 


It was late before Elfrida and Elliſon re- 


turned, ſo that the children were not men- 
toned that night, but finding by diſtant 
hints that Mr. and Mrs. Overbury were de- 


termined to take notice of them, Elliſon bent 


his wiſhes towards London, and afked El- 
ſrida if ſhe would accompany him. 


F 3 « Aſuredly, | 
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« Aſſuredly, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, *I may have 
my preference of ſituation, but I ſhall al- 
ways think it right to reſide where you do, 
if it be agreeable to you that I ſhould. 

« Very little preparation is neceſſary for 
my departure,” faid ſhe, but I muſt beg 
you will undertake to break the news to my 
mother, for her tenderneſs will feel our ſepa» 
ration.” 

He did ſo; and, though the Lieutenant 
looked very- grave, he did not attempt to 
diſſuade him; © however, my young Gen- 
tleman,” ſaid he, © if it be your deſire my 
wife and I ſhould continue at the Grange, 
you maſt condeſcend to comply with ſome 
certain conditions I have to propoſe. You 


live to your choice, and muſt therefore 


only deem it fair that I ſhould live to mine. 
Our income, I need not tell you,” continued 
the Lieutenant, © is ſlender ; it, nevertheleſs, 


enables us to be independent, and you muſt 


allow me to pay you fifty pounds a year for 
our board ; which, with the viſible ſervices 
Lan render you, will about ſet us even. 
The idea, Sir, muſt not prevail in the 

| neighborhood, 


*% 
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neighborhood, that in our old age we are be- 
come dependent.“ 

Elliſon's great ſoul could ill brook this 
command, as he called it; the Lieutenant 
was, however, immoveable, and there was 
no other alternative for him, than to behold 
his return to town, or to conſent to his re— 
ſiding, upon his own terms, in the country; 
nor did Elfrida's heart dilapprove his reſolu- 
tion. 

This point ſettled, Ellifon and his wife 
once more bid adieu to the Grange, and, 
unattended by Hannah, reviſited London. 

Elliſon ruſhed into the ſame round of 
pleaſures and acquaintances as before; and 
whilſt the Lieutenant and Mrs. Overbury 
were amuſing themſelves with the prattle of 
infancy, and the labors of benevolence, ſeemed 
eager to be undone, 

They had an elegant houſe, with every 
elegant appurtenance, though Elliſon had 
promiſed the Lieutenant to content himſelf 
with a proper lodging; and Elfrida, in her 
accuſtomed uniform of good ſenſe, and de- 
licate reſerve, mixed with what her huſband 

F4 called 
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called the polite world. But what beyond 


meaſvre aſtoniſhed her was; that the manners 
of George the Third and his moſt amiable 


conſort, were not the ſtandards of faſhion 


and of imitation, with all thoſe who called 
themſelves well-bred ; on the contrary, it 
appeared the univerſal taſte of a misjudging 
age, to fly off from thoſe firſt great virtues 
of the human character, piety, ſentiment, 
conjugal affection, filial reſpect, parental 
tenderneſs, fraternal attachment, good hu- 
mor, intereſting amuſements, poliſhed in- 
duſtry, and every thing in the article of dreſs 


genteel and becoming ; the marking features 


of the royal pair, and their royal progeny ; 
ſhe ſighed and turned her eyes from the me- 


lancholy contraſt, more and more confirmed 


in her former opinion, that art, not nature, 
diſtorted the mind; and that folly, vanity, 
idleneſs and levity, were leſſons acquired, 
not the genuine propenſities of the uncor- 


rupted heart. 
With reflections and obſervations ſuch as 


theſe, did ſhe lament the infatuation of che 
times, and waited patiently for the ill conſe- 
| quences 


ELFRIDA 03 
quences of her huſband's extravagant con- 
duct. Once or twice, in the ſofteſt terms, 
as an act of duty, did ſhe aſk if he was 
aware of what his ſplendid accommodations 
would lead to; when being repeatedly anſwers 
ed in the affirmative, ſhe forbore every kind 
of what ſhe was ſenſible would prove una- 


vailing remonſtrance, and only ſecretly pre- 
pared herſelf for the event. 


A REN COUNTER. 


Wilmot, after the moſt 1 voyage, 


having touched but at one iſland to take 


in_freſh water, arrived fafe at Bombay, 
whence he proceeded with all expedition to 
Bengal, was moſt happy in the execution of 
his commiſſions, at leaſt in the proſpect of 
their future and ſpeedy accompliſhment, 
and, loaded with preſents and rewards, for 
his diligent and upright conduct, returned 
to England, what he called a rich man, for 

ä he 
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he had realiſed above three thouſand pounds, 
| beſides the claim of growing benefits. 

He enquired for Captain Overbury, but 
had the mortification to find he had left the 
metropolis, and was preparing, as a duty, to 
make a viſit to his father, when he happened 
to fee Mrs. Elliſon in the front boxes at 
Covent-Garden theatre. 

The tragedy of the Gameſter was the 
dramatic bill of fare, and the tender Elfrida 
would have been diſtreſſed by the poet's 
pencil, if her huſband, inſtead of being ad- 
dicted to it, had entertained a diſlike for the 
high-bred amuſement of gaming; but ſitu- 
ated as ſhe was, ſhe entered into every viciſ- 
ſitude, and felt the concluſion, a natural 
termination of the exiſtence of a man preci- 
pitated from the elevation of hope, into the 
depths of diſappointment; a tranſition that 
muſt fall with tenfold weight upon the heart 
with no reſources in itſelf, and reſting wholly 
upon the exterior of happineſs. 

Wilmot paſſed the evening in anxiouſly 
tracing the turns in Elfrida's countenance, 
who was too much taken up with the per- 
formance, 
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formance, to look for faces which ſhe might 
know in the pit; and more particularly as 
her connexions were all of that rank, which 


made it very unlikely ſhe could have a friend 
there. | | 


Wilmot was not diſpleaſed to perceive, 


that ſhe did not appear to be much delighted 
with her company ; for, though people of 


faſhion, they were not the people he could 


have wiſhed her to approve; and, by dint of 
cloſe obſervation and weil-timed retiring, 
he enabled himſelf to diſcover her place of 
reſidence ; then -walked home more than 
uſually diſconſolate. 

He every day reſolved to leave town, yet 
every day deferred his departure, for which 
conduct he could no otherwiſe account, 
than from his diſinclination to view a ſpot 
that muſt occaſion him unending painful re- 
collection. 

He generally ſpent ſome hours at Will's 
Coffee-houſe, either morning or evening; 
it was in the neighborhood of Elfrida, and, 
therefore, an intereſting kind of ſituation to 
him ; being both generous and kind to the 

FS waiters, 
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waiters, was a great favorite with t hem, in- 
ſomuch that it was a ſort of conteſt with 
them who ſhould attend the Gentleman in 
the Emperor's eye, the color of his coat. 

One morning having read the papers, and 
finiſned his coffee, he was preparing himſelf 
for a ſolitary walk in the park, when one of 
the waiters haſtily ran up to him, and beg- 
ged he would come and prevent bloodſhed ; 
two gentlemen, ſaid the young fellow, have 
drawn their fwords upon each other, above, 
and 1 fear there will be miſchief. 

Wilmot, ever obedient to the call of hu- 
manity, bid him lead to them, and ſoon 
drew near enough to hear the cauſe of their 


quarrel, and he thought the firſt voice that 


reached his ear, was not unknown to him, 

though thick and tremulous with paſſion. 
« And fo, Sir,” ſaid one of them, © you 
have drawn your ſwor upon me, and hold 
me to my defence, becauſe I have made you 
an offer to reſtore the ſtake I have won, 
which 1s an handſome one, and as you have 
confeſſed to me, your all, if you will only 
give'me a chance, by your introduction of 
| me 


at 
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me to your wife, for obtaining her favor, 


and have thus wound yourſelf up to the ſan- 
guinary attempt of running me through the 


body,” 
« have undone her,” replied the other, 


© but will die in defence of her ſpotleſs ho- 


nor ; ſhe is an angel, my Lord, if I am a 
devil; bur, come on, this to your wicked 
heart, for ſeeking to make a deſperate huſ- 
band a pander to his own wife, and that wife 
Elfrida Elliſon,” 

Wilmot had heard enough, and endeavored 
to enter the apartment, but the door was 
bolted, and Elliſon's arm prevailing, he ran 
his ſword quite through his antagoniſt's 
body, then wildly exclaimed, “the meaſure 
of my miſery is now complete; I have not 


one friend on earth either to aſſiſt or pity 
me,” | 
As he uttered theſe words Wilmot forced 
the door, and ſupporting him, for he was, 
tor ſome moments, incapable of ſupporting 
himſelf, he ſaid, © you are happily miſtaken, 
for you have a friend in me who will do 
both,” | 
«1f 
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« If it 1s poſſible you are a friend,” ſaid 
Elliſon, O fly to my houſe, break my de- 
ſtruction tenderly upon my Elfrida, ſave her 
from inſult, and bid her not execrate the au- 
thor of the ſcene of horror into which ſhe 
will be plunged, and deliver that moſt ami- 
able and injured woman, deliver her into the 
arms of her family; whilſt I" 

« Courage,” ſaid Wilmot, © you have 
fought in a worthy cauſe; for, though J 
hold duelling to be the next crime to ſuicide, 
your provocation was ſo ſevere, that I won- 
der not at your conduct; and the world, 
when it hears your ſtory, will acknowledge, 
that in the midſt of your vices you have 
brilliant virtues ; for, had I died by your 
hands, on a ſimilar occaſion, I would have 
died celebrating your honeſt proweſs.“ 

This Wilmot ſaid to him, as he hurried 
him to the door of the coffee-houſe ; and 
having fortunately got a Hackney-coach, 
which was going by empty, he bid the fel- 
low drive up St. Martin's-lane, beyond the 
church, and wait for him; ſaying, © Who 

knows 


i 8 Mm 


knows what good news I may have for you, 
reſpecting the gentleman,” 

«© Come with me,” faid Elliſon, © that I 
may tell you all.” Wilmot ſtepped into 
the coach, and the man obeyed the orders 
he had received. | 

« I muſt fly,” ſaid Elliſon, « England is 
no longer a home for me.” 

« But how will you diſpoſe of yourſelf, 
faid Wilmot. 

« I will go a volunteer to America, and 
die fighting for my king and country.” 

True, ſaid Wilmot, © the French and 
Spaniards deſerve we ſhould meet them in 
the field, but you muſt not go without the 
means of ſubſiſtence ; all I have about me 
ſhall be yours, and may it prove ſerviceable.“ 
He then produced notes, to the amount of 
an hundred and fifty pounds, which he 
preſſed Elliſon to accept; but he would on- 
ly take the fifty; ſaying, his wife would 
ſtand in need of his generoſity ; then wring- 
ing his unknown friend by the hand, for in 
his diſtreſs he was unable to diſcover the fea- 
tures of Wilmot, and more particularly under 

| the 
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the manly appearance a voyage to the Eaſt 
had given him. 

ce will fee you again, ſaid Wilmot, 
quitting the coach as ſoon as it ſtopped, * ſo 
wait, I conjure you, my return,” 

He flew back to the coffee-houſe; the 
Gentleman was not dead, the ſword had 
miſſed the vitals; and, though his condition 
was dangerous, the Surgeon who attended 
did not apprehend his wounds to be mortal. 
Conceiving himſelf the meſſenger of glad 
tidings, he haſtened once more to Elliſon, 
but Elliſon, in deſpair, had ordered himſelf 
to be conveyed (as Wilmot afterwards 
learned) into the city ; and, taking a chaiſe, 
ſet forwards for Portſmouth, and from Portſ- 
mouth for Americaz without a moment's de- 
lay, but without any regular plan of pro- 
cedure, | 

Wilmot, who flattered himſelf he ſhould 
be before-hand with the harpies, now went 
to offer his ſervices to Elfrida, but had the 
mortification to find her in the midſt of the 
wreck, pale but compoſed, and without one 
perſon to ſupport or comfort her. 


He 
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He approached her; © I am ſpared a tale, 
Madam, which I knew not how to tell you ; 
truſt yourſelf with me, I will convey you to 
a place of ſhelter and ſafety.” 

cc Wilmot,” ſaid Elfrida, © Wilmot a ſe- 
cond time my deliverer; (then correcting 
herſelf,) diſpoſe of me,” ſaid ſhe, © as your 
benevolence dictates ; I know by experience 
of how much virtue you are capable.“ 

He conducted her to a coach which he 
had brought with him, and ordered the man 
to go to Bury-ſtreet, St, James's. | 

« The lodgings I ſhall give up to you," 
ſaid Wilmot, are not altogether worthy of 
you, but the people are good, and will revere 
your misfortunes.” 

e muſt not, I ſuppoſe, aſk,” ſaid El- 
frida, © what is become of my huſband ? 
but, Sir, if his liberty is forfeited, I ſhall 
not hold myſelf entitled to be at large ; his 
character is an extraordinary mixture of 
kindneſs and ill-humor, but all the returns 
of his heart, I can, with truth affirm, are to 
me, and he will be ſenſible of the attentions 

| which 
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which the duty or̃ a wife commands me to 
pay him.“ 95 

« Mr, Elliſon, Madam,” returned Wil. 
mot, “ is free, but the nature of his circum- 
ſtances require he ſhould leave England, 
and I believe I may venture to tell you he is 
now many miles diſtant from London. I 
will write with all proper caution ro Mr, 
and Mrs. Overbury, they can. better come 
to you than you can go to them, for I have 
every reaſon to apprehend the Grange is 
amongſt the number of the loſſes Mr. Ellifon 
has ſuſtained.” 


The coach now ſtopped, and Wilmot 


conducted Elfrida into a parlor, deſiring that 
the miſtreſs of the houſe would come to 
them, when Elfrida looking upon Wilmot's 
clothes, perceived them bloody, and cried out, 


O Sir, what new alarms are theſe ? my huſ- 


band ! has the friend of my infancy imbrued 

his hands in my huſband's blood ?” 
ce Deareſt, beſt of women,” ſaid Mr. Wil- 
mot, © do not torture yourſelf with needleſs 
apprehenſions; the man before you would 
hold it blaſphemy, with ſuch pollution on his 
head, 


head, to approach you; but know Mr. El- 
liſon has fought, nobly fought to chaſtiſe a 
titled villain, who, having plundered him of 
his fortune, would have bought a paſs- 
port, by a reſtoration of that plunder, for a 
molt diabolical purpoſe to Mrs. Overbury's 
Elfrida; Elliſon heard the - propoſal with 
horror, and rejected it with ſpirit; and this 
infamous man of faſhion is now in the hands 
of his Surgeon.” 

She ſunk upon the arm of her chair ; then 
opening her eyes; © Heaven, in the midſt 
of its wrath,” ſaid ſhe, * has remembered 
mercy. I am happy, Mr. Wilmot, that 


neither my dear mother nor myſelf, have loſt 


our friend in your perſon.” 

Mrs. Portman, the woman of the houſe, 
now preſented herſelf, with fiſty curtſies and 
five hundred apologies for the being taken at 
ſuch an unawares, propoſed a diſh of coffee, 
as the beſt cordial for both lady and gentle- 
man, after their fatigue ; but Wilmor, find- 
ing Elfrida better, politely took his leave, to 
write, he ſaid, to Mr. Overbury. 


To 


116 ELFRIDA. 


To write would it not be much kinder 
to fly down upon the wings of friendſhip? 
the man that was worth three thouſand 
pounds muſt be a churl, to ſpare upon 
ſuch an occaſion; ſo ſending a note to Mrs. 
Portman, conjuring her to call in a Phyſi- 
cian, if neceſſary, and to ſpare no expence 
for the accommodation of Mrs. Elliſon, he 
ordered a poſt-chaiſe and four, and throwing 
himſelf into it, ſet off for Briſtol. 

But recollecting the Lieutenant's old 
lodgings, and conceiving Mrs. Elliſon 
might prefer being there, to even the beſt 
ſituation amongſt ſtrangers, he ſtopped the 
poſtillions, and bid them take him to York- 
ſtreet, a place, in his confuſion, which he 
had quite forgot; and giving theſe friends 
of Mr. Overbury the general heads of Mrs. 
Elliſon's unfortunate buſineſs, he beſought 
them to tender her their beſt ſervices. 

Freſh horſes, and a judicious exerciſe of 
bribery and corruption to the poſtillions, ſo 
happily expedited him, that he arrived at 
the Grange before my Lord's myrmidons ; 
and was petrified to behold the little boy and 


girl, 


girl, whom he had taken under his protec- 
tion, at breakfaſt with the Lieutenant and 
his wife, as if quite at home, and under 


the paternal wing, and improved to a mi- | 
racle. L 


He had, however, in his haſte, ſtill the 
ſame clothes on, and the hearts of his worthy 
friends were agonized. Is Elfrida ſafe?” 
ſaid they, and the wretched Elliſon?“ 

« Both, both are fate,” replied Wilmot, 
«but a change of fortune has taken place 
the vice of gaming, which Mr. Elliſon un- 
happily contracted, has robbed him of his 
laſt ſhilling, together with this houſe, and 
all that belongs to it. But, fallen as he is, 
I muſt teach you to re ſpect him, (Mrs. 
Overbury ſighed and looked at the children) 
for he is no leſs the victim of virtue than 
of vice, upon this occaſion; adding all the 


© Hparticulars. 
Mr. and Mrs. Overbury were wrapped in Fi 
q altoniſhment ; the little boy looked round 1 


him for moment, and burſt into tears 1 

. 5 . . q 1 
«Why weeps my little man?“ ſaid Wil- Wt 
Ot. 
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ce Becauſe my Captain, is ill,“ ſaid he, 
ce and you are ill (to Mrs. Overbury) and you 
are ill too (to Wilmot) and who will love 
me, if I loſe you?“ 

Mrs. Overbury kiſſed both the children, 
for the girl was hanging about her in the 
utmoſt diſtreſs, and a ſervant was called to 
take them home; for, as it was Elliſon's 
houſe, the children were only viſitants, not 
reſidents, under their friends' roof. 

Mrs. Overbury beſought Wilmot not to 
ſacrifice his life in the cauſe of her family, 
but that he would go to bed and take ſome 
repoſe; he reſuſed until they had ſettled 
ſome plan of proceeding. 

« The poſt will arrive in the morning,“ 
ſaid the Lieutenant, © and perhaps bring us 
notice of this melancholy event; it will not 
be right to quit the premiſes, until ſome 
proper perſon appears to take poſſeſſion of 
them.” 

The next morning a whole packet of let- 
ters were delivered to them, and a meſſage, 
from Wilmot's father and mother, to enquire 
after his health; *I proteſt,” ſaid he, ſmiling, 


« ] forgot 
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ce ] forgot 1 had ſuch tender relations upon 


earth, ſo wholly was my heart engroſſed by 
friendſhip.” 


« This,” ſaid the Lieutenant, holding the 
letters in his hand, „is from Elliſon, and 
may deſerve a ſpeedy peruſal.” 

Elliſon lamented the miſery into which he 
had plunged their Elfrida; related that an 
unknown Gentleman, ſent by Heaven, in 
the exigence of his diſtreſs, had furniſhed 
him with the ſum of fifty pounds to enable 
him to go abroad, and had promiſed to 


put Elfrida ſafe into their parental protec- F 
tion. | a 


This was a ſpecies of intelligence which 1 
, vas quite new to the Lieutenant and his i 
wife, and would ever have remained fo, if 
here had been no one but Wilmot to tell 
e % fo incapable was he of doing honor to 
of bimſelf. 5 
But Elliſon added, that being ſenſible and 1 
t. Famed of the errors of his paſt life, he | M14: | 
e, 10ught the leaſt he could do was to endeavor 
e make ſome atonement ; then ſtaring the 
95 hole of the girl's ſeduction, and its conſe- 


Wk quences, 


120 ELFRIDA 


quences, he beſought them to compaſſionate 
the helpleſs innocents, who had claims to B75 
protection, as kindly as they did the infants 
they had already attached themſelves to, 
informing Mrs. Overbury that he had put 
an hundred pounds for each of the children, 
and fifty for the mother, into the hands of a c 
Gentleman, who, upon his marriage, un- p 
dertook to act for him, in obtaining them n 
ſome decent ſituation, as ſhe would find 
memorandums, with his addreſs, in the bu- tu 
reau; and intreating them, again and again, ¶ ke 
to pardon him, he bid them adieu. cle 
Mrs. Overbury was amazed, and Wilmot of 
appeared unconſcious of the whole tranſ.¶ hac 
actfon. 
The next letter was from Lord 8 hi 
lawyer, to give them notice he was com -· ¶ and 
manded to take immediate poſſeſſion of the Pur 
Grange. é ſtill, 
And the third was from Elfrida, telling tion 
them ſhe was comfortably ſituated in their H 
old lodgings, and only waited their coming] chil 
to town, to prove to them how well ſhe de- Noon 


ſerved to be poor, by ſhewing them ſhePalk a 
| could} Vo 


ing 
ell 


rns 0 


could enjoy poverty, or, at leaſt, knew how 
to ſoften it by elegant induſtry. 

This was a cordial; and Mrs. Overbury 
begged Wilmot would now leave them, and 
go to his father and mother. 

Wilmot obeyed her, and told them ſuffi- 
cient of the motives of his ſudden journey to 
plead his honorable excule, for his ſceming 
neglect of them. 

In his return to the Grange, he took a 
turn round to Hannah, to conjure her to 
keep his ſecret reſpecting the children, and 
cleared Elliſon's character of all but the ſin 
of ſeduction, by relating what he thought 
had been done for them, with the money, 
which he devoted honeſtly to their uſe, but 
which had been with: held, by one of his gay 
and falſe friends, from the poor girl, for 
purpoſes that ſpoke themſelves, and baſer 
ſtill, which were proſecuted under the ſanc- 
tion of Elliſon's name. 

Hannah was in raptures to fee him; placed 


ingfe child upon each knee, and bid them, as 


de- 


oon as they welcomed, to fall down and 


fhefjaik a bleſſing of their benefactor; ſhe then 
ud Vor. II. G ran 
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ran on about her dreams and her tokens of 

his ſafe return, and of Elliſon's misfortunes]; 

concluding with entreating ſhe might go up 
to attend upon Mrs. Elliſon. 

« Alas, my good Hannah,” ſaid Wilmot, 
ce all that is over, and the vanity of human 
wiſdom ftrikingly exemplified in the failure 
of Mr. Overbury's politics ; his Elfrida was 
once poor and his daughter; ſhe is now poor 
and the wife of Elliſon.” 

«Fake care of the children,” ſaid he, “ 
have brought home a fortune for them ; the 
boy ſhall go to a ſchool in Yorkſhire, and 
the girl ſhall, perhaps, be the happy attend- 
ant of Mrs. Overbury and Elfrida; ſhe will 
be tall by my return from India, and ] ſup- 

poſe I ſhall leave England in about twelve 
days.” 

Hannah declared herſelf convinced, there 
was not ſuch another man in the world as 
Mr. Wilmot, and that ſhe had her 4oding 
he would ſome time or other be rewarded. 

Wilmot, having performed all he had tc 
do, found himſelf ſenſible of his great fa 


tigue; for the night he had paſſed was a ſleep 
le 


5 
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leſs one; he therefore begged leave to retire 


to a chamber at the Grange for a few hours, 


when taking Elfi ida's picture from an inſide 


pocket of his coat, made for the purpoſe, 


and wiſhing compoſure to the mind of 


the original, as he always did before he 


went to reſt, he lay down and ſlept till 
evening. | 

On the contrary, Hannah wept and ſighed, 
and ſighed and wept, the whole afternoon, 


until Richard's heart was quite overcome by 


her diſtreſs ; he bid her make herſelf eaſy, 


and go up to her miſtreſs (as it could not 


be denied but they had the means) and at- 


tend upon her, as uſual, until ſhe could af- 
ford to keep another ſervant, and he would 


take every tender care of the children. 
Wilmot was but juſt come down to tea, 
when Hannah, with an anxious joy in her 


countenance, appeared at the Grange, and 


being ſo happy as to find him alone in the 
parlor, ſhe told him her deſign, or more 


properly her deſire, reſpecting Mrs. El- 


liſon. 
G2 - . Wilmot 
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Wilmot ſtook her by the hand. “ You 


poſſeſs, my good woman,” ſaid he, © one of 
the firſt bleſſings of exiſtence, a feeling, a 


grateful, a noble heart; but I foreſee you 


will, upon this occaſion, be diſappointed ; 


the Lieutenant will not, I am certain, con- 


ſent to your leaving your family.” 


ce Alackaday, Sir,“ ſaid Hannah, © how 
you talk; Richard will, he ſays, take care 


of himſelf and the children, they will amuſe 


and divert him; and what can I do better than 
live happily, if I even work hard? My 
time at home, Mr. Wilmot, is not ſpent in 


1dleneſs; neither is it fitting it ſhould, ſee- 


ing I was born to no better inheritance than 


content and labor; and what ſays the pro- 


verb, they that will not earn ſhall want 


:bread 2?” 


Wilmot wanted no eloquence to perſuade 
him of the propriety, as well as the benevo- 


lence, of Hannah's conduct ; her attendance 


upon, and care of Elfrida, would have given 


him the higheſt ſatisfaction, on his approach- 


ing voyage, but he knew the Lieutenant too 


well not to be aware of objections,” 
Mr, 
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Mr. and Mrs. Overbury having joined 
them in the parlor, Wilmot, as counſel in 
the cauſe, his heart having accepted Hannah's 
brief (for, to love Elfrida, gave her much 
higher conſequence with him than loving 
himſelf) opened Hannah's requeſt upon the 
Lieutenant ; who, as Wilmot had foreſeen, 


fet his face directly againſt it; it was not 


friendſhip, it was inſanity ; his income 
would barely ſupport his family, without a 
ſervant, and no one ſhould devote their time 
to him or his, whoſe time was their fortune, 
unrecompenſed. 

Wilmot had too much delicacy to hint his 
ardent wiſhes for their accommodation; 
had Elfrida not exiſted, he would, he fancied, 
have compelled the Lieutenant to treat him 
as a friend ; but the woman of his heart un- 
done by the man that had ever held him in 
ſcorn and contempt—he only ſighed and 
was ſilent. 

Hannah went away ſoon after, but wiping 
her eyes, and brightening up her looks, ſome- 
what ſuddenly, together with a nod of no 
imall ſignificance, with which ſhe honored 

| G 3 Wilmot, 
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Wilmot, as ſhe ' departed, ſeemed to tell 
him, ſhe would follow her own inclina- 
tion. | 

Accordingly ſhe ſet off that yery night 
for the ferry, and putting herſelf, without 
delay, into one of the Briſtol coaches, 
reached London before Mr. and Mrs.Over- 
bury could make it convenient to leave the 
Grange. 

The Lieutenant had made it ſo much his- 
pleaſure to cultivate his ſon-in-law's eſtate, 
from the hope and probability of his grand- 
children enjoying it, that it was a ſevere 
ſtroke to him to quit it; inſomuch that his 
looks ſeemed to ſay, with the father of man- 
kind, in Milton, and muſt I leave thee, 
Paradiſe, for ever leave thee, when the hour 
came that obliged him to depart, though he 
affected to bear it with the philoſophic feel- 
ings, the Hoiciſm of reſignation; and Mrs. 
Overbury was comforted by the idea of be- 
ing re- united to Elfrida. 

HFannah loft her way three or four times, 
in her eagerneſs to get at Mrs. Elliſon's 
lodgings, where, having gained admittance, 

ſhe, 
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ſne, on her knees, conjured her to forgive 
her, and not to break her heart by refuſing 
her attendance; but to let her live with 
her, work for her, and ſee her happy. 

Elfrida was much ſtruck by this mark of 
genuine attachment. I will not,” ſaid ſhe, 
my dear woman, oppoſe your wiſhes ; you- 
{hall be my humble friend, my valued com- 
panion, 88 I will own it revives my ſpirits. 
to ſee you.” 

This was ſufficient. Hannah broke * 
tea- pot - ldd, threw down three tea- cups, and 
overturned the toaſt and butter, in her zeal 
to ſerve Elfrida, and diſplay her thankful- 
neſs. 

Mrs. Elliſon enquired after her father and - 
mother's health. Aye, Madam,” ſaid 
Hannah, © and will you not remember poor 
Mr. Wilmot 2”? 

Where, how remember him!“ ſaid El- 
frida. Fr 

« Why he travelled day and night down 
to the Grange,” ſaid Hannah, © with the 
bad news; ſtayed with Captain and Mrs. 
Overbury, to comfort and aſſiſt them, and 

G 4 returns 
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returns with them to London, in his way to 
India. Well, if the proverb ſays true, that 
a friend in need is a friend indeed, what 
ſhall we not ſay in praiſe of Mr. Wil- 
mot?“ 

«© Noble and good,” Elfrida ſaid, he 
was; and her father had obligations to him 
of the higheſt magnitude; but Heaven, ſhe 
hoped, would reward him.” 

« Ah me,” ſaid Hannah, in the overflow- 
ings of her kindneſs for him, © Heaven it- 
ſelf, unleſs his mind is new ade, can only, 
in one reſpect, either bleſs or— 

« My honeſt, worthy creature,” ſaid El- 
frida, © recolle& I am Mr. Elliſon's wife, al- 
ways recollect that, when you mention Mr, 
Wilmot to me, and you will not ſay what is 
improper for me to hear, I have not words 
to tell you how much I honor and eſteem 
his character, and I am certain he holds the 
next place to their Elfrida, in my father and 
mother's affections.” 

eO Madam—well, I muſt not ſpeak; 
we untaught people know no harm in theſe 


da and cannot mean any by repeating 
them; 


n 
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them; but your mother calls him indeed, 
Madam, ſhe calls him her ſon.“ 

« | know ſhe does, replied Elfrida, «© and 
I conſider him as my brother; on this 
ground, my dear Mrs. Jenkins, we ſhall 
ever meet, and it is here I would wiſh you 
to draw the line.” 

« May be fo,” faid Hannah, having 
walked into the next room, „but I ſhall 
never ceaſe praying he may become your 
huſband yet, before my head is laid low.” 

The third day after Hannah's arrival 
brought the Lieutenant, his wife, and Wil- 
mot to town, | OS 101 | 

The Lieutenant preſſed Elfrida to his bo- 
ſom, and a tear ſtole down his manly check. 
« My want of confidence in Providence,” 
ſaid he, © my impatience to ſee you enriched, 
is puniſhed on your innocent head; but my 
Elfrida will not only forgive, ſhe will com- 
paſſionate her fond father's unfortunate 
error,” 

« Dear Sir,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, “ am I 
not yours? and had you not a right to diſ- 
poſe of me as ſuch ? You know not how 

Gs 
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well I deſerved to be poor, for you could 


have no idea how well it would become me, 
or with what alacrity I ſhould exerciſe my 
little abilities to obtain a ſubſiſtence. Riches 
have in all ages,” continued ſhe, © made 
' themſelves wings, and flown away, but ta- 
lents live as long as our reaſon remains un- 


Overbury, by the conſtitution of her temper, 
was made for poverty.” 

Mr. Wilmot profeſſed himſelf happy to 
ſee her look fo well; adding, he ſhould pre- 
ſume to make the family a farewell viſit be- 
fore he left England, 

Wilmot, the next day, waited upon El- 
lion's falſe friend, and baſe deſtroyer of the 
friendleſs, for there could be little doubt that 
his with-holding what Elliſon intended for 
the poor ſeduced girl's proviſion, and the 
proviſion of her children, had cut her days 
fhort. He with-held it for a pious purpole 
that muſt be obvious. 

In a word, it appeared, that knowing ſhe 
was young, handſome, and in deep diſtreſs, 
he flattered himſelf he ſhould purchaſe her 

| with 


ſhaken, and you will ſoon find that Ella 


re 
bi 


with her own money; or, at belt, by leav- 
ing her ignorant of what Elliſon had done 
for her, compel her, by ſtern, by keen ne- 
ceſlity, to put herſelf into his power, and 
from theſe motives he had written her the 


letters, unauthorized by her ſeducer, and. 


wholly unknown to him, which, by the in- 
ſulting cruelty of the propoſal they contained, 
had brought her to her grave. 

He, however, finding himſelf detected, 
was forward to refund, and talked of a com- 
penſation, which Wilmot diſdained, in the 
name of the little children, from the mur- 
derer of their defenceleſs mother; they will 
proſper, ſaid he, my good Sir, in their un- 
dertakings much better without it. 

The Gentleman, then, with the beſt grac 
he could aſſume, paid Wilmot what he Red 
received from Elliſon ; and he bore it off wit 
honeſt triumph. 

The firſt ſuggeſtion of his heart upon this 
occaſion was, to preſent the money to El- 


frida, as a ſum of Elliſon's, which he had 


recovered for her, and ſettle the children's 


buſineſs at ſome future period; but then he 
G 6 Wag 
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was afraid he ſhould leave a ſlur upon the 
character of an abſent man, who was ſuffi- 
ciently blameable to need no additional ob- 
Joquy ; beſides the danger of Elfrida's pe- 
netrating the fraud, which to her nice ſenſe 
of things, could not fail to be deemed a groſs 
enormity ; for even Elliſon's memorandums 
would be doubted by the Lieutenant, unleſs 


the money was produced ; he, therefore, 


like a faithful ſteward, brought it to Mr, 
Over bury . | 


The Lieutenant was happy to find the in- 


nocent children would not ſuffer by the 
change in Mrs. Elliſon's fortune; and Wil- 
mot, ſenſible they no longer ſtood in need of 
his ſupport, propoſed a compromiſe with 
the Lieutenant, if he would not inſiſt upon 
reimburſing what he had expended upon the 
infants, to forbear, for the preſent, from all 
acts of bounty towards them; affirming, 
nevertheleſs, that, conſcientiouſly ſpeaking, 
he ſhould commit a robbery, by applying 
to his own uſe, what he had obtained under 
covenant, as it were, with Heaven, to devote 
to their ſervice ; though, in truth, he had no 
- of , ption 
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conception his voyage would have proved 


ſo fortunate ; he deferred the point to Mr, 
Overbury's deciſion, as a caſuiſt, who gave 
it againſt him, that is, in disfavor of the 
children; but Wilmot ſaid, he would ne- 
ver, while he lived, impertinently break in 
upon the protection they enjoyed, but that 
at his death, he ſhould conſider them his 


lawful heirs, as far as the ſum he then poſ- 
ſeſſed amounted to. 


AN APPLICATION. 


Elfrida, out of tenderneſs to her miſtaken 


father, bore her change of ſituation with a 


fortitude and compoſure, which would not 
have diſhonored Seneca himſelf ; not a tear, 
nor a ſigh, eſcaped her. © Behold,” ſhe 
would ſay to her mother, © how unneceſſary 
our cruel ſeparation to make me rich; for 


the very evil that others torture themſelves 


lo much about, fits quite eaſy upon my feel- 
ings. I will, as ſoon as we are ſettled a 
| little, 
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little, ſtrike out ſome method for deriving 


emolument from my talents; this is the 
age of liberality, and my pencil ſhall bring 
its induſtry decent rewards; tambour, em- 
broidery, netting, J am perfectly miſtreſs 
of; and, O inſult me not ſo far as to call it 
degrading, to make uſe of the weapons 
with which God and nature has furniſhed 


me, to defend myſelf againſt the dæmon po- 
continued ſhe, that 


verty. It 1s true,” 
with the humble wiſhes we poſſeſs, your in- 


come, my dear father, is ſufficient to keep 


us, what pride, a falſe, mean pride, calls 
independent ; but ſhould Heaven think fit 
to deprive me of my parents, what will now 
be my amuſement, would, perhaps, be a 
toil to me; do yourſelves then the juſtice to 
fee, and me the pleaſure to approve my con- 
duct, and you will give the * of peace 
to your Elfrida.“ 


c Patience on a monument,“ the Lieute- 


nant would 1850 to Mrs. Overbury, « ſmiling 
at grief.“ 

Wilmot's benevolent heart forgot its own 
cares in Elfrida's, and he lamented hig want 
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of power to do her ſome eſſential good; the 
idea of her working for her living, as ſhe 
calmly called it, made him frantic ; yet with 
the whole Eaſtern world at his feet, it would 
have been impoſſible, as ſhe was ſituated, to 
impart any portion of it to her. 

But whilſt Wilmot was thus tormenting 
himſelf, that he could not be actively em- 
ployed in her accommodation, Elfrida was 
plotting how to render his friendſhip uſeful 
to her, by way of agreeable ſurprize, at fome 


future day, for her beloved father and mo- | 
ther. 4 
| 


She accordingly, with the aſſiſtance of 
Hannah and Mrs. Dawſon, the woman of 
the houſe, having bound them both down 
by a ſolemn promiſe of ſecrecy, not to be- 
tray her, to her paternal friends, diſpoſed of 7 
her whole wardrobe and little ornaments, 0 
which her fall from affluence, ſhe ſaid, had 
made idle poſſeſſions to her, except a mul- 
berry luteſtring gown and petticoat, which, 
by the way, though unknown to herſelf, was . 
a moſt becoming color to her for her beſt; 98 
her morning-drefſes to be converted into | 

; plain 
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plain night-gowns, with ſuitable linen for 
her common appearance, and in very mode- 
rate quantities, was the whole of her reſerve; 
and, as her huſband's gambling ſtake did 
not include what belonged to her perſon, ex- 
cept a pair of diamond ear- rings and a re- 
peater that ran upon brilliants, which he had 
bought her, though her clothes were ſold 
under all the diſadvantages of ſecond- 
hand wearables, by the addition of her little 
trinkets, ſne found herſelf miſtreſs of an hun- 
dred and ninety pounds; when ſending for 
Wilmot, the following morning, before her 
father and mother were up, ſhe ſpread out 
her wealth before him, ſaying, © Behold, Sir, 
am I much to be pitied?“ | 

Wilmot called up a Kind of melancholy 
ſmile and ſhook his head, 

Elfrida proceeded ; © But, as in my ſitua- 
tion it is incumbent upon me to improve 
my fortune at all points, I have taken the li- 
berty of aſking your company at this early 
hour, to entreat, as an additional act of friend- 
ſhip, you will be ſo kind as to lay out the 
hundredipounds, in ſuch ventures as promiſe 

| the 
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the beſt emoluments in India, and J will 
thankfully receive from you the genuine 
profits. You will eaſily conjecture, that 
this money 1s the produce of my now uſe- 
leſs articles of dreſs; and I am perſuaded it 
will give you pleaſure to know, even with 
this chance of mercantile advantage, that I 
am not deſtitute of a reſource in caſe of the 
exigencies of ſickneſs to myſelf, or thoſe I 
revere ; otherwiſe I mean to turn hoarder, 
and hold it untouched, till by the exchange 
of my ventures, I am authorized to fly out a 
little in my expences, when I ſhall alſo know 
how to be extravagant.” 

Wilmot could not reply. 

« Thus you ſee, Sir,” continued Elfrida, 
with undiſſernbled delight, for ſhe felt her- 
ſelf, as it were, actually abounding, © the 
mind you have to deal with ; confer one 
favor, and you ſhall be ſolicited for another ; 
but this matter muſt not tranſpire beyond 
the knowledge of Hannah, you and my- 
1 

Wilmot took up the notes, and, in ſilence, 
put them carefully in his pocket · book; but 

made 
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made a moſt disjointed ſpeech of his happi- 
neſs, and his hopes, and his concern, and his 
tears, and his aſtoniſhment, and his admira- 
tion ; then bowed, heſitated, bowed again, 
and retired. 

ce Tf ever there was ſaid Hannah, 

« Come, come, Mrs. Jenkins,” ſaid El- 
frida, © it is not at this time of day that I 
am to learn either Mr. Wilmot's merits, or 
your high ſenſe of them; and ſo, without 
troubling yourſelf farther upon the ſubject, 
let us turn our thoughts to getting breakfaſt 
ready.“ | 

« It is very hard, though,” ſaid Hannah, 
ce that people may not ſpeak what is right 
and fit to be ſpoken, and that they muſt 
neither weep nor rejoice but by rule; whereas 
reaſon— | 

Elfrida gathered up the ninety pounds, 
and, highly pleaſed with her morning's 
tranſaction, left Hannah to finiſh her ha- 
rangue alone; nor did ſhe return to the par- 
lor until ſhe- heard her father and mother 
were there ; when, in conſequence of her 


tuccels, as ſhe told Hannah, ſhe added a 
| por 
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pot of coffee to their uſual breakfaſt, know- , 
ing her father was fond of it; and, with un- 

uſual chearfulneſs ſaid, when ſhe preſented. 

him his cup, © Come, my dear Sir, let 

us not deſpair ; are we not very comfortable? 

and is not that a gigantic ſtep towards * 

pineſs?“ 

« My child, my beſt beloved Elfrida,” 
the Lieutenant could ſay no more, and 
Mrs. Overbury embraced her daughter, cry- 
ing, © Yes, Elfrida, we are, we ſhall be com- 
fortable.“ 

Wilmot ſaw the generoſity of what El- 1 
frida called her ſelf- intereſted conduct; her . 
love for her father and mother, and her 
friendly concern for his feelings; © She 
could not accept my pecuniary ſervices,” 
ſaid he, * and ſo contrived to ſhew me ſhe 2 
did not ftand in immediate need of them, of 
and this in ſo delicate, ſo amiable a manner, | 
that the daughter, the friend, the wife, were 
before his eyes at once, and thus united 
touched his heart; ſacred character, exalted 
tenderneſs, angelic purity ! if ſhe bad an 
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equal upon earth, it was impoſſible ſne could 
have a ſuperior. She was all the kind Gods 
could impart, but the kind Gods had given 
her to Elliſon, and he could only lament and 
adore. N 

Elfrida's next care, but with the utmoſt 
privacy, was to get employment; ſhe cut 
and painted watch- caſes, painted ribbons, 
drew valentines with elegant devices, and 
ſupplied a ſhop with artificial flowers ; in a 
word, ſhe ſeemed to loſe herſelf, and all her 
diſappointments, in the proſecution of her 
mduſtry; and when her father and mother 
expreſſed their aſtoniſhment, for Mrs. Over- 
bury often ſurprized her at work, “O, I 
have often told you how well it would agree 
with me to be poor.” 

Though the Lieutenant was too good to 
torment his wife with his ſelf- reproaches, 
they became every day more and more inex- 
preflible ; © My beautiful, ny moſt injured 
Elfrida,” he would ſay, when he had an op- 
portunity of ſoliloquiſing, © had your father 
not been deaf to the voice of nature, and the 


| pleadings of truth, inſtead of the widowed 


wite 


ite 
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wife he has rendered you, after every vio- 
lence your tender mind mult have ſuſtained, 
you would now have been enabled to unite 


yourſelf to the object of your infant election, 


whoſe ſpirit and integrity, in the execution 
of his Eaſt-Indian commiſſion, has done 
away the only objection that could be ſet up 
againſt him ; had I not known his worth, or 
your repugnance to marry Elliſon, I ſhould 
be ſomewhat excuſeable, but J had my ſa- 
crifice in the midſt of my better knowledge, 
and I have deſtroyed my own peace, by 
the unnatural wound I have given yours 
Children, that in a flight of romance,” he 
would ſay, or the darings of diſobedience, 
ruſh forward to the altar, and, regardleſs of 
every conſequence, wed vice or penury, to 
fill up the meaſure of their undutifulneſs, or 
to pleaſe their idle fancy, they deſerve the 
ealling fetters, my ambition formed for my 
moſt amiable, and well diſtinguiſhing child ; 
my child, who only ſolicited her own right, 
the right of a negative, where her inclina- 
tions prompted her not to engage, and who 
would have ſubmitted her will, in every other 

inſtance, 
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- inſtance, to parental controul and parental 
regulation. Wretched that I am, why did 
I refuſe her a chance for obtaining the youth 
whom ſhe ſo deſervedly loved, and who, 
like the Patriarch of old, would have ſerved 
two ſeven years to commerce, unrepining, 
to have made himſelf acceptable.“ 
Wilmot's embarkation drew near, and Mr, 
Overbury, who ſpent almoſt every evening 
with him at the coffee-houſe, was diſtreſſed 
to part with him, for Wilmot had intreated 
him to meet him at the cofee-houſe, under 
pretence of buſineſs, but, in reality, from the 
diſcompoſure with which the preſence of El- 
frida always threw him into, and which he 
was unable to conceal. 

He, therefore, talked of buſineſs which 
required his attendance ; and, though Mr. 
Overbury plainly ſaw his motive, the bet- 
ter to ſupport the honeſt deception, he 
would order himſelf to be called aſide, and 
rejoin the Lieutenant with the air of a man 
whoſe hands were crowded with important 
concerns. | 

One buſineſs he had, indeed, embarked in, 


the Grange-houſe was advertiſed to be fold; 
an 
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and, ſenſible what a favorite ſpot it was to 
the Lieutenant, and next door, as it were, 
to what Mrs. Overbury was born to the in- 
heritance of, he could not bear the thought 
of its being purchaſed by a ſtranger; he, 
therefore, got one of the Gentlemen, whoſe 
Eaft-India agent he was, to purchaſe it, with 
the little demeſne around ir, of about two 
hundred pounds a year, in truſt for him, 
paying down fifteen hundred pounds, and 
agreeing to have poſſeſſion as ſoon as he 
could clear off the additional ſum requiſite 
to conſtitute him maſter of it. 

Having made his will, which he left in 
Mrs. Overbury's care, and ſet every thing 
1n order, the Lieutenant aſked him, in the 
character of guardian of the little Frederic 
(ſo called after his father by that Gentle- 
man's appointment) to take him to ſea, 

« He is now,” ſaid he, © in the ſeventh 
year of his age, and may go out as a Guinea- 
pig, and learn navigation at the fountain- 
head of inſtruction, the ſchool of experi- 
ence, but bring him me back, Wilmot, 
when you return, let what fortunate chance 


may 
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may await him, for I ſhall wiſh him ultimately 
to fix in England. 

Every one approved of this requeſt, but 
Frederic was in raptures, and walking into 
the city one day with Wilmot, © Are you 
not, Sir,” ſaid he, © my own papa, for 
Hannah tells me you ſaved me from ruin, 
and have taken care of me above three 
years. Could my own papa have done 
* more ?” 

« Hannah,” ſaid Wilmot, © is a buſy- 
body, and talks about things ſhe neither 
knows nor underſtands; I am not your fa- 
ther, my dear, but will always be your af- 
fectionate friend,” 

Mrs. Elliſon kiſſed the little ſailor, and 
put the three new ſixpences in his trowſers- 
pocket to remember her by, ſhe ſaid, but 
Frederic would not receive them upon ſuch 
terms, for he would ſhew her he would not 
forget her, for the kindneſſes ſhe had done 
him; ſhe then aſſured him ſhe only joked, 
for that ſhe gave them to him to make a man 
of him, 


Mr, 
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Mr. Overbury fitted him out from his 
own little fortune, inſiſting upon it, it would 
be lucky; and when the hour of leave- 
taking arrived, he ſhook hands with them 
all ; and, finding he muſt cry, complained 
Ella, as Mrs. Overbury had had his ſiſter 
chriſtened, had put her finger in his eye ; 
for he would not own the water was tears, 
becauſe Hannah told him ſhe ſhould die with 
ſhame for him, if he cried on going abroad 
with Mr. Wilmot ; and Mr. Wilmot ſaw 
the ſecond time arrive when the world of 
waters were to roll between him and El- 
frida. 

But, though he had borne Mrs. Elliſon's 
misfortunes with fortitude, whilſt he was in 
the ſame ſection of the globe, he no ſooner 
loſt ſight of England, and, in ſucceſſion, 
the European coaſt, than he ſelt the full force 
of her ſituation upon his heart, 

Deprived of her huſband, her ample pro- 
viſion, and without other conſolation than 
repoſing, in her hour of affliction, upon the 
maternal boſom, his mind, when dwelling, 
as it too frequently would, upon theſe cut- 

Vor. II. H ting 
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ting circumſtances, was all a chaos; he re- 
called to his remembrance every ſoft and de- 
lightful moment he had enjoyed with her; 
her ſenſible converſation, her innocent, her 
beautiful perſon, her numberleſs accompliſh- 
ments, her ſweetneſs of temper, her recti- 
tude of conduct; and, agonized at fate, 
nad ſhe been mine! he would exclaim, 
when he had an opportunity of ſoliloquiſing, 
there would, at leaſt, have been ſome ſta- 
bility in her fortune ; ruin would never have 
approached her; yet for her ſake I will not 
ſuffer ſorrow to prey upon my ſpirits; I feel 
myſelf, as it were, the laſt and only unrent 
ligament of her proſperity ; for, whatever 
wealth Heaven is pleaſed to pour into my 
lap, hall, by ſome happy deviſe, be ren- 
dered uſeful to her; and, for her fake, I 
will avail myſelf of my flattering pro- 
ſpects. | 
Wilmot, this voyage, left his beloved 
pigeon behind him, in Mrs. Overbury's 
care, for he had his apprehenſions that the 
keen little Frederic might ſurprize him in 
dne of his melancholy humors, calling up- 
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on the bird, as was his frequent cuſtom, to 
bear witneſs to the happineſs he had known, 
and the wretchedneſs into which he was now 
plunged, a behavior ill calculated for ſpec- 
tators of any age or connexions, and parti- 
cularly for a boy, who would, moſt probably, 
relate every extraordinary thing he ſaw (and 
what could appear more extraordinary to a 
child than to fee a rational man playing 
the lunatic?) to the parties, from whom, 
of all others upon earth, he wiſhed moſt to 
hide his unbendings, for the knowledge of 
them would not only give his friends pain, 
upon his account, but eauſe them to fold 
themſelves up in a reſerve, whenever his 
return enabled him again to approach 
them. 5 

Mr. and Mrs. Overbury oould talk of 
nothing but Wilmot; diſcovering, how- 
ever, at length, that Elfrida always found 
excuſes for retiring, when he was the ſubject 
of their warm encomiums, they reſerved them 
for their private hours, and ſhe ceaſed to 
withdraw herſelf from their ſocial con- 
verſe, 
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The truth was, that Elfrida did not think 
it ſtrictly proper, in her ſtate of affairs, to 
have Wilmot always in her heart, or to ſpend 
her life in the recollection of paſt ſcenes, 
which, though innocent as the dreams of in- 
fancy, were not, ſhe conceived, uniſons to 
the feelings of an unhappy wife, as they held 
up perpetually to her eyes the unfavorable 
contraſt between the huſband, whom her 
father had given her, and the friend ſhe 
had loft; but even this was a piece of ſelf- 
denial, a ſacrifice to the world's opinion, and 
the world's cuſtoms, and ſhe called it ſo 
once to her mother. 

But, beſides her defire to guard every 
mental and perſonal act, for her own ſatis- 
faction, Hannah was ſo much one of them, 
as to be often preſent without their advert- 
ing to it; and the ignorant, though well- 
meaning and good creature, looked upon 
all approbation of the other ſex, to verge 
naturally and finally towards love and ma- 
trimony ; ſhe was, therefore, fearful, left 
being miſtaken, ſhe might be harmleſsly 
miſrepreſented by her, and her hitherto ſpot- 
leſs 
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leſs fame contract an undue ſhade, when 
every ſentiment her heart entertained to- 
wards Wilmot, abſtracted from the prefer- 
ence ſne imbibed for him in her infancy, 
were ſuch as. friendſhip and gratitude alone 
dictated, and compatible with her duty both 
to God and man., : 


SN GOV ERTTURE 


Mr. and Mrs. Overbury, Elfrida, Han- 
nah, and the little Ella, by the exertions of 
reaſon, and the happy effects of piety, paſfed 
their time tranquilly together; Elfrida called 
Ella her pupil, and took real delight in cul- 
tivating her mind and manners; and the 
child, from a natural quickneſs and docility 
of diſpoſition, did no ſmall honor to her 
amiable preceptreſs. 

During this calm period the Lieutenant 
was one morning ſurprized by a letter from 
the War-effice, accompanied with a Cap- 
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tain's commiſſion in a regiment ſtationed at 
Portſmouth. 

The huſband, wife, and daughter, ſtared 
vpon each other, their thoughts wandered 
up and downfor the ſource, and at laſt reſted 
upon Wilmot. 

« Noble fellow,” ſaid Mrs. Ellifon, © I 
almoſt envy him his feelings ; you are, my 
dear father, the very character a worthy mind 
muſt delight to. honor.” 

Mr. Overbury waited upon the under Se- 
cretary, and was, by him, introduced to the 
Nobleman who preſided in the war depart- 
ment; his Lordſhip ſhook him condeſcend- 
ingly by the hand, ſaying, © I ſhall ſet this 
one appointment down as an apology, an 
atonement, Captain Overbury, for all the 
errors of office which I may commit. Men, 
in my ſtation, ſeldom have the pleaſure of 
repairing the injuſtice of ignorance or inat- 
tention, by drawing merit like yours from 
obſcurity, and reſcuing their Sovereign from 
the reproach of having neglected a brave and 
worthy character; I congratulate myſelf, Sir, 
upon the occaſion, 


As 
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As this appointment commanded refi- 
dence, Elfrida, though reluctantly, was 
obliged to give up ſeveral of her induſtrious 
engagements ; ſhe brought forth a moiety of 
her hidden treafure, and inſiſted upon its be- 
ing applied to the purpoſe of fitting them out 
for their place of deſtination, and her mother 
wept at the, till then, undiſcovered diſpoſal, 
of what her daughter called her gay trap- 
pings, but Mrs, Overbury the proper ap- 
parel of her child. As Mrs. Elliſon, I 
grant you, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, © but your 
Elfrida is not entitled to a more expenſive 
exterior than ſhe now enjoys. I thought my 
dear mother, you had diſtinguiſhed better 
than to conceive finery had any thing to do 
with happineſs,” 

Elfrida felt herſelf much intereſted. in the 
weather ; tempeſts alarmed her, both for the 
ſake of her huſband and her father's benefac- 
tor; ſhe read the public prints with a beat- 
ing heart; the name of the Eaſt, or the 
Weſt Indies, threw her into tremors, when- 
ever they met her eye ; but ſhe covered all 
her enquiries and anxieties, under the deſire 
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to entertain thoſe ſhe loved with the KNOW- 
ledge of how the world went, 

When every thing was ready for their 
journey, Mr. Overbury was ſurprized with 
a molt extraordinary viſitor, a Gentleman 


from the Nobleman who had won Elliſon's 


fortune, to beg they would admit his Lord- 
ſhip upon their acquaintance liſt, an honor 
he was moſt ambitious of. 

Captain Overbury, with all the temper he 
could command, declined the overture ; 
An acquaintance with my humble family,” 
ſaid he, „could afford a man of Lord S—'s 
poliſh, very little ſatisfaction; a family that 
1s humble, not from birth or education, but 
from choice; I mention not this, Sir,” 
continued he, from vanity, but merely 
to prove to you, that his Lordſhip's conde- 
ſcenſion would have little merit in our 
ſight, for we ſhould be undazzled by his ſu- 
periority, and unintereſted by his accompliſh- 
ments; in a word, our walks in li fe are 
marked by the hand of Heaven far aſunder, 
and I muſt, therefore, be excuſed, if, with- 

Out 
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out one qualifying ſpeech, I affirm, our in- 
tercourſe muſt finiſh here.” 

Lord S-— was not, however, to be ſo 
eaſily repulſed ; the Gentleman meſſenger 
was diſpatched, a ſecond time, to profeſs 
his Lordſhip's deep contrition for his paſt 
conduct, his lamentings that Mr. Elliſon 


was not in London, and to hint, in pretty 


intelligent terms, a deſire to reſtore what the 
chance of the cards had made him maſter 
of. 

Mr. Overbury pauſed—*< Far be it from 
me, Sir,” at length, ſaid he, to check the 
good purpoſes of any heart ; but you will 
pleaſe to deſire his Lordſhip, in my name, 
to recollect the delicacy of our ſituation, and 
he will ſoon perceive how impoſſible it muſt 
be for us, in my ſon's abſence, to reap any 
advantage from his generoſity.” 

ce The world, Captain Overbury, I grant 
you,” ſaid the Gentleman, 1s very imper- 
tinent, and merit will ever have its attendant 
ſhade; but, in the name of common ſenſe, 
let not thoſe ſcare-crows, envy and ill-na» 
ture, have terrors for a mind like yours.” 
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« Sir, Sir,” replied Mr. Overbury ſome- 
what impatiently, notwithſtanding all his re- 
ſolutions to be calm, © you, as well as his 
Lordſhip, little know the difference between 
faſhionable honor and genuine honeſty ; 
they are, indeed“ continued he, © lines of 
conduct, which, however, in a few inſtances, 
they may ſeem to be verging towards the 
ſame point, muſt evermore fly off from each 
other in their terminations ; our connexions, 
therefore, as well as our conference, I take 
upon me to declare, with the ſpirit of an in- 
dependent, and I hope I may venture to 
ſay, an undeviating individual, a! end 
here.“ 

Lord 8 „ finding he was thrown out 
upon this occaſion, comforted himſelf with 
the reflection that there were other avenues 
of acceſs to the all-lovely Elfrida, whoſe 
perſon he had long been enamored of. He 
accordingly reſolved, that neither the freez- 
ing reception which his worthy agent had 
met with, or the Roman virtue of Mr. 
Overbury's character, ſhould deter him from 
beginning his inſidious attacks on new 

| d grounds; 
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grounds ; I have a ſcheme,” ſaid he to this 
agent, © in embryo, which, if well fol- 
lowed up, may anſwer all my wiſhes.” 

Mrs, Overbury and Elfrida were aſtoniſh- 
ed at what they heard, 

« Ah, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, 
* ought you not to have given his Lordſhip's 
penitentials fair play; the fortune Mr. El- 
liſon loſt, ought not to be facrificed to 
punctillio.“ 

« Heavens,” cried the Captain, © is he 
not the wretch that would have bought my 
child of her own huſband ? Eternal ſilence 
ſeal our lips reſpecting him.” | 

In the Portſmouth ftage-coach was an 
elderly lady of a very agreeable appearance ; 
ſhe ſhed tears on contemplating Elfrida's 
face; it was ſo like a dear child ſhe had 
buried a few years before, and ſhe had a ſon 
in the navy very like her; but that ſhe 
ſhould not wiſh to introduce him to the 
young lady, for obvious reaſons; he was 
young and ſuſceptible, ſhe the molt finiſhed 
of nature's works, 

Their child,” Captain Ov erbury ſaid, 

* was very well; but thoſe who formed a 
11 6 judgment 
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judgment of her merit, from her perſon on- 


iy, would make a falſe eſtimate of it, for ſhe c 
was the beſt of children and of wives.“ th 

e Wives,” repeated the old Lady, “ fo fa 
young and already wedded.“ in 


The Captain anſwered in the affirmative; 
but added, that her huſband was gone 
abroad, and ſhe, very properly, returned to 
the parental roof. 

The old Lady ſighed, approved his ſen- 
timent, as ſhe called it, and changed the 
ſubject. | 

She had, indeed, two ſons, the old 
Lady ſaid, one of which lived in London, 


and the other was expected every hour from ah 
the Eaſt- Indies. 3 

(Elfrida without being ſenſible of it had a be 
ſigh eſcaped her.) 2 

Expected, ſhe ſaid, with the next fleet; 1 
the, therefore, with the impatience natu- well 
ral to fuch a ſituation, was going down * 


to reſide upon the ſpot where the India-ſhips the | 
uſually made their firſt halt, and ſhould be civil 
glad of the pleaſure of their acquaintance. 


Mr * 
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Mr. Overbury told her theirs was not a 
caſual viſit, but that Portſmouth would be 
their place of future reſidence, and that his 
family, he was certain, would be glad to 


improve their accidental knowledge of each 
other. 


AN INTIMACY. 


Mrs. Felton, for ſq this old Gentlewoman 
was named, paid cloſe court to the Over- 
burys, had the addreſs to paſs herſelf off for 
a very good ſort of a woman; and, from one 
incident ar other, ſix months paſſed away 
before her eldeſt ſon, in whoſe praiſe ſhe 
was moſt profuſe, came down to ſee her. 

He was dreſſed very plain, but appeared 
well-bred, and well informed ; they dined 
by invitation at Captain Overbury's, and 
the innocent Elfrida treated him with great 
civility. 

« What a family they are,” ſaid Lord 
S (for this eldeſt ſon of the good Mrs. 
| | Felton, 
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Felton, was no other than that noble peer) ; 
< what a family theſe Overburys are; yet, 1 f 
though their queer notions are baneful to | 
my wiſhes, I will not deny they have ſome- 


thing pretty in them, even to a common ob- : 
ſerver.” 8 
« Your Lordſhip,” ſaid Mrs. Felton, Pp 
« does not, I hope, call yourſelf a common | _ 
obſerver, who has a nicer ear, or a more pe- 
netrating eye? Not a beauty of Mrs. El- of 


liſon's face, I am ſatisfied, eſcaped your no- k. 
tice, and yet you was preſent to every occa- Þ he 
ſion, appeared with all the ſpruce and hum- 
ble merit of my ſon, a London clerk; I am * 
aſtoniſhed at your gifts of countenance,” 

e Why, you know, Felton,” ſaid his th. 
Lordſhip, I am a tolerable good actor; I w 
but I will own to you, I fear the part I have dit 
now undertaken, will prove above my 
powers; the taſk I mean too arduous for en 
me to accompliſn; that woman's mind, like ry 
another Troy, would ſtand a ten years' ſiege, fro 
but would not be won at laſt; and where ini 

the compariſon fails, my deſpair, of courſe, .., 
begins; in three words, I deem it wholly im- off 
pregnable; 
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pregnable; it muſt be our firſt care not to 
ſtartle her, the next to win her confidence; 
ſecurity may do much for us; but our 
meaſures muſt be the meaſures of the mo- 
ment, for premeditation would be inſanity, 
where not a ſingle ſtep depends upon our- 
ſelves. It was ſacrilege to beſtow ſuch a wo- 
man upon Elliſon.“ 

Elfrida, notwithſtanding her father's pro- 
motion, plied her needle and her pencil, to 
keep her, ſhe ſaid, in practice, and fill up 
her hours, for that when employed ſhe 
reckoned time by the ſhort, when idle, by the 
long minutes. 

Hannah was called back to the village of 
the Grange, by the news that her huſband 
was dying of a fever, and ſo rapid was his 
diſeaſe in its ravages, that he died before ſhe 
arrived; upon this melancholy event, ſhe 
entreated to be received into Mr, Overbu- 
ry's houſe, never to quit it more; a fall 
from his horſe was the firſt cauſe of Richard's 
illneſs; and Hannah having buried him de- 
cently, and gathered up her little effects, ſet 
off upon her return to Portſmouth, as per 

invitation, 
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invitation, under the hand · writing of Miſs 
Ella, as Secretary for Mrs. Overbury, to 
live and die with them. 

Mrs. Elliſon, Hannah, and the little girl, 
walked round the ramparts every day, at ſo 
unfaſhionable a time, as never to be met 
by any but humble ſtrollers; and frequently, 
to vary the ſcene, they would go to the top 
of Poſtdown-hill, croſs over from the dock- 
gate to Goſport, and take a turn through 
the fortifications; or, which was equally 


private, at certain parts of the day, go over 


the dock- yard and view its wonders ; for to 
Elfrida it was wonderful to trace naval archi- 
tecture, ſtep by ſtep, from the laying of 
the keel, to the ſkeleton ribs, the decking, 
the upper works, the maſting, and the rig- 
ging, and then behold the perfect work 
launched upon the boſom of the deep, a 
Britiſh tower of defence againſt her ene- 
mies. | 

Lord S——'$ viſits to Portſmouth were 
ſhort, and his walks cautiouſly taken ; for, 
though with the amiable and unſuſpecting 


family he paſſed current for Mrs, Felton's 
ſon, 
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ſon, he having before had a frolic or two of 
the ſame ſpirited -kind, was fearful of pre- 
mature detection; and the ſlighteſt hint 
would have been ſufficient to have put the 
Captain upon his guard, all open as he was 
to attacks, until alarmed. 

«© Would it not be uſeful, ſaid Lord S—” 
obſerving what a favorite Hannah was with 
Elfrida, © to take notice of that awkward 
woman, called Jenkins, ſhe is their friend 
much rather than their ſervant, and me- 
thinks we might pick ſomething out of 

Hannah, who looked upon Mrs. Felton 
as a great Gentlewoman, was not a little 
flattered by her condeſcenſion ; condeſcen- 
ſion was, however, according to her ac- 
count, an infallible mark of high birth, and 
genteel breeding ; no upſtart ſhe in Britain, 
ſhe would be bound for it, would have in- 
vited a plain hard-working woman to drink 
tea with her, and taken the ſame notice of 
her, for all the world, as if ſhe was her fel- 
low-companion, as Mrs, Felton had done 
by ker; and then ſhe was ſo fond of Mrs. 

Elliſon, 
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Elliſon, thought her very handſome, but 
what of that, ſhe ſaid, no one would ever 
remember Mrs. Ellifon's perſon, when they 
once came to know her mind, for it was 
there ſhe was charming above all her ſex, 
Moreover, Mrs. Felton was the moſt pionſſt 
weman Hannah had ever met with, with 
her prayer-book and her bible continually 
by her; and fo ſhocked, if the ſacred, name, 
as ſhe called it, of Heaven, was prophaned, 
and ſo good to children, that Miſs Ella muſt 
not have had a heart, not to have had it won 
by her. 

And thus did another ſix months elapſe, 
without my Lord's making. one advance 
nearer the accompliſhment of his wiſhes, 
than the day the worthy family lett London, 
except that Mrs. Felton had gained ſo far 
upon their good opinion, that they were 


glad to ſee her at all hours, an indulgence 


ſhe availed herſelf of in its fulleſt extent, 
running in and out their houſe like a tame 
animal, until at length ſhe came to the knows 
ledge of Elfrida's induſtry, 

* Di. 
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Mrs. Felton was amazed. You work 
for your living,” ſaid ſhe, “and not for 
your amuſement! Heaven and earth! I 
ſhall never recover myſelf! You, who 
would do honor to a coronet ! Mercy on me, 
I ſhall never get over it! I ſhall break my 
heart to think of it!“ 

« © dear Madam,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, 
© thoſe who are called to experience the 
tranſitions I have done, have quite a differ- 
ent eſtimate of life, to the ambitious, the 
delicate, or the vain ; you find it hurt me 
not in your judgment, for you have fre- 
quently, with a politeneſs that pains me, 
imputed eaſe, elegance, and education, to 
my manner and appearance ; and yet this 
elegant, and this accompliſhed young wo- 
man, was, at theſe very periods, under en- 
gagements of induſtry for the London 
ſhops, and now diſpatching the labors, and 
now reviewing the fruits of her induſtry.” 

« You may ſay what you pleaſe,” cried 
Mrs. Felton, © but it is a cutting diſ- 
covery.“ 


The 
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The truth indeed was, that Mrs. Felton 
had a tolerable knowledge of the female 
heart, and was convinced, that the private 
was the undiſguiſed moment, for many and 
many a young damſel had ſhe met with, in 
the courſe of her honorable profeſſion (for 
the fact was, that Mrs. Felton was a finiſhed 
procurefs) who appeared all that was ami- 
able in woman, and who had ſo dexterouſly 
kept up the ball, that ſhe was on the point 
of giving them up as invincible, until a 
lucky intruſion into their privacy gave her 
the felicity to find, that theſe very diſcreet, 
theſe very demure, and theſe very ſentimental 
ladies, loved idleneſs, or dreſs, or good eat- 
ing and drinking, or gay authors (a moſt 
favorable ſymptom) or had ſome other cha- 
racteriſtic foible, which, from not having 
the power to gratify, they had the addreſs 
to conceal, and thereby enabled herſelf to 
ſuit the bait to the appetite; ſhe had gained 
the victory, in the inſtant ſhe conceived her- 
{elf foiled, and triumphed, as it were, in 
the very arms of diſappeintment. 


Upon 
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Upon this diſcovery, reſpecting Elfrida, 
ſhe was in total deſpair ; for to meet with a 


heart, which not only dared to be poor, but 
delighted in employment, ſo deranged her, 
that ſhe wrote to his Lordſhip to come down 
immediately, 

My Lord taking it into his head to fancy 
that his ſucceſsful hour was arrived, was un- 
ſpeakably chagrined to hear her declare 
that her hopes were at an end; © For, 
could you have imagined ſuch a thing poſſi- 
ble,” ſaid ſhe, © that all-lovely woman has 
a ſoul as free from ambition, folly and va- 
nity, as her face is from blemiſh, and is, at 
this very inſtant, to the eternal diſappoint- 
ment of your Lordſhip's ſchemes, working 
for her bread; or, which is the ſame thing, 
to make a reſerve for herſelf and her mother, 
in caſe of their ſurviving the Captain. No, no, 
my Lord, had ſhe but complained to me of 
her fallen ſtate, had ſhe but confeſſed her 
ſituation moping, for ever by the fide of her 
father and mother irkſome, had I but found 
her at her looking-glaſs, that corruptor of 
young minds, and altar of pride, for when 


men 
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men conceive they have once undermined 
the virtue of one of theſe Narciſſus in petti- 
coats, ſhe is much rather ſelf-betrayed, than 
the dupe of her lover's arts; had ſhe, in ſhort, 
my Lord, one aſſumed virtue, or one latent 
vice, I would have pledged myſelf for your 
obtaining her, but the ſymptoms are mor- 
tal, and portend the death of your at- 
tempts.” 

« And is there no way of ſapping, of 
ſtorming, of ſurprizing the garriſon,” ſaid 
his Lordſhip, © no centinel that can be 
bought up, no Argus that can be laid aſleep ; 
for Mrs. Felton, I am determined, and it 
is now, I believe, no longer in my choice, 
by what means, either by ſtratagem or vio- 
lence, to have her in my poſſeſſion.” 

« Why then, my Lord,” ſaid Mrs. Fel- 
ton, © it is my opinion, you muſt raiſe the 
ſiege for the preſent, and defer the opening 
of the next campaign until the enemy can be 
drawn out of her ſtrong hold, to which the 
approaching winter will be moſt unfavor- 
rable, In plain Engliſh, you muſt wait 
Wl 
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till May or June before you take another s 
ſtep.“ 

« A very pretty taſk, Mrs. Felton, you 
are ſetting my patience; this, J take it, is 
the firſt week in October, and ſhe has al- | 
ready ſeen a year and a half at Portſmouth; 
but a-propos,” cried his Lordſhip, © the 
Captain, in the long ſtory, he tells of his 
child's being carried away upon the water, 
teaches us how to manage, ſituated as we 
are upon the ſea-coaſt, ſo we will look for- 
ward, to prevailing upon her to enter into 
ſome water expedition, when, under favor of 
the winds and waves, we will bear her to ſome 
happy ſpot, and, perhaps, without ſo much 
as aſking her conſent, draw her into a little 
trip to France, in all which, you, Mrs, Fel- 
ton, muſt accompany us.” +l 

ce Your Lordſhip knows you may always 1 
command me,” ſaid Mrs. Felton, but it. 1 
ſtrikes me it would be polite to have another Fl 
fellow-voyager. Mrs. Hannah's curioſity f i 
is at leaſt equal to her ſimplicity, and the ; 
name of a ghoſt will at any time frighten [18 
her from her ſtation, as a watch-woman b 
over 
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over the ſafety of her beloved miſtreſs; 
there is magic to her _— in the very 


ſound.” 
«© You have hit the hk at laſt, ſaid his 


1 cc and we have only to follow it 


up to be ſucceſsful.” 

Whenever Mrs. Felton had an opportu- 
nity ſhe artfully filled Hannah's head full of 
ſea expeditions. © About nine miles from 
hence,” ſhe would ſay to her, is the Iſle of 
Wight, and if your family was not ſo parti- 
cular, what a pretty party we might make, 
ſome time or other, when my ſon comes 
down, with a few genteel ſtores, and a little 
muſic ; and then, Mrs. Jenkins, you would 
fee what it was to go to ſea, and to be upon 
pleaſure-parties on the water, and I am ſure 
you would like it vaſtly, if we could contrive 
to bring 1t about.” 

This idea having taken poſſeſſion of Han- 
nah's brain, ſhe longed as much for the re- 
turn of ſummer as his Lordſhip did, and 
Mrs. Elliſon having a complaint in her ſto- 
mach, which the apothecary was fearful 
tended to a conſumption ; he was led by 
; Mrs, 
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Mrs. Felton, who, from complimenting his 
medical ſkill, and paying him handſomely 
for any little attendance ſhe ſtood in need of, 
had acquired a great aſcendancy over him, 
to preſcribe ſea · ſickneſs for her cure. 
Hannah, catching at the ſound, cried, 
« Oh, Madam, do go with Mrs. Felton to 
the Iſle of Wight, ſhe has promiſed co take 


me as ſoon as the weather is fine; it will do 


you a monſtrous deal of good,” | 
Mrs. Elliſon told Mrs. Felton the apo- 


thecary's opinion; ſhe affected ſurprize, 
« Bur, to be ſure,” ſaid ſhe, © he muſt know 


beſt; and if you are inclined to make the 


experiment, we will, ſomehow or other, 


go as far as the Iſland ; bur, unleſs Captain 


and Mrs. Overbury will favor us with their 


company, it muſt be when my fon is here, 


for we cannot go, with either ſafety or pro- 


priety, unleſs we have the likeneſs of a man 


to attend us.“ 


Mr. Overbury ſaid he was not fond of 
the water, and Mrs. Overbury declared = 
would not go without him. 


VoI. II. 1 © But, 
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« But,” ſaid the Captain, © if a little ſnug 
party can be made up, of which Hannah's 
eyes informs me ſhe would be happy to parti. 
cipate, both your health and amuſement, my 
dear Elfrida, might be promoted ; and, in- 
deed, it would be deſirable to engage you in 
a pleaſant excurſion, for you confine your- 
ſelf too much.“ 

Elfrida did not oppoſe, which was looked 
upon by Mrs. Felton to be the ſame thing 
as conſenting to the propoſal, and ſhe in- 
formed my Lord, that they were got a few 
points nearer their wiſhes. 

May proved a very cold month, and 
June was ſo intenſely hot that they had fre- 
quent thunder-ſtorms; Lord 8 was 
frantic; but, at laſt, he had the extatic 
pleaſure of ſeeing preparations going for- 
wards, under the authority of Mrs. Elliſon's 
abſolute engagement, and the day appointed, 
at the diſtance of only two days. 

Hannah was lifted out of herſelf with joy, 
ſhe had a new cap provided for the occaſion, 
a gown of Mrs. Cluwyd's, given by Elfrida, 


was 
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was brought out, which had the very air of 
Weſtminſter-abbey, and ſeemed riſen from 
the tombs; and never child longed for a 
ſchool-ball, as ſhe did for the ſixth of 
June. 

The ſixth of June came, and Mrs. Elliſon 
propoſed Ella's going, but the child ſaid, 
the ſhould be terrified at the ſea, and would 
much rather ſtay with Captain and Mrs, 
Overbury. 

Elfrida was dreſſed in virgin white, and 
might have ſat for the emblem of the golden 
age, for innocence and peace beamed forth 
in her countenance ; we ſhall ſay nothing of 
Hannah, but my Lord exchanged a ſignifi- 
cant look with Mrs. Felton, on beholding 
her, and the word outre, caught Elfrida's ear, 
ſhe ſmiled at the contraſt, for there was no 
denying that my Lord's poliſh and Hannah's 


ſimplicity were a wide diſtance from each. 


other, 

They embarked with proſperous gales, 
and every proſpect of pleaſure and enjoy- 
ment, when having run through the fleet 


at Spithead, the off-ſhore from the Iſland, 4 


12 circumſtance 
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circumſtance that Elfrida was not aware of, 
and got below South- ſea Caſtle, and Cum- 
berland- fort, and fo fairly clear of the ſhore, 
as to have nothing to fear from obſervation 
or aſſiſtance, my Lord began to be very aſ- 
{duous about Mrs. Elliſon. 

She was diſpleaſed but not alarmed, re- 
pented of her expedition but dreamed not of 
her danger ; her worſt concluſion was, that 
the young man might not be quite ſober, 


and, therefore, too probably, very trouble- 


ſome ; and ſhe endeavored, without ſhew- 
ing her full diſſatisfaction, to ON * 
ſeat. 

He took both her hands in his, and pre- 
vented her intention, ſwore they were the 
handſomeſt ever formed, kiſſed them once, 
twice, thrice. 

Mrs. Elliſon inſiſted upon bi altering his 
behavior, and begged Mrs. Felton would 
make her relation ſenſible of its impro- 
priety, 

Mrs. Felton . parties of pleaſure 


admitted, ſhe ſaid, of innocent freedoms, 


and 


2 


ELFRIDA. 173 


and ſo lovely a woman as Mrs. Elliſon, muſt 
not wonder to find an adorer in every man 


of ſenſibility and ſpirit that approached 
her. | 

Encouraged by this ſpeech, Lord S—— 
had the audacity to ſnatch a kiſs, Elfrida 
diſengaged herſelf with all the dignity and all 
the reſolution of offended virtue; and Han- 
nah, perceiving how the cafe ' ſtood, gave 
him an honeſt and ſmart box on the ear, 


and bid him learn better manners. 


e We ſhall humble your miſtreſs' pride,” 


ſaid he, © and revenge that blow before to- 
morrow morning.“ 


« Where are we going, Mrs. Felton, 


ſaid Elfrida, with all the compoſure ſhe could 


aſſume. 


« To ſome happy Iſland,” ſaid Mrs. 
Felton, theatrically, © in the watry waſte.” 
Mrs. Elliſon had forgot ſhe was young, 


and handſome enough to excite deſigns, and : 


would as ſoon have thought of their running 
away with Hannah; ſhe was, however, im- 
patient to be ſet on ſhore; any where on 
* ſhe ſaid, and her fears operated ſo 

I 3 ſtrongly 
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ſtrongly upon her mind, that her ſickneſs 


was no more. | 
Lord S—— now threw himſelf at her 
feet, and, in the ſpirit of romantic gallantry, 


exclaimed, 


ce Such Helen was, and who could blame.” 

Hannah, with all her ſimplicity, knowing 
well the beauty of her miſtreſs, began, from 
his Lordſhip's behavior, to have no doubt 
of their real ſituation ; ſhe was, therefore, 
reſolved to play off Elliſon upon them, as 


ſhe called every ſtroke of fee or cunning, 
and whiſpering Mrs. Felton, ſaid, fhe 


thought the Gentleman had better defer 
making love to her Miſtreſs, (though to be 
fure it was fine to hear him) until they got 
on ſhore, leſt ſhe ſhould fret herſelf ill, and 
they ſhould not know what to do with her ; 
and that, moreover, it was not unlikely, 
if ſhe was frightened, but ſhe might fall in- 
to fits. | 

Felton, who ſet Hannah down for a guile- 
leſs animal, thought there was meaning in 


what ſhe ſaid; and, calling her wicked em- 


ployer to the other end of the boat, adviſed 
| him, 
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him, upon Hannah's authority, to reſerve 
the declaration of his paſſion for their even- 
ing's entertainment, when they were got in- 
to harbor ; but his Lordſhip having, what 
he conceived, broken the ice, was reſolved 
to proceed, and either win her conſent, he 
faid, or form his reſolutions how to treat her, 
before they quitted their bark. 

He accordingly, upon his return to El- 
frida, who, though ſhe made the attempr, 
could not get at the ſpeech of Hannah, to 
communicate her diſtreſs ; without farther 
preface, told her he was not what he ap- 
peared, but a Gentleman, who had long 
been dying for her, adding his fortune, 
power, and determination to compel her to 
accept his propoſals, omitting only his name, 
leſt, upon her huſband's account, it might 
excite her diſguſt; concluding with the tre- 
mendous aſſertion, that it depended upon 
her choice to be his queen or vaſſal, but 
that the fates had decreed, irrevocably de- 
creed, ſhe ſhould be either the one or the 
other in a few hours. 

Elfrida was ready to expire with terror and 
conſternation ; her father, mother, Wilmot, 
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ruſhed upon her thoughts; what would they 
not ſuffer for her ſufferings ; her huſband, 
ſhe recollected with a figh, as the indirect 
author of her misfortunes, and was wholly 
at a loſs how to conduct herſelf. 

Sometimes ſhe had it in actual contem- 
plation to throw herſelf into the ſea, and 
then condemned herſelf with the utmoſt 
feverity for defpairing of the protection of 
Heaven ; and whilſt all theſe melancholy 
things were palling. over her mind, Lord 
S— — was confidently gazing upon her, aud 
congratulating himſelf upon his addreſs, in 
outwitting the goddeſs of wiſdom in an hu- 
man ſhape, and deceiving the firſt-born 
daughter of caution. 

Mrs. Ellifon, at length, convinced that 
her only chance for eſcaping this deep laid 
and moſt infernal deſign, was to temporize 
to the beſt of her power, beſought the Gen- 
tleman, therefore, to ſpare her before ſo 
many witneſſes, and, by his generoſity in 
complying with this requeſt, make an intereſt 
in her gratitude for himſelf, when ſhe had 
an opportunity of ſhewing it. “ We ſhall 

not 
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not, I ſuppoſe,” Sir, ſaid ſhe, © continue 
long at fea, and the people who are now 
about us, will not be our companions on 
ſhore; let me then owe you the obligation 
of not betraying your ſucceſs to the world.“ 

This his Lordſhip could not but confeſs 
was very reaſonable, beſides appearing a 
happy preſage of future indulgence, © Come, 
then,” ſaid he, © Madam, ſing me ſome 
of the ſongs, for the execution of which you 
are ſo celebrated, by way of compromiſe, 
and charm me into an happy acquieſcence 
with your humor.” 

The dying ſwan,” faid Mrs. Ellifon's 
heart, © ſings, we are aſſured, its own re- 
quiem ; and only let death ſtep in between 
me and violation, I fear it is all I muſt aſk 
of Heaven,” ; 

She ſung her beſt, whilſt ſhe was ſtraining 
her eyes in ſearch of ſome friendly ſhore, 
and Hannah, ſeeing them engaged, began 
to tamper with the man at the helm for her 
miſtreſs' deliverance. 

e It is a folly to talk,” ſaid Hannah, 


« but, over and above the difference between 
15 doing 


erer. 


doing a good and a bad action, this man will 
never give you half as much as Captain 
Overbury would do for ſaving his child; 
add to which, that my Lady (poor Jenkins 
thought it would have an uſeful effect to 
talk grand) has a ſchool- fellow gone to the 
 Faſt-Indies, that will return with the next 
fleet as rich as a Jew, and as free to part 
with his money as a Lord; and, it is not to 
ſay hundreds, for he would give thoufands 
of pounds, rather than Mrs. Elliſon ſhould 
be miſuſed.” 

And what is this man's name,” ſaid the 
Pilot. 

* Why, Mr. Wilmot,” ſaid Hannah, 
< the moſt handſomeſt, the moſt ſweeteſt, 
and the moſt" 

« Well, well, young woman,” ſaid the 
three ſailors in a breath, you may hold 
your jaw, and ſet your heart at reſt; for, do 
you hear me,” continued the Pilot, “ don't 
betray yourſelf, but, ſince Mr. Wilmot's 
your man, all is ſafe as you could wiſh; 
for I came home in the ſame ſhip with him 
from India, and he has been kind to my fa- 

5 mily, 
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mily, and to my three meſſmates, ſince I 
became a man of war's nian, for we all be- 
long to a ſhip in dock, and fo got leave to 
come out in this hired boat; ſo mark me, 
ſilence is the word, this fine ſpark ſhall not 
hurt a hair of your miſtreſs' head, though 
it is plain enough he means her no good; a 
ſloop of war is expected down this tide from 
off Deal, ſhe cannot be far diſtant, and the 
wind is ſunk, and what there is is againſt us, 
and for them, and we will bear forward, or 
ſtand in to take her as ſhe paſles, as appears 
belt for our purpoſe ; and now mum, and be 
mute as a mackerel.“ 

Hannah would have given the world to 
communicate the ſmalleſt hint of this good 
news to her miſtreſs, but it was impoſſible; 
in this ſtate of anxious hope on the part of 
Hannah, and deep deſpair on Elfrida's, did 
they continue for two long hours, during of 
which time ſhe often reſolved to fall at her of 

| betrayer's feet and beg for mercy, but could 
not hope for ſucceſs, when ſhe ſuddenly 

| perceived a ſhip ſailing toward them, and, 
from ſurprize and joy, inſenſible of the diſ- 4 

16 tance, 4 


So FTELFRIDA. 


tance, ſhe eagerly held out both her hands, 
in a petitioning attitude, and fainted away. 

The Pilot took advantage of the little 
buſtle which this incident occaſioned, and 
gave a ſignal to the Boatſwain of the (loop, 
who happened to be his particular acquaint- 

ance, to put off the boat and come up to 
him. | 

ce Here's villainy on foot,” ſaid the Pilot, 
te and the Lady who is fainting in that man's 
arms, is a near relation of Mr. Wilmot's, 
* tip us a quid,“ ſaid he aloud, © what does 
the fellow ſtay for,” then lowering his voice, 
he continued, here is foul play, I tell you, 
fo make us friends on board, and bear down 
upon us; I have ſlacked our ſails, when we 
had a 1 0 wind, that we might get * 
ſide you.“ | 

Away went the Boatſwain. 

Mrs. Ellifon opened her eyes, and ſeeing 
the ſhip much nearer, again made an effort 
to ſpeak, held out her hands, and a ſecond 
time fainted. 

Captain Venables, the Commander of 
the floop, was a man of honor, courage, 
| and 


{ 
t 
f 
2 


ELFRIDA. 181 


and humanity, he did not wait to hear the 
ſailor out, but flying upon deck, he in- 
ſtantly knew his Lordſhip, through all his 
diſguiſe, and invited him and his company 
on board, that the ſick Lady might be taken 
care of. | 

His Lordſhip heſitated, then refuſed this 
polite offer; but the Captain declared he 
ſhould not proceed till the Lady recovered ; 
and his Lordſhip found himſelf reduced to 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of either comply- 
ing, or owning he was upon illicit buſineſs ; 
but, recollecting that as ſoon as Mrs. Elliſon 
could utter a word ſhe would diſcover all, he 
inſiſted upon puſhing forward, 

ce That I forbid,” ſaid the Captain, © for 
I have a ftrange fancy to ſpeak to that 
Lady.” 

« You are impertinent, Sir,” ſaid Lord 
S, “and ſhall anſwer this.“ 

«© When and where you pleaſe, my Lord,“ 
ſaid the Captain, © but the Lady, I am de- 
termined, ſhall be my priſoner, until ſhe in- 
forms me upon what ground ſhe will be ſet 
at liberty ;” and the Boatſwain having con- 

treved 
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trived to throw a rope, with a hook, aſtern 
of them, they were ſoon hauled in along- 


ſide the ſloop, and Mrs. Elliſon conveyed 


on board, followed by Hannah. 
ce She is dead,” ſaid Hannah, and indeed 


appearances juſtified her aſſertion, © and my 


poor miſtreſs is killed by her fright, and 


that man and woman are the cauſe of all. 


O, Sir, ſhe was the ſweeteſt, beſt of wo- 


men.” | 

e muſt entreat the favor of your L,ord- 
ſhip's company,” ſaid Captain Venables, 
« and your's, Madam,” to Mrs, Felton, 
ec until this dark buſineſs is cleared up.” So 
ſaying, he left his men to execute his orders, 
and carried Elfrida into the cabin, to his own 


bed, calling the Surgeon to bleed her. 


It was ſome time, nevertheleſs, before ſhe 
came to herſelf, and ſhe was overjoyed to find 
Hannah ſeated by her, and to hear a voice, 
almoſt ſimilar toWilmot's, aſſure her ſhe was 


in ſafe and honorable hands. 


As ſhe grew better ſhe ventured to look 
around her, but Captain Venables, fearful 
ſhe ſhould relapſe at the fight of Lord S—, 

aſked 
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aſked gently if ſhe could bear the rencoun- 
ter. 

ce Lord S—,” ſaid Mrs. Elliſon, © where 
is he? How came I in the ſame ſhip with 
him ? I will not be ſhocked at ſeeing him, 
though he did plunder Mr. Elliſon of his 
fortune, and inſult him with a baſe pro- 
poſal.“ 

Captain Venables moving from before 
Lord S „where he had purpoſely placed 
himſelf, to hide him from Mrs. Elliſon, ſhe 
exclaimed, He here! Ah, Sir, am I not 
ſtill a betrayed and undone woman?” 

«T command this ſhip, Madam,” ſaid Mr. 


| Venables, © and Lord S——, upon your 


account, 1s at preſent my priſoner.” 
£« Bleſſed Heaven,” ſaid Elfrida, © What 
a deliverance! he would have bought me of 
my huſband, by the reſtoration of all his 
winnings, and being ſcorned, as he ought, 
has formed this wicked aſſault upon my 
perſon, the perſon, Sir, of another man's 
wife, treacherouſly trepanned by him—" 
« Pardon me, Madam,” ſaid Captain 
Venables, © his outrage is not, altogether, 
ſo 
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ſo great as you imagine; for, Lady, let it 
not wound you too deeply, this unfortunate 
huſband is no more.“ 

« Mr. Elliſon dead ! how, Sir, could you 
know this circumſtance ?”? 

« He entered himſelf, Madam, a A volun- 
teer in America ; I have ſpent ſeveral even- 
ings with him, have often drank your health, 
and heard from him the moſt honorable men- 
tion of you. It was his deſtiny, however, 
to be ſent out upon a reconnoitering party, 
when ſome Indians ſurprized them, and they 
died to a man.“ 

Mrs. Elliſon was aſtoniſhed, her tender- 
neſs, indeed, was unwounded, though her 
humanity felt for him. 

« Mercy upon us,” ſaid Hannah, © how 
thankful I am he did not appear to me. 
I wonder wonder if—if—” but recollec- 
ting herſelf, ſhe withdrew from the ſide of 
her miſtreſs, and, hurrying into a private 
corner of the cabin, knelt down to pray for 
poor dear Mr. Wilmot's ſafety. | 

« My father and mother,” ſaid Mrs. El- 

hiſon, 


cc 
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tifon, © what will be their apprehenſions, 
when they find we do not return !” 

© We ſhall reach Spithead to-night,” ſaid 
the Captain, though the wind does not 
quite favor us, and if it 1s too late for you 
to go on ſhore, ſome of my men ſhall ſer off 
and let them know you are ſafe ; but ſuffer 
me, Madam,” ſaid the kind and conſiderate 
Captain, © to prevail upon you to take ſome 
repoſe, and what can I offer you by way of 
refreſhment ??”” | 


* A glaſs of water,” ſaid Mrs, Elliſon, 
© will be a cordial to me.“ 


The Captain ordered it to be brought, 


and preſented it to her ; * And now, my dear 


Lady,” ſaid he, “ you ſhall be left to your 
ſelf, or at leaſt with only your own ſervant ; 
and, if you will give leave, Lord S 
purſue his voyage.” 

Any thing, every thing,” ſaid Elfrida, 
« I conſent to, that will remove me to a diſ- 
tance from him ; for, deliverer as you have 
been to me, I cannot feel myſelf ſafe until 
he and his wicked agent are on ſhore.” 
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The Lady,” ſaid Captain Venables, “ 
moſt heartily beg her pardon; for, upon 
my honor, ſhe has been treated with very 
little ceremony ; but ſhe may be thankful 
ſhe eſcapes a ducking, which my brave 
fellows, if they knew her merits, would 
think her intitled to; ſo that, my Lord, I 
dare believe ſhe will be happy to accompany 
you.“ 

The Captain conducted his Lordſhip 
upon deck, but the Pilot and his partners 
refuſing to do any more dirty work, the 
Captain was obliged to give them their 
paſſage to the head, but ſet them on ſhore 
without fear or diſmay, at Cumberland- 
fort, the firſt land they could come at, 
wholly unmindful of any difficulties they 
might meet with in accommodating them - 
ſelves with a carriage. 


X. 


There is ſomewhat ſo touching in the diſ- 


treſs of a young, beautiful, and virtuous 
| woman, 


liſ- 
Os 
nan, 
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woman, that the man who has the happineſs 
to reſcue her from danger, is very apt to loſe 
his heart for his pains; this is the fact, and 
when it is remembered that eventful writers 
generally draw tender incidents from bold 
adventures, our readers will not, perhaps, be 
ſurprized to hear that Captain Venables fell 
in love with our heroine ; but it muſt not be 
concealed that, he was ſoon ſenſible of a 
double impediment to his winding up the 


hiſtory of his knight-errantry, with becoming 


an enamorato ; no leſs, in the firſt place, 
than the prior engagement of the Lady's 
affections to the abſent - Wilmot, a ſecret 
Hannah could not forbear letting out ; and, 
in the fecond, that he happened to be en- 
gaged himſelf to a very worthy woman, who 
was already making the neceſſary prepara- 
tions for meeting him at the altar; circum- 
ſtances which are by no means an advantage 
to this work; but, as to have written up to 
the rules of romance, would have been to 


violate truth, we hope our readers will ac- 


cept of that plain apology, and be ſatisfied 


with our purſuing our humble narrative. 


It 


— 
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It was one o'clock before the two men, 
who undertook to deliver a meſſage from 
Elfrida to her father and mother, reached 
Portſmouth. 

Captain and Mrs. Overbury were, never- 
theleſs up, and waiting, with heart-felt anx- 
iety, for news of their Elfrida. 

The Sailors told them, without further 
ceremony, ſhe was now ſafe, but that there 
had like to have been deadly bad work ; and, 
though cautioned not to alarm the family, 
the Captain picked ſufficient out of them to 
know Mrs. Felton was a monſter, and his 
child the intended victim of her wicked ar- 
tifice. 

They ſlept not, ſo impatient were they for 
the particulars of this black tranſaction, and 
the morning not only reſtored their Elfrida 
to their arms, but gave a new friend to their 
hearts in the perſon of Captain Venables, 
who beſpoke their acquaintance for his bride 
elect, afluring them it would be a great plea- 
ſure to him, to be permitted to introduce her 
to ſo reſpectable a family. | 


Elliſon's 
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Elliſon's death was then mentioned, with 
every circumſtance within the ſcope of his 
information, and Captain Overbury remark- 
ed, how wonderfully Providence had brought 
that event to their knowledge, which, from 
diſtance of ſituation, might have remained 
undiſcovered, or, at leaſt, unaſcertained, to 
the end of their lives. 

Mr. Venables profeſſed his ſurprize, that 
no accounts had reached them, for the com- 
manding officer of the corps to which Mr. 
Elliſon belonged, had declared an intention 
to write to his friends, and thought he 
had ſeen his name in the returns of the 
killed. | 

Hannah ſpread out her ſea adventures 
wherever ſhe came, and did not ſpare either 
his Lordſhip, or his Lordſhip's agent; 
when ſhe ſoon learned that the woman's cha- 
rater for ſuch diabolical undertakings was 
notorious, and Lord S 
known for a man of deep enterprize and 
intrigue. 

«Ts it not cruel as well as unjuſt,” ſaid 
Mrs, Overbury, * for the perſons who could 


give 
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give you this intelligence, to have ſuffered ä 
an innocent family to be the dupes of ſuch 
villainy; I, for my part, in a ſimilar caſe, 
would, at all hazards, convey a hint of a 
ſimilar danger, and leave the individuals, ſo f 


warned, to the exerciſe of, at leaſt, their own 
judgment, and the regulation of their own 
choice ; they are barbarous ties that can 


reſtrain us from doing this office by each f 
other.” as | f 
Hannah, the moment ſhe had Mrs. Over- t 


bury alone, talked of nothing but Mr. a 
Wilmot. © As for me,“ ſaid ſhe, © who 
have not learned your nice and odd no- 


tions, I ſhould rejoice in my releaſe fiom a ſt 
bad huſband, and hold myſelf ready to ac- t 
cept of a good one. I am ſure I have bees l 
down on my knees more than once to thank ar 
Heaven for having Elliſon to itſelf ; though W 
once, indeed, I was terribly frightened, for w 
the cat was in the room, and jumped up, ſu 
and I thought it was him, himſelf, that he 
touched my elbow, and fell upon my face I th 


and ſhrieked out; nor have I, I will own to of 


you, Madam, knelt, in your formal kind I (y 
of 
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of praying ſince; but my heart is buſy, and 
my ſpirits all in alarm; and I would be glad 
to know what chance poor dear Mr. Wil- 
mot would have, if he was to come back 
ſafe from amongſt the Blacks; that is, what 
chance you think he would have?“ 

ce My good woman,” ſaid Mrs. Overbury, 
te your friendſhip for Wilmot is an excuſe 
for all the miſtakes you commit; my Eltrida 
is above either diſguiſe or affectation, but 
there is a decorum due to her character, and 
all thoſe who love her muſt reſpect, and not 
wound her feelings.“ 

« wound her!” ſaid Hannah, „I am 
ſure I would ſooner cut off a piece of my 
tongue; but yet nature is nature, that's all 
I argue for; and, as ſhe loved Mr. Wilmot, 
and told him ſo twenty times in Arcadia, 
when ſhe was too young to know right from 
wrong; and he has ever loved her with 
ſuch—but you ſhall judge, Madam, how 
he loves her, for when he was going abroad 
the firſt time, and I ſtole to take leave 
of him, ſeeing him half dead with ſorrow, 
(you muſt not be angry, Madam, for I was 


not 
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not married to Elliſon) but, to comfort 
him, I bid him remember, that many a one 
had had, for their ſecond huſband, him they 
could not get for their firſt, aud that no one 
knowed what might happen ; and you ſhall 
hear his reply (Mrs. Elliſon herſelf, with 
all her rigidneſs, could have ſaid no more) 
I muſt not hear you talk thus, Mrs. Jen- 
kins,” ſaid he, © whilſt Miſs Overbury 
could be our ſubject, my heart would, with | 
rapture, have liſtened to you, but Mrs. El- 
liſon's character is too ſacred to be lightly 
mentioned, and you muſt never let me hear 
you name her thus; and now, Madam, 
come, with all your dictorums, does not ſuch 
a man deſerve to be happy? in 
« Do not let us talk about it, Hannah, 
time will tell truths which prudence and th 
principle muſt conceal ; and be careful not F in 
to diſtreſs our Elfrida.” | du 
« A fiddleſtick of diſtreſs,” ſaid Hannah, 
having turned into another room, © I ſay I by; 
diſtreſs, indeed, to be beloved by one of the ¶ rea 
xmoſt handſomeſt, and the moſt worthieſt IJ alac 
men in the world; for my part, I think I Por 
your 1 1 
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your fine-lady whims are the next thing to 


lunacy ; for, love is love, if you will give it 
fair play, in the heart of both high and low; 


and a bad huſband a curſe, and a good 


huſband a bleſſing, all the world over.” 

Captain Venables departed, quite charmed 
with the whole family ; when Mr. Overbury, 
with a countenance that ſpoke his honeſt 
feelings, ſaid, What a chequered life is ours; 
Elfrida, my dear, you would anticipate po- 
verty, but I now begin to apprehend, we 
ſhall, in reality, make acquaintance with it ; 
my half- pay is loſt to us, yet, as I muſt con- 
ceive, we owe my Captain's commiſſion to 
Lord S——, we muſt not eat the bread of 
infamy. ; 

© O fear us not,” ſaid both Ladies, in 
the ſame inſtant, throw him back his inſult- 
ing gifts, and the joys of peace, and of in- 
duſtry ſhall be ours.” 

Accordingly, the next day, Mr. Over- 
bury, encloſed it to the Secretary, with his 
reaſons of conduct; and, with the utmoſt 
alacrity, ſet about preparing for quitting 
Portſmouth; but, to his agrecable ſurprize, 

Vol. II. K the 


194 FID A. 

che third day from diſpatching this im- 
portant packet, he had it returned, with 
many compliments, from the noble State- 
officer, with aſſurances that it was procured 
for him, and not without ſome expence, as 
well as a good deal of trouble, by a young 
Gentleman, of the name of Wilmot, then in 
the Eaſt Indies. 

Made happy in this particular, Hannah 
began, once more to hold up her head, for 
never was deſpondence greater than her's, 
upon the melancholy proſpe& of Captain 
Overbury's falling into poverty; but, though 
ready to burſt, ſhe kept her mouth, as it were 
with a bridle, until Mrs. Elliſon laid aſide 
her firſt mourning ; when, having aſſiſted 
her in dreſſing, the ſecond day of wearing a 
grey gown, © I wonder, Madam,” ſaid ſhe, 
chere poor dear Mr. Wilmot is now!“ 

Mrs. Elliſon bluſhed, and Hannah cried, 
« Ah, now you look like yourſelf; how 

ſweetly that color becomes you 3 I wiſh—l 


wiſh—" 
« My dear Hannah, ” ſaid Elfrida, © do 


not begin to talk wild things; Mr, Wilmot 


Was 


do 
mot 
Was 
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was the friend of my infancy, and the bro- 
ther of my youth; but having been once a 
wife—“ 4 | 

« What of that?” ſaid Hannah, © Mercy 
upon us, what a world would you make of 
it! Is not a marriage at an end when death 
ſteps in to part man and wife? and are they 
not at liberty to chooſe a ſecond time?“ 

ce Such are the cuſtoms of the world,” ſaid 
Mrs. Elliſon, © nor do I condemn thoſe who 
give into them, but I have a rule of conduct, 


Hannah,” 

c Well, Madam,” ſaid Hannah, „I do 
believe you will drive me beſide myſelf; the 
deuce take all fine notions, fay I; a grain of 
common-ſenſe is worth a thouſand of it; and 
ſo Mr. Wilmot, who had like to have loſt 
his life, when you became Mr. Elliſon's 
wife, muſt be let to break his heart now 
you are become a widow. All the whole 
earth, Madam, ſhall not perſuade me this is 
good logic; no, it is abſolutely ſinful ; it is 
as if one was wiſer than Providence itſelf, 
and was to ſay, in defiance, Aye, aye, let 
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Heaven decree what it may, I will not yield 
myſelf to its will.“ 
Hannah was flouncing, and toſſing the 
things about, all the time ſhe ſpoke, and 
Mrs. Elliſon was compelled to ſmile, « Com- 
pole yourſelf, I beſeech you,” faid ſhe, © we 
may never ſee Mr. Wilmot more, or if we 
ſhould, he may—” 

cc cannot bear, Madam,” ſaid Hannah, 
« and ſo there is an end of the matter, I can- 
not bear to hear you, who are all goodneſs 
and truth, ſhould talk at this rate ; for, what- 
ever fleſh and blood you are made of, Mr, 
Wilmot, except being better born, is ſuch 
another as myſelf, and will ſtare and will die 
with vexation, if you talk to him thus.“ 
No, no, Hannah, Mr. Wilmot will 
_ underſtand me, though you cannot; the 
principles by which I govern myſelf are nei- 
ther ſo new, or ſo extraordinary, as you may 
imagine.“ 

« So you may think,” ſaid Hannah, © but 
I] would venture to be put to death, and I 
am not very deſirous of ſeeing ſuch a tra- 


gedy 
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gedy acted, if Mr. Wilmot is not of my 
opinion.“ 

A letter was received by Mr. Overbury 
from Lord S——, full of profeſſions of con- 
trition for his conduct, and aſſurances of 
high reſpect, and veneration for his lovely 
daughter, concluding with an offer of his 
hand and fortune, which he would have 
tendered ſooner, but from ideas that muſt be 
recommendatory of him, as they were ſome- 
thing ſimilar to their own very peculiar ob- 
ſervance of propriety ; but that he mult con- 
ceive a Lady, who had been a widow two 
years and a half, might, without offence, 
be ſolicited to turn her thoughts to a ſecond 
union, 

Hannah wiſhed herſelf in a firuation fir 
tearing his eyes out; an impudent, trapan- 
ning, wicked Lord, ſhe called him, to ſup- 
poſe her miſtreſs, that would not hear the 
name of poor dear Mr, Wilmot mentioned, 
as her lover, would give into ſo monſtrous 
a propoſal, as liſtening to the man who had 
robbed, and almoſt murdered her huſband, 

K 3 frightened 
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frightened her to death, and intended to haye 
made her his concubine. 

The whole family were much entertained 
by Hannah's honeſt reſentment of this indig- 
nity. 

« And ſo,” ſaid the Captain, © Mrs. Jen- 
kins, you really would not like to be her 
Ladyſhip's waiting-woman ?” 

e would ſtarve in a ditch firſt, like 
Jane Shore, No, no, ſuch honors as he 
could give, every good mind muſt ſcorn ; I 
wiſh I could get at him to tell him his 
own.” 

« And yet,” continued the Captain, 
archly, “ a coach and ſix, with the title of 
Counteſs, is a very pretty thing Hannah.“ 
Or, Sir,“ ſaid Hannah; with a face as 
red as crimſon, “ do not tempt me, do not 
try me ſo hard, leſt J ſhould let out ſome- 
whit againſt ambition, and the vanity of 
wealth, which you could never pardon ; Mr. 
Wilmot is my man, and J will ftand by him 

to my laſt moment.“ 

The Captain laughed and commended her 


goodneſs of heart, © I,” faid he, © deſpiſe 
this 
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this Lord as much as you do; and, well as L 


love my Elfrida, would much rather fol- 
low her to her grave, than behold her his 
wife.“ 

Hannah ſtared, pauſed, and ſtared again. 
« See her buried firſt!” ſaid ſhe, J fear 
that is going beyond my mark ; my mind 
would ſurely give way ; but then I ſhould 
wiſh it were lawful, in a Chriſtian country, 
like the heathen queen, I ſaw laſt ſummer 
in the play, to get him killed as ſoon as the 
marriage- ſervice was finiſhed ; and it would 
be no more than his deſerts; and, though 
all the world was to call it auhuman, I 
ſhould rejoice to ſee him bleed.” 
The Captain, it was plain, did not great 
ly condemn her notions, and wrote to Lord 
S——, in ſuch terms as convinced him, 


it would be to no purpoſe to renew his appli- 
cation. 


«We are, my Lord,” ſaid he,“ much more 


aſtoniſhed, to find ourſelves addreſſed upon 
ſuch a ſubject as a marriage-treaty, by a per- 
ſon who has injured and groſsly inſulted us, 


than flattered by Lord S——'s ſuperiority | 
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and condeſcenſion. Elfrida Elliſon, Sir, 
was always in love with poverty and paſtoral 
life ; the man of her choice mult be ſimple 
in his manners, and tremblingly alive to every 
finer ſentiment of honor and humanity. 
You, my Lord, are a man of the great world, 


and the elements might as _ be recon- 


ciled as our minds and your's.” 

« We decline, therefore, with perhaps 
too little gratitude, the favors you would 
confer upon us, and with all due remem- 
brance of the paſt, remain, as we ought, 


Yours, Sc. Se. 


Lord S- was piqued as much as his 
love was diſappointed ; he vowed re- 
venge, and made ſeveral mean attempts to 
deprive Mr. Overbury of his commiſſion ; 
bur, for the honor of the Britiſh Miniſtry, 
the Secretary was firm in his approbation of 
the Captain, and deaf to every malicious at- 
tack his enemies contrived to make upon his 
character, 

Captain Venables brought his Lady down 
to Portſmouth, who was a very agreeable 

woman, 


ELFR 1 — a 
woman, and ſo much in the ſtile of Elfrida, 
that the whole family were enlivened by her 
company and converſation; ſhe was, in- 
deed, the firſt woman Elfrida ever formed 
an intimacy with; for the Ladies ſhe had 
been introduced to in London, were too 
well-bred to be rational; too deeply en- 
gaged in the polite routine, to have any ac- 
quaintance with ſentiment, and too lively to 
he capable of reflection; whereas, Mrs. 
Venables, like herſelf, before her heart had 
painful weights upon it, was, 

An equal mixture of good humor, 
And ſenſible ſoft melancholy. 


Thele were, indeed, ſome of the happieſt 


days Elfrida had enjoyed, ſince the breaking 
vp of her infant pleaſures, 
Captain Venables, who was a man of for- 


tune, and had received a very handſome: 


ſum with his wife, had a job-coach, in 
which the Ladies took their daily airings, 
Elfrida, Mrs. Venables, Mrs. Overbury, 
and the little Ella, eſcorted by the Captains 
Overbury and Venables ; and, though. Ella 
- grew VP rather plain, ſhe was a very amiable 


K 5 child, 
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child, and promiſed to make a valuable wo- 
man. 
But all this time Hannah was upon ten- 
ters, and went about, enquiring of every 
one, how a letter could be ſent to meet 
a Gentleman coming from the Eaſt-Indies. 
She was at length told, that the only me- 
thod was, to direct it to be left for him at 
St. Helena, to be ſent back, if the India- 
man, on board of which he was, did not hap- 
pen to touch there. : 
Hannah was in extacies, and thus poured 
her heart out upon paper, to her beloved Mr. 
Wilmot, 
% Alackaday, Sir, there was a time when 
a letter from your old friend Hannah Jen- 
kins, would have done your heart good ; 
and ſo let it now, for the ſake of its happy 
contents, 
ce For that cruel and ill-natured man, 
Mr. Elliſon, is dead and gone; and the beſt 
of women, as I once told you, may ſtill be 
yours, if you manage yourſelf right; but you 
will have a deadly deal of- ground to go 
over; for what with their delikiſſes and their 
- ſentiments, 
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ſentiments, I dare not put in a word, not ſo 
much as edge-ways, in your favor, though 
Mrs. Elliſon bluſhed once when I mentioned 
your name at an unawares, not one of your 
angry and haughty bluſhes, but ſuch as I 
have ſeen overſpread her face in Arcadia, af- 
ter you came from London, and ſhe had 
found out, ,poor thing, that all her fine 
gratitude and innocent doating upon you, 
was likely to end in downright love. 

«© Well, let it be a caution ſay I, how 
thoſe people that can take pleaſure in making 
themſelves miſerable, let love ſteal upon their 
hearts; for why? there is no way of eſ- 
caping, when once they corne to ſee their 
danger, than by ſhunning the acquaintance 
of each other, and not to keep ſighing and 
be-pitying themſelves in private, and nurſ- 
ing their diſorder, by meeting in public, 
until they are almoſt finiſhed; ad ſo Mr. 
Wilmot, as I was ſaying, let thoſe who wiſh 
not to be taken in, get as ſoon and as far 
diſtant as they can from the infektion but 
to come to the point. 


K 6 & Don't 
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Don't you, Sir, go about to deſpair, 
becauſe you may find ſome difficulty in your 
firſt ſetting off as a lover; ſuch as being 
talked down. by high-flown profeſſions of 
friendſhip, and the like of that, but go on 
gently and kindly, until ſome look or word 
encourages you to be bolder ; for if ſhe is 
woman, ſhe cannot withſtand you. 

But her's, Mr. Wilmot, is not the ſort 
of heart to be won flap-daſh, as a body 
may ſay, but muſt be melted into love. 1 
have not lived ſo long in the world for no- 
thing ; but, though I ſhould, perhaps, be 
at a loſs myſelf how to go about things, I 
know how other people ſhould work their 
way ; and beware how you diſdain my ad- 
vice, from thinking yourſelf more wiſer, 
becauſe you have been twice backwards and 
forwards to the Eaſt-Indies; but what of 
that? for if we was to argufy the matter, 
you would be convinced that a man might 
look up at the ſky till he could call every 
ſtar by its name, and into the deep till he 
knew all the fiſh that ſwims, without gaining 
one bit of knowledge of the ways of man- 
= kind, 


ELFRIDA. 205 


kind, or of womankind, which is only to be 
learned by living plump amongſt them. 
And, after all, Mr. Wilmot, what has 
your life been, but a ſcene of innocence and 
ignorance, as one may fay ; for, with all 
your Latin, and all your travelling, are you 
maſter of a ſingle trick, out of the ten thou- 
ſand Mr. Elliſon could ſhew you, all bocus- 
pocus, and neat as conjuration and old Scratch 
could make them; not you, by my truly, 
but would be juſt as far to ſeek as when I 
caught you and your Elfrida in my arms, 
in the ſea- ſide, by our cottage. 
ct But what of all this? you will, I doubt 
not, aſk, and what is the woman driving at? 
why, hear me, Mr. Wilmot, I would not, 
for the globe, have you a deceiver; but I 


would have you bend your heart to my dear 


Lady's whims, till ſuch time as you can per- 


ſuade her to live without them; and, as Mr. 
Elliſon did, for wicked purpoſes, ſo far get 


the better of yourſelf, in the cauſe of honeſt 
tenderneſs, and the like of they, as to hide 
the loyer behind the friend, and not when, 
you are ſpreading the net to catch her affec- 
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tions, be ſo fooliſh as to let her perceive it, 
till ſhe is fairly ⁊angled, for my head is turned 
with hearing her talk. 

66 As for loſing her to IOW never fear 
that; not but a Lord would have had her; 


an impudent villain, for now it is out I muſt 


tell you how he ſerved us; but when you 
come back you muſt not ſet up for a fighter, 
for that would make Mrs. Elliſon hate you, 
and ſhun you, inſtead of—but you may gueſs 
what I could ſay.“ 

Having told Mr. Wilmot their expedi- 
tion, ſhe goes on thus: 

« And what miracle, do you think, ſaved 
us at laſt? why, as ſure as you are alive, 
Mr. Wilmot (that is if you are alive) no- 
thing in the whole world but my telling your 
name to the man who ſteered our great boat ; 
and ſo my Lord and his wicked partner were 
thrown out, for we were taken on board a 
ſloop of war, Captain Venables, Commander, 
and ſuch a Commander, ſo handſome, and 
ſo good, and ſo gentle, and ſo like you, 
Mr. Wilmot; and then his attention to Mrs. 


Ellifon, and ſuch careſſing of me, for her 


ſake, 
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ſake, that I began to think it would be the 
ſecond part to the ſame tune; bur it ended in 


Captain Venables only falling in love with, 


your Elfrida; but what of that? T could 
not forbear frightening you a little; for ſo it 
proved, that he was all the time engaged, 
and has ſince married a very agreeable Lady, 
who viſits us, and makes us happy as we can 
be in your aſtence. 

e But, though it was your name that was 
the great means of ſaving us, it was I, my- 
ſelf I, from the leſſons I had learned of that 
quack-doffor Elliſon, that might be ſaid to 
do the buſineſs, for, finding how matters 
went, by this Lord almoſt devouring your, 
(yes, ſhe ſhall yet be your) Elfrida's) hands, 
what did I ? I wiſh you could have ſeen me, 
but put on the downright hypocrite, and 
ſeemed glad ſhe had got a lover, when I 


could have ſtabbed him to the heart, if I had 


had a ſword; a lover, by my truly, for 
ſuch a woman as Mrs, Elliſon, who, I then 
believed was a lawſul and fettered wife, to be 
made his Babylonian miſtreſs, who would not 

have 
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have ſtabbed him? and fo, as I have already 
told you, weall got ſafe on board. | 
« But the beſt of it is, that Madam Je- 
zebel, my Lord's friend, as he called her, 
drew me into the party, to forward the bu- 
ſineſs, ſuppoſing me a mere ninny, and that 
it would have a better air, to Captain and 
Mrs. Overbury, than to aſk Mrs. Elliſon to 


go alone; when, behold, if Mrs. Elliſon 


had gone without me, ſhe would either have 
died with fright or hard uſage, or lived 
what this vileſt of men had pleaſed to make 
her. 
«© But he has heen refuſed, I tell you, 
both him and his honorable offer deſpiſed, 
and Mr. Overbury was about to throw up 
his commiſſion, ſuppoſing it came from him, 


but, finding where the obligation lay (ah! if 


ever goodneſs was upon earth, in an human 
fhape I think thoſe who know you need 
not go far to ſeek it) he now enjoys it, and 
calls you his own boy, when Mrs. Elliſon 
is not preſent, for they are all alike, and feel 
fo nicely, as they call it, for one another, 


that what is thought wrong for one to hear, 
18 
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is judged unfit for that to ſpeak, except in 
private, but your ſafe return will bring them 
all to their ſenſes, and ſo prays your poor 


Hannah Jenkins. 


« But hold, I muſt not conclude without 
ſending my beſt love to little Frederic, and 
telling you how fine a girl Ella grows, who 
is taught to call the Captain and his wife 
father and mother, and ſuch, in good truth, 
they have been to her, and Mrs, Elliſon ſiſ- 
ter; and ſhe is ſo good, and takes her learn- 
ing ſo well, and remembers you with ſuch 
gratitude that ſhe deſerves it all; and ſo no 
more at preſent, only wiſhing you a ſpeedy 
and a happy return, (you underſtand me) I 
remain your's to command till death, Cc. Sc. 


A DISAPPOINTMENT. 


But, moſt unluckily, after all Hannah's 
care and toil, Wilmot never got the letter, 
for the ſhip it was ſent by foundered in its 


paſſage. - 


Hannah 
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Hannah told the days firſt, and next the 
hours, when the fleet was expected, and pro- 
miſing a ſailor an handſome reward if he 
would let her know of its arrival, or any 
ſingle ſhip from India, ſhe enſured his dili- 
gence and punctualitf . 

But as croſs accidents were no unfrequent 
things at Mr. Overbury's houſe, when the 
fellow, breathleſs with expedition, came to 
tell her that ſeveral ſhips had been ſeen off 
the Scilly Iſlands, and were on their way 
to Portſmouth, who ſhould he meet with, 
inſtead of his employer, but the Captain, who 
received his news with pleaſure, and with 
pleaſure fulfilled Hannah's pecuniary engage- 
rent, and not doubting but it was her in- 
tention to run to the world's end, to welcome 
her favorite, reſolved to keep watch and 
ward to give himſelf the chance of a firſt 
nterview with him, that the great change 
in his daughter's life, might leſs ſuddenly 
_ unfold itſelf upon his knowledge, than by 
her wild and extravagant report. 

In a word, Captain Overbury wiſhed Mr. 
Wilmot to ſolicit his Elfrida's hand, but 

| wiſhed 
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wiſhed his ſolicitation the dictates of his owrr 
heart, not the impulſe of any generous ſenti- 
ments, Hannah's ſtrange mode of ſtating 
facts might awaken in his breaſt. 

The Captain finding, upon enquiry, that 

if Wilmot was alive, and a paſſenger in the 
then approaching fleet,, he would ſoon ar- 
rive, was attentive to every footſtep, and, 
under pretence of fearing ſome repeated out- 
rage from Lord S-—, gave orders that no 
one ſhould open the door, after the evening 
ſet in, but himſelf. 
The period of expectation always appears 
tedious ; no letters, no Wilmot—the Captain 
was terrified, —* Can he be dead?” ſaid he, 
“ forbid it Heaven; he is the ſon of my 
deareſt hopes, and, I truſt, he will not be, 
a ſecond time, the ſon of my regret.” The 
reader may therefore judge, from this ſtate 
of anxiety, with what joy, as they were ſit- 
ting chatting over. their unremoved tea-table, 
he ſaw him paſs by the window, with the little 
Frederic in his hand. 

A letter from Mr. Overbury, which had 
reached Wilmot at Bengal, had told him the 

, ſtory 


ſtory of their change of ſituation, and he 
had, accordingly, come ſtrait from Spithead 
to their door, which Mr. Overbury opening, . 
before he could rap, caught him 1n his arms, 
ſaying,“ This, this is happineſs; to behold you 
thus ſafe returned, my Wilmot, is happineſs 
unſpeakable; but, having taken care, by dint 
of ſtratagem, to be the firſt to embrace you, 
we will ſurprize the Ladies as little as poſ- 
ſible.” | 
Frederic flew to Mrs. Overbury and kiſ- 
ſed her twenty times, whilſt Elfrida ſhook 
hands with Wilmot, and congratulated him, 
with unuſual eafe, upon his return. 
The boy then ſnatched a kiſs, en paſſant, 
from his ſiſter, and threw his arms round 
Mrs. Elliſon's neck, who was much pleaſed 
with his affectionate attention to her; Mrs. 
Overbury called the moment a bleſſed one, 
that reſtored her to the friend of her heart , 
and Mrs. Jenkins, hearing a great buſtle, 
ſuſpected the cauſe, ſoon entered the parlor, 
with a Pray Sir, to Mr. Overbury, did you 


not call? and partook of the general ſatis- 
faction. 


The 
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The Captain, however, apprelienſive leſt 
Hannah's delight ſhould break forth into 
indiſcreet obſervations, called her aſide, and 
deſiring her to provide a little ſmart ſupper 
for her old acquaintance, kept her in full 
employment, for ſhe had to market as well 
as to dreſs what ſhe purchaſed, ſo that all was 
ſecure in that quarter. 

Wilmot, who conceived Elfrida was the 
ſame ſacred character he had left her, was 
glad to find that time and reſolution enabled 
him to behold her with leſs diſcompoſure 
than formerly ; but, to his great ſurprize, 
ſhe introduced a retroſpect of their infant in- 
tercourſe, ſtiled him her brother and her 
friend, and concluded many little recollected 
particulars, with You mult recollect, Sir, 
when— 

Wilmot, not knowing the queſtion ſhe 
might call, and, dreading leſt it ſhould de- 
prive him of his unaccuſtomed firmneſs, 
turned abruptly from her to Mrs. Overbury 
and ſaid, «© Have you, my dear Madam, 
heard from America ?” 
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« Yes,” replied the Captain, “ about ten 
months ago, for the laſt time.“ 

« How, Sir!” the laſt time,” ſaid Wil- 
mot? | 

« Far the laſt time,” repeated Mr. Over- 
bury, © for our ſon Elliſon is now no 
more.“ 

They were ſitting by fire- light, the Cap- 
tain having purpoſely forbid candles to be 
brought in till ſupper. 

Wilmot took Mrs. Overbury's hand, ſhe 
perceived he was cold as death and trembled, 
ſhe therefore deſired Elfrida to make Hannah 
a viſit, and fee how the ſupper went on; for, 
my dear, faid ſhe, we ſhall be the ſufferers 
for whatever miſtakes her honeſt raptures may 
occaſion her to commit ; the children will 


attend you. 


They both hung about her with tender- 


neſs, and Mrs. Elliſon withdrew with them, 
though not without a ſecret preſentiment of 
her mother's motive of conduct. 
« You are ill, my beloved Wilmot,” ſaid 
Mrs, Overbury. 
>= «] was 


ELFRTDA 215 
« | was almoſt deprived of my ſenſes,” 


Laid Wilmot, “but I am now better; it 


was the laſt intelligence I could have expected 


to receive.” 


The Captain brought him a glaſs of cor- 


dial, in which Wilmot drank Elfrida's 
health; and “ O tell me,” ſaid he, © for 


this night ſhall decide my deſtiny, have 1 
your friendſhip, Sir? your affection, Ma- 
dam, as heretofore? and may I hope, if 
your Elfrida ſhould prove propitious, you 
will accept me for your ſon ?” 

« With the warmeſt approbation,” ſaid 
the Captain, © and you know you are ſure of 
my wife; but let not Elfrida diſcover the 
good underſtanding between us, it will be 
time enough for us to appear in the buſineſs, 
when we are applied to, and her conſent 
authorizes us to declare our previous elec- 
tion.” 45 

A young girl was now ſent in by Mrs. 
Elliſon to lay the cloth, ſhe had avoided 
Hannah to the laſt poſſible moment, for fear 
ſhe ſhould ſay ſtrange things to her ; but 


Hannah 
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Hannah was profoundly ſilent, though on 
the tip- toe of delight, and only by nods and 
winks conveyed her feelings. 

Supper and Mrs. Elliſon entered together, 
and now Wilmot indulged himſelf with oc- 
caſional views of a face he ſo much loved, 
and had the pleaſure to obſerve, that the lines 
of diſtreſs which had cut him to the heart, 
before he went to India, were ſoftened into 
lines of tranquillity. 

c You aſk me not, Madam,” ſaid he 
to Elfrida, how I have improved the ven- 
ture with which you honored me.“ 

ce Elfrida,” faid the Captain, ſmiling, 
ce this is a private truſt, I perceive, which 
this Gentleman has ſo little gallantry as to 
mention in full afſembly.” 

Mrs. Elliſon related tlie means by which 
ſhe obtained the ſum of money thus em- 

. ployed, as alſo the ninety pounds ſhe had 
reſerved for family exigencies. What ſuc- 
ceeded this ſtep, ſpeaks itſelf, and I ſhall on- 
ly add,” ſaid ſhe, © that I never yet, in a 
ſingle inſtance, -was deceived in my good 
opinion of Mr. Wilmot,” 
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Wilmot looked around him with an air 
of ſelf-ſatisfaction, which ſeemed to call up- 
on his friends to enjoy the compliment that 
gave it birth. 

«© Come,” ſaid the Captain, “let us hear, 
Wilmot, how you have acquitted yourſelf.” 

ce This evening,“ replied Wilmot, «I am 
a happy viſitor only,to-morrow, if you pleaſe, 


ſhall be devoted to buſineſs.” 


He extolled Frederic's good behavior, and 
affirmed, that if he continued throughout life 


as he had begun, he would make a ſhining 


figure, and Elfrida ſpoke as highly of Ella; 
«She has both a docility and a gratitude in 
her nature,” ſaid ſhe, © that bids fair for ren- 
dering her a very amiable woman.“ 

This was ſo happy an evening, that no one 


' ſeemed to remember the neceſſity of its ter- 


mination ; and Hannah was ſo clever, as to 
find out where they had ſent to engage lodg- 


ings, by a queſtion or twoſhe put to Frede- 


ric, in the ſhort time he was in the kitchen 
with Elfrida, and ſhe went to bed with the 


reſolution of paying them an early viſit in the 


morning. 
Vor. II. 1. The 
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The morning came, and away ſhe poſted to 
enquire if her letter had been received, and 


of fifty other, to her moſt intereſting mat- 


ters. | a 
« You do not ſeem half ſo much re- 


joiced,“ ſaid ſhe, “as I expected, to hear of 
Elliſon's death; ſurely, ſurely, Mr. Wilmot, 


though you are a man, you can never be ſo 
unconſtant in your nature, as to love my 


young miſtreſs leſs becauſe all impediments 
gre removed.” 

« T fear, Mrs. Jenkins,” faid Wilmot, 
« Mrs. Elliſon, though ſet at liberty, by the 
death of her huſband, vill not be ſo eaſily 
won as you may imagine.” 

e imagine?” ſaid Hannah, © believe 
me, I imagine nothing, but fine quality 
foolery between you, inſtead of ſaying to 
each other, which I nevertheleſs believe to 


- be the caſe, my love is as great as ever, and 


fo let us marry and live happily.” 

« Ah, if it only reſted with me,“ ſaid 
Wilmot. 

« Who does it reſt with ?” ſaid Hannah, 


Do you expect your Elfrida to court you, 


as 
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as ſhe did in Arcadia, when ſhe thought 
there was nothing beyond ſpeaking the truth, 
and having a gaod conſcience? I have no 
patience with you; but, ſince I ſee you ſo 
backward, this is the laſt trouble I will give 
myſelf in the affair.” 

« My dear Mrs. Jenkins,” faid Wilmot, 
© can you be ferious ? Dare even you, your- 
felf, rouch upon this point to Elfrida ? for, 
does ſhe not awe us all into ſilence ??  » 

ce J tell you what, Mr. Wilmot,” ſaid 
Hannah, © too much ſenſe is quite as great 
a misfortune as too little; for, as the fool 
cannot diſcern what is good for him, ſo 
your wiſe people overlook it, and are always 
forward to ſhake hands with unneceſſary diſ- 
appointment.” 

Mr. Wilmot gave Hannah ſix ſilk THEE 
kerchiefs, two gowns, and a pound of tea, 
and ſhe left him, at length, with tears in her 
eyes; For, in ſhort,” ſaid ſhe, I am 
afrard you are too worthy to be happy, for 
there muſt be ſomething wrong in every 
body's life, and, as you have no faults, you 
muſt, I ſuſpect, have misfortunes,” 


Lo 2 Wilmot 
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Wilmot was at Captain Overbury's to 
breakfaſt, and was ſoon followed by a car- 
go of boxes, filled with Eaſtern productions. 

« If you make many voyages,” ſaid El- 
| frida, © and remember us as you have now 
done, you will give our habitation the ap- 
pearance of an Indian palace.” 

Wilmot looked earneſtly at her for a mo- 
ment, in ſilence, © There is but one event, 
iaid he, © that can occaſion me another voy- 
age, but that would be a decifive one, for I 
would never ſee England more.” 

Mrs. Elliſon's heart was not unconfcious 
of his meaning; ſhe wiſhed to come to an 
explanation with him, and ſer her ſentiments 
before him, that her words aud manners 
might be wholly unfettered ; ſhe had, there- 
fore, received him with the chearful warmth 


of friendſhip, which, ſhe conceived, would - 


teſtify for her, that ſhe had no expectation of 


his addreſſing her as a lover, and hoped to 


find him uninfluenced by every fuch motive 
of conduct towards her. 


I believe, Wilmot,” ſaid ſhe, © I muſt . 


take upon me to regulate your Arcadian no- 
tions; 


f 
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tions ; I fancy you have not, altogether, out- 
lived the prejudices you there imbibed; the 
pleaſures of our infancy, I grant you, were 
abundant, but can never be renovated, and 
we muſt adopt ſuch as are ſuited to the matu- 
rity we have attained, the viciſſitudes I have 
known, and my preſent—“ 

« If, Elfrida,” faid Wilmot, “you can 
| change the texture of my ſoul, you may make 
ſomething of me, but whilſt J poſſeſs this 
conſciouſneſs, which recalls the paſt, 1s 
touched by the preſent, and intereſted by the 
future, I muſt aſpire to the honor and hap- 
pineſs of calling you mine.” _ 

« Wilmot,” ſaid Mrs. Ellifon, © fit down, 
and let me diſcuſs the point with you. That 
you was the firft object of my affectionate at « 
tachment, I neither can, nor wiſh to deny; 
you, nevertheleſs, like my dear father and 
mother, I muſt apprehend, miſconſtrued my 
diſinclination to become Mr. Elliſon's wife, 
for, befides objections founded in girliſh er- 
ror, it was the breaking up of our innocent 


affections, that wounded me deepeſt.” 
| « Had 
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« Had Mr. Elliſon died before I was his, 
you ſhall judge of my fincerity by my inge- 
nuouſneſs, J believe I ſhould, with the ap- 
probation of my relations, have readily con- 
ſented to unite my fate with yours; but my 
mind has, ſince that time, been greatly de- 
ranged; the {ſorrows of a diſtreſſed wife, the 
ſerious character of a widow ; and, of ſecond 
marriages, I cannot approve. 

e That my heart was not yours, in the 
way you imagined, is evident, by the cer- 
tainty, that had any other man been pro- 
poſed, except Mr. Elliſon, as my father and 


mother's choice, I ſhould, with little or no 


reluctance, have married him; any other 
man, Sir, in the meridian heighth of my 
friendſhip for you, who had not appeared to 
me in the formidable light of your enemy.” 

« My lovely, and ever-beloved Elfrida,” 
ſaid Wilmot, can idle opinions influence 
a woman of your ſound underſtanding ? 
were your affections unattainable, without 
wounding your peace, I would be before- 
hand with your requeſt to deſiſt my impor- 
tunity; but, pardon me, if I preſume to 
ſay, 
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ſay, while J can entertain a hope, that ex- 
cept your change of name, our friendſhip 
would be unchanged, by permitting me 
publicly to live for you, to live to promote 
your felicity upon every poſſible occaſion, 
and enjoy the ſunſhine of your approbation, 
the incentive, as well as the reward, of all 
my cares; I can never ceaſe importuning 
you until you prove propitious; and O, my 
deareſt Madam, if you would not have me 
believe all you have profeſſed for me an illu- 
ſion, if you would not plunge me a ſecond 
time into deſpair, unleſs you can affirm you 
have an unconquerable repugnance to bleſ- 
ſing me with your hand, indeed, indeed, 
Elfrida, you muſt not refuſe me; your fa- 
ther and mother are already won to my in- 
tereſt, and not only call me, but have the 
goodneſs to acknowledge, they ſhall rejoice 
to receive me for their fon; diſappoint not 
then their high-raiſed hopes of happineſs, 
from ſeeing us united; but conſent with 
that grace which marks all your actions.— 
Speak, my Elfrida, ſpeak, for you are the 
arbitreſs of my deſtiny.” 


END or VoLuME II. 


